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Marine Corps 
NCOS teach 
Ukrainian 
counterparts 

By Chad Garland 
AND Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

M YKOL AIV REGION, Ukraine 
— In the Ukrainian naval infan¬ 
try, marines who refuse orders 
literally dig themselves into a 
hole. 

It’s a punishment for insubor¬ 
dination, and that hole just gets 
deeper until they change their 
mind. 

A disciplinary measure like 
that would end a US. supervisor’s 
career, said Cpl. Patrick Concan- 
non, who gave Ukrainians a class 
on the U.S. Marine Corps’ non¬ 
commissioned officer corps and 
fielded questions about Ameri- 
can-style punishment. 

Concannon is one of more than 
40 US. Marines sent to south¬ 
eastern Ukraine to train with 
the local marines as part of the 
19-country Sea Breeze exercise, 
which US. officials hope will en¬ 
courage the country’s military to 
emulate western armed forces to 
meet NATO standards. 

US. Marines believe that adopt¬ 
ing American-style NCO leader¬ 
ship will enable the Ukrainians to 
be more efficient and adaptive on 
the battlefield and in garrison. 

SEE TEACH ON PAGE 7 


Not that we don’t 
have discipline, 
but the U.S. 
Marine’s discipline 
is different. 

They are very 
professional. ’ 

Capt. Alexander Tonenchuk 

deputy commander of 
Ukrainian marine battalion 


Wednesday, July 18, 2018 
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Some Truman strike group units to return home 



Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


An MH-60S Seahawk helicopter lands on the flight deck of the USS 
Harry S. Truman on July 11. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

In a surprise revelation Tues¬ 
day, the Navy announced some 
units from the USS Harry S. Tru¬ 
man Carrier Strike Group will 
return to their homeport in Nor¬ 
folk, Va., this week after just three 
months at sea. 

The strike group in the past 
has typically deployed for peri¬ 
ods more than twice as long. The 
Truman’s most recent deployment 
in 2016 — scheduled for seven 
months — ultimately was extend¬ 
ed for an additional month. 

The Navy said in a statement 
Tuesday that the decision for the 
shorter deployment is a “direct 
reflection” of the 2018 National 
Defense Strategy’s dynamic force 
employment concept. 

The strategy calls for the 
military to “be strategically pre¬ 
dictable, but operationally unpre¬ 
dictable,” aiming to shake up what 
would be expected of its move¬ 
ments to “challenge competitors 
by maneuvering them into unfa¬ 


vorable positions, frustrating their 
efforts, precluding their options 
while expanding our own, and 
forcing them to confront conflict 
under adverse conditions.” 

Over the past three months, the 
Truman strike group has battled 
Islamic State in Syria and com¬ 
pleted training and goodwill mis¬ 
sions with allies, the Navy said. 

Adm. Christopher Grady, com¬ 
mander of U.S. Fleet Forces Com¬ 


mand, said in a statement Tuesday 
that the early return is not relat¬ 
ed to any mechanical issues or 
problems. 

“Let me be clear — all return¬ 
ing units are 100 percent mis¬ 
sion-capable and will remain 
in the sustainment phase of the 
Optimized Fleet Response Plan, 
which means they will sustain 
warfighting readiness and be 
ready to surge forward or rede¬ 


ploy when called upon,” he said. 

The 2018 Defense Strategy said 
the dynamic force employment 
concept would “more flexibly use 
ready forces to shape proactively 
the strategic environment while 
maintaining readiness to respond 
to contingencies and ensure long¬ 
term warfighting readiness.” The 
idea is to boost readiness for re¬ 
sponse to mgjor conflicts. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
in April talked about the idea of 
shorter deployments during testi¬ 
mony to Congress. 

“They’ll be home at the end of a 
90-day deployment,” he told law¬ 
makers in April. “They will not 
have spent eight months at sea, 
and we are going to have a force 
more ready to surge and deal with 
the high-end warfare as a result 
without breaking the families, the 
maintenance cycles — we’ll actu¬ 
ally enhance the training time.” 

Mattis said during his testi¬ 
mony that the rhythm would be 
in accord with the movements of 
ships from across theaters. “When 
we send them out, it may be for a 


shorter deployment,” he said. 
“There will be three carriers in 
the South China Sea today, and 
then, two weeks from now, there’s 
only one there, and two of them 
are in the Indian Ocean.” 

Grady called the strike group’s 
deployment to the 6th Fleet’s 
area of operations “incredibly 
successful.” 

Guided-missile cruiser the USS 
Normandy and guided-missile 
destroyers the USS Forrest Sher¬ 
man and the USS Arleigh Burke 
will return to Virginia this week, 
according to the Virginian-Pilot. 
Guided-missile destroyers the 
USS Bulkeley and the USS Farra- 
gut will remain on deployment. 

Grady said the ships, aircraft 
and other equipment will undergo 
routine maintenance once they 
return to port. Sailors will be able 
to “continue advanced training, 
maintain warfighting certifica¬ 
tions, as well as spend time with 
their famihes.” 


doornbos.caitlin(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Missing sailor safe, back with unit at Marine Corps Base Hawaii 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHATTER, Hawaii — A 
sailor who went missing two weeks 
ago returned voluntarily Sunday 
to the Hawaii Marine Corps base 
where he was assigned. 

Navy Seaman Shaun Palmer, a 
hospital corpsman, had failed to 
report for duty at Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii on July 1 and was 
classified as an “unauthorized 
absence” on July 2, the Marine 


Corps said. 

“He came back of his own ac¬ 
cord, and he will be integrated 
back into the unit,” said Capt. 
Eric Abrams, a spokesman for III 
Marine Expeditionary Force at 
MCBH. 

On Monday morning. Palmer, 
a native of Conrad, Iowa, posted 
a brief message on his Facebook 
page: “I’m fine I’m back on base 
waiting to figure out what’s going 
on.” Palmer is assigned to 1st Bat¬ 
talion, 3rd Marine Regiment. 


Abrams said he had no details 
about where Palmer was during 
his two-week absence. 

Had Palmer remained missing 
from his unit more than 30 days, 
he would have been classified with 
“deserter status,” Abrams said. 

“In this sort of situation, the 
Marine Corps command takes it 
on a case-by-case basis,” Abrams 
said of potential disciphne. “In 
general, these actions are usually 
administrative in nature, and so 
they’re an internal matter.” 


Administrative actions in the 
military can range from counsel¬ 
ing to reprimand or even involun¬ 
tary separation. 

“We just want to make sure 
we’re gathering all the facts before 
we make any decision,” Abrams 
said. 

Palmer had been last seen on 
Waikiki Beach outside Kelley 
O’Neil’s Bar in the early morning 
of July 1, Christine Izzo, the sea¬ 
man’s aunt, wrote in a GoFundMe 
site she set up to help a family 


member travel to Hawaii. 

The Marine Corps filed a miss¬ 
ing persons report with the Hono¬ 
lulu Police Department. 

Hawaii News Now reported on 
July 3 that Palmer’s parents had 
received a text message from the 
missing sailor that read, “I’m alive 
and I love you.” 

Izzo wrote Sunday that Palmer 
“will be heading back to Iowa on 
Tuesday.” 

olson.wyatt(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: laWyattWOlson 
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Air Force OKs new hairstyles for women 



By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force has followed the 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps 
in authorizing its female service- 
members to wear their hair in 
dreadlocks. 

The change was one of several 
included in updates to an Air 
Force instruction on dress and 
personal appearance that took ef¬ 
fect on Friday. 

“These changes stemmed from 
the 100 th Air Force Uniform 
Board, which incorporated direct 
feedback from Airmen,” Lt. Gen. 
Gina Grosso, deputy chief of staff 
for manpower, personnel and ser¬ 
vices, said in a statement issued 
Monday. 

The changes eliminate mini¬ 
mum hair length for females but 
set a maximum bulk of SVi inches 
from the scalp and mandate hair¬ 
styles that allow a cover to sit 
properly on the head. Dreadlocks 
must be tightly fused or interwo¬ 
ven and present a neat and pro¬ 
fessional appearance. 

Tech. Sgt. Nichole Stewart, who 
works with the 374th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron at Yokota 
Air Base, Japan, said Tuesday 


that she’d heard about the new 
rules and planned to style her 
own hair in dreadlocks. 


“Fm pleased with the diversity 
and the understanding that locks 
can be a professional look,” she 


said while shopping at the base 
exchange. 

Mike Jordan, a barber working 


at the Afro Roots hairdresser at 
Yokota, said he hadn’t yet styled 
an airman’s hair into dreadlocks 
but added, “We’ve been getting 
lots of phone calls from people 
who want them.” 

Another rule change allows 
male airmen to wear earrings in 
civilian clothes while off duty. 

“I already see airmen wearing 
them off duty all the time,” Jor¬ 
dan said. 

The changes also allow airmen 
to wear sling-style backpacks 
while in uniform and authorize 
all enlisted personnel to wear 3y2 
or 4-inch chevrons. 

Additionally, “all or some” au¬ 
thorized ribbons or devices may 
be worn on the service dress 
jacket, while “all, some or no” 
authorized accoutrements may 
be worn on an airman’s long or 
short-sleeve blue shirt, according 
to the new rules. 

“There are additional Uniform 
Board initiatives that are ongoing 
and still being analyzed for con¬ 
sideration and implementation by 
senior leaders.” Grosso said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Leon Cook 

contributed to this article. 
bolinger.jamesOstripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 


University of Texas to house Army Futures Command HQ 



Rose L. THAYEP/Stars and Stripes 

Lt. Gen. Eric Wesley, right, speaks during a news conference 
alongside Texas Gov. Greg Abbott at the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce on Friday. 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — The speed 
at which the Army Futures Com¬ 
mand headquarters plans to set 
up its operations in downtown 
Austin should reflect passion 
behind the project, Lt. Gen. Eric 
Wesley, integration management 
officer for the new command, 
said Friday during a Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce 
news conference. 

He expects the Army to begin 
moving into new offices within 
the University of Texas System 
within weeks. 

“We are the beachhead team,” 
Wesley said to describe his small 
group on the ground in Austin 
beginning to lay the ground¬ 
work for the new 500-person 
command. “We’re doing initial 
reconnaissance.” 

The offices for the command’s 
headquarters will operate out of 
provided space within the Univer¬ 
sity of Texas in downtown Austin, 
according to an announcement 
Friday from the school system. 

The amount of space and num¬ 
ber of Army employees expected 
to work in the office is yet to be 
determined. The University of 
Texas school system includes 14 
campuses throughout the state. 

“Army Futures Command is 
honored to have the opportunity 
to serve alongside and grow with 
the University of Texas System,” 
said Army Col. Patrick Seiber, 
spokesman for the Army Futures 
Command. 

While the headquarters will 
be within a University of Texas 
building, Wesley said the bulk of 


the command’s mostly civilian 
workforce will be spread among 
the educational campuses and 
technology-driven businesses 
that attracted the Army to Austin 
in the first place. 

“[Austin] is an ecosystem that 
would allow us and force us to 
change,” he said, joking he hopes 
ideas will generate as Army offi¬ 
cials “smash into young kids with 
laptops hanging out at Starbucks.” 

“You can’t do that by staying on 
your military installation, behind 
your walls, behind your security 
barriers,” Wesley said. “We want 
to be near academia; we want to 
be near innovators and these in¬ 
cubator hubs. We want to be near 
industry; we want to be near tal¬ 
ent that will make us better.” 

One potential location for a Fu¬ 
tures Command team is within 
Capital Factory, a 10-year-old 


support community for start-up 
businesses and entrepreneurs. 

“This is a big deal. It’s a big 
investment in Austin,” said Josh 
Baer, founder and CEO of Capi¬ 
tal Factory. With about 1,000 
entrepreneurs working to inno¬ 
vate and launch new ideas every 
day in its downtown co-working 
spaces. Capital Factory describes 
itself as a “center of gravity” for 
entrepreneurs. 

It’s also home to Defense In¬ 
novation Unit Experimental and 
AFWERX, two entities launched 
within the last two years to spark 
new ideas within the defense 
community. AFWERX, part of 
the Air Force’s efforts to engage 
with industry and academia, also 
has locations in Las Vegas and 
Washington. 

Baer worked with the Austin 
chamber to showcase the city to 


the Army, and he said he’s also 
submitted a proposal to house 
some of the command’s work at 
Capital Factory near the other 
two defense programs. 

Local entrepreneur Jan Ryan 
has watched this Army-Austin 
partnership materialize through 
her roles as a partner at Capital 
Factory and as the director of 
creative entrepreneurship and 
innovation with the University of 
Texas at Austin’s College of Fine 
Arts. 

“It’s literally solidifying, if you 
will, our position of where tomor¬ 
row’s new ideas are hatched and 
developed,” she said. “It appears 
to me [the Army] truly wants to 
get inside the community and 
embed themselves in what’s going 
on and then leverage that with 
some of their own needs.” 

Across the UT-Austin campus, 
encouraging entrepreneurship 
among students has become a 
priority, Ryan said, whether that’s 
Fine Arts offering courses in de¬ 
sign for artificial intelligence 
or experiential learning oppor¬ 
tunities located off-campus and 
taught with business leaders. 

“It’s a different day, and these 
students are very much wanting a 
multi-disciplinary environment,” 
Ryan said. “It’s finding comfort 
with ambiguity. 

“UT is becoming an entrepre¬ 
neurial university. That’s what 
attracts these external influential 
groups like the Army to come 
here.” 

Aside from UT, the housing of 
the command in Austin puts it in 
close proximity to Baylor Univer¬ 
sity, Texas A&M University, the 
Texas Military Forces at Camp 


Mabry and one other institution 
the Army is more familiar with 
— Fort Hood. Located about 70 
miles north of downtown, the local 
mihtary community is already an¬ 
ticipating what the Futures Com¬ 
mand could mean for the Army’s 
largest armored installation. 

Keith Sledd, a retired Army 
colonel and executive director of 
the Heart of Texas Defense Alli¬ 
ance, said he definitely sees col¬ 
laboration ahead. Fort Hood is 
home to the Army Operational 
Test Command headquarters or, 
as he describes it, “the Army’s 
version of Consumer Reports.” 
It’s also home to about 40,000 sol¬ 
diers with a wide variety of skill- 
sets to take a new device into the 
field and provide feedback. 

“I expect Fort Hood will get a 
little more work,” Sledd said. 

When imagining what those 
new devices or equipment might 
be, he mentioned ideas for drone 
technology advancements. 

It was all these combined in¬ 
stitutions and opportunities that 
really made Austin shine, said 
Sledd, who also provided some 
help to the Austin chamber when 
pitching the Army. 

“They made a decision based 
on merit and Austin had a lot of 
great merits,” he said. “It’s the 
‘Keep Austin Weird’ vibe, and 
that’s what they were attracted 
to—that culture of innovators.” 

Wesley said he felt an energy 
and enthusiasm during each 
visit to Austin to help the Army 
achieve its goals. “People here 
said, ‘We’re going to show you 
how to do this,”’ he said. 

thayer.rose@^tr]pes.com 

Twitter: (I)Rose_Lori 
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N. Korea may return 55 sets of US remains 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea has agreed to hand over as 
many as 55 sets of remains be¬ 
lieved to be from American troops 
killed in the 1950-53 war and to 
allow the United States to fly them 
out of the country next week, a 
US. official said Tuesday. 

The preliminary details 
emerged after US. and North Ko¬ 
rean officials held working-level 
talks Monday in the truce village 
of Panmunjom in the Demilita¬ 
rized Zone. 

The Americans planned to send 
transit cases via truck to the DMZ, 
where they would be given to the 
North Koreans to use for the re¬ 
mains. “They’re going to use our 
cases for the remains and give 
them back to us,” the official told 
Stars and Stripes. 

A US. delegation was expected 
to retrieve the remains in North 
Korea and fly them out on July 27, 
either to Osan Air Base in South 
Korea or to Hawaii, the official 
said, adding that the date may 
change as the two sides planned 
to iron out final details during an¬ 
other meeting in the near future. 

The date would be symbolic as 
it marks the 65th anniversary of 
the signing of the armistice that 
ended the war instead of a peace 
treaty. 

The North Koreans informed 
the US. delegates that they’ll re¬ 
turn 50 to 55 sets of remains of 
US. servicemembers, the official 
said. It would be the first repa¬ 
triation of remains since 2007 as 
search efforts stalled amid rising 
tensions over the North’s nuclear 
weapons program. 

The official said Monday’s 
meeting was focused on the re¬ 
turn of remains, and the North 
Koreans apparently did not raise 
other issues or request anything 
in return despite speculation in 
South Korean media that they 
would try to tie the repatriation to 
other demands. 

It’s unclear how the North Kore¬ 
ans could be certain of the nation¬ 
alities, although they have in the 
past included dog tags. The US. 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, or DPAA, which oversees 
the effort, has cautioned that the 
identification process is compli¬ 
cated and often takes years. 

The Hawaii-based DPAA said 
it has family reference samples 
for more than 90 percent of the 
missing servicemembers. But 
past remains have been found to 


5 dead in helicopter 
crash in South Korea 

SEOUL, South Korea — Five 
people were killed Tuesday in a 
helicopter crash at a South Kore¬ 
an marine base in the southeast¬ 
ern city of Pohang, the Defense 
Ministry said. 

The helicopter, which was 
being test-flown after a repair, 
caught fire after it crashed to the 
ground from about 33 feet in the 
air, the ministry said. 

One person survived the crash 
and was being treated at a nearby 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 


A South Korean army soldier looks at the list of the U.S. soldiers who were killed in the Korean War at 
the Korea War Memorial Museum in Seoul, South Korea, on Sunday. 


be mixed up with other unidenti¬ 
fied individuals and, in at least one 
case, animal bones. 

Thousands of Americans were 
believed to have been lost on the 
northern side of the heavily forti¬ 
fied border, which has divided the 
peninsula as the adversaries re¬ 
main technically at war. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un agreed to recover remains, 
“including the immediate repatri¬ 
ation of those already identified,” 
and made other commitments 
during his unprecedented summit 
with President Donald Trump on 
June 12 in Singapore. 

The historic meeting was fo¬ 
cused on efforts to persuade the 
North to give up its nuclear weap¬ 
ons, and the agreement to return 
remains was seen as a goodwill 
gesture. 

But the process has been slow, 
with the North Koreans keep¬ 
ing the U.S.-led United Nations 
Command on standby for weeks 
after the military sent dozens of 
temporary coffins to the DMZ in 
preparation. 

The North also failed to show up 
at a July 12 meeting that had been 
announced by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo. They reportedly 
asked the U.S. to send a general of¬ 
ficer on Sunday for the first high- 
level mihtary talks between the 
two sides in more than nine years. 

Pompeo said Sunday that the 
talks, which were led by U.S. and 
North Korean two-star generals. 


hospital, it said. The severity of 
the person’s injury wasn’t imme¬ 
diately known, and the names of 
the pilots and passengers weren’t 
immediately announced. 

The military plans to form 
a committee to investigate the 
cause of the crash. 

Tuesday’s crash was the second 
fatal accident involving South Ko¬ 
rean military aircraft in recent 
months. Pohang is not far from 
where a South Korean F-15K 
fighter jet crashed into a moun¬ 
tain in April, killing both the pilot 
and co-pilot. 

From The Associated Press 


were “productive and coopera¬ 
tive and resulted in firm com¬ 
mitments.” The sides also agreed 
to resume field operations to 
search for more remains in the 
North and to hold the working- 
level talks on Monday. 


The State Department con¬ 
firmed that talks resumed Mon¬ 
day in Panmunjom “to continue 
coordination on the transfer of 
remains already collected in 
[North Korea] and the recom¬ 
mencing of field operations” 


but it declined to provide more 
details. 

“We do not discuss the details of 
private diplomatic discussions,” a 
State Department official said in 
an email. 

Both officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to discuss the 
sensitive issue. 

The State Department has 
taken the lead on the negotiations, 
although the issue of war dead on 
the peninsula is usually handled 
by the United Nations Command, 
which oversees the cease-fire. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mat- 
tis said last month that the UNC 
would handle the return of the 
remains since 16 nations fought 
under the UN. flag during the 
war. 

More than 36,000 U.S. troops 
died in the Korean War, accord¬ 
ing to the Pentagon. That figure 
includes some 7,700 still unac¬ 
counted for, with an estimated 
5,300 believed to have been lost in 
the North. 

The DPAA says North Korean 
officials have indicated in the past 
that “as many as 200 sets of re¬ 
mains” are in custody and could 
be ready for return. 

gamel.kim@srripes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamei 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Analysts: Taliban 
optimism may sink 
peace talks with US 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


An injured man is put into an ambulance following a deadly attack outside the Rural Rehabilitation and 
Development Ministry in Kabul, A^anistan, on Sunday. 

^Unlike Afghan and American officials, Taliban 
leaders are still confident about a military victory. ^ 

Ahmad Majidyar 

Middle East Institute 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan —The 
Taliban may respond positively 
to new peace initiatives but are 
unlikely to make significant con¬ 
cessions when they feel they are 
winning the 17-year war, analysts 
said Tuesday following reports 
that the United States is open to 
direct talks with its enemy. 

Both Washington and Kabul 
have urged the 
ANALYSIS insurgents in re- 
cent months to 
accept renewed 
peace negotiations aimed at end¬ 
ing America’s longest war. 

The Trump administration 
would consider direct talks with 
the Taliban, unnamed officials 
told The New York Times this 
week, in what would be a m^or 
shift in policy. 

Washington insisted previously 
that the Kabul government would 
be in control of any peace negotia¬ 
tions with its battlefield enemies. 

A statement by NATO’s Reso¬ 
lute Support mission in Afghani¬ 
stan said Tuesday said that peace 
“remains an Afghan-led process.” 

However, direct talks would be 
in keeping with President Donald 
Trump’s frequently stated goal of 
winding down American involve¬ 
ment in the war. 

Kabul has offered peace talks 
with no conditions and a unilat¬ 
eral extension of last month’s Eid 
cease-fire, but it has not been able 
to bring the Taliban to the peace 
table. 

The Taliban would have the 
initiative in any talks now, said 


Michael Kugelman, a South 
Asia specialist at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center in 
Washington. 

Ideally, US. and NATO troops 
would have been able to force 
the Taliban to talk peace, but 
Kugelman said the opposite is 
happening. 

“The Tahban is performing well 
on the battlefield, remains very 
much on the offensive and would 
come to the negotiating table ex¬ 
pecting to receive mqjor conces¬ 
sions,” he said. “If it doesn’t get 
those concessions, it can happily 
return to fighting.” 

Washington risks having to 
make mqjor concessions — such 
as formally ceding to the Tahban 
the territory they now control 
— just to get them to negotiate, 
Kugelman said. 

So far, the guerrillas have given 
no indication they are willing to 
compromise on their core demand 
that all foreign troops leave the 
country. 

Most Afghans beheve Afghan- 
led peace talks can end the war, 
but 64 percent blame the Kabul 
government for not having the 
will to bring about peace, accord¬ 
ing to a 2017 survey of Afghans by 
the Washington-based Center for 
Strategic and Regional Studies. 

The recent cease-fires by Tal¬ 
iban and Kabul forces showed 
peace is possible, perhaps more 
now than ever, said David Sedney, 
a career diplomat who served at 
the US. embassy in Kabul after 
9/11. 

“Both the (Kabul) government 
and the Taliban are under pres¬ 


sure to end the war,” Sedney said. 
“Whether the Taliban responds to 
US. overtures is still not clear, but 
I think the odds are higher now 
than they ever have been.” 

In any negotiations, the Tal¬ 
iban would encourage the US. to 
withdraw its troops in exchange 
for a Taliban pledge not to allow 
al-Qaida and other international 
terrorist groups to operate on Af¬ 
ghan soil, said Ahmad Mqjidyar, a 
researcher at the Middle East In¬ 
stitute in Washington. 

“Unlike Afghan and American 
officials, Taliban leaders are still 
confident about a mihtary vic¬ 
tory,” he said. “The Tahban wiU 
most likely interpret the shift 
in US. strategy more as a sign 
of desperation than a gesture of 
goodwill.” 

During the 2009-12 surge of 
US. and NATO forces — when the 
coahtion peaked at about 100,000 
US. and 40,000 additional allied 
troops — the Taliban were pushed 
out of large stretches of southern 


and eastern Afghanistan, and the 
influx of U.S. resources accelerat¬ 
ed the growth of the Afghan army 
and pohce. 

Since then the Taliban, though 
outnumbered and outgunned by 
security forces, have mounted a 
comeback and now control more 
territory than at any time since 
they were forced from power in 
2001. 

“The Taliban would inevitably 
play a role in the Afghan political 
process,” Sedney said. 

Sedney added that most Af¬ 
ghans oppose the Taliban, and 
he doesn’t see the militants com¬ 
ing into power as they did in the 
1990s, though individual leaders 
would probably win elections. 


Anthony Cumpian, a former 
specialist who received a Purple 
Heart after getting shot in his left 
arm in Paktia province in 2012, 
said he welcomes the prospect of 
peace talks. Cumpian, of San An¬ 
tonio, said the war has to end at 
some point, even if the Taliban re¬ 
tains influence. 

“I don’t think the Taliban hav¬ 
ing a legit voice in the government 
would be a good testament to all 
the Western blood spilled over 
there, but I also know everyone 
thinks they are the good guys,” 
Cumpian said. “I don’t think any¬ 
thing about that place is black and 
white.” 

Iawrence.jp@strrpes.com 

Twitter: @jplawrence3 


Officials say ISIS bomber kills 20, Taliban kill 9 police 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An Is¬ 
lamic State suicide bomber killed 
20 people in northern Afghanistan 
on Tuesday, including a Taliban 
commander, while in southern 
Kandahar province the Taliban 
attacked a police checkpoint in 
Arghistan district late Monday 
night, killing nine policemen and 
wounding seven, according to 
Daud Ahmadi, the spokesman for 
the provincial governor. 

Zia Durrani, the provincial po¬ 
lice spokesman, said 25 Taliban 
fighters were killed and 15 were 
wounded in the ensuing battle in 
Arghistan, a district close to the 
Pakistani border. 

Afghanistan has faced intense 
attacks by both the Taliban and 
the country’s ISIS affiliate recent¬ 
ly, even as Washington considers 
a Taliban demand for direct talks 
in hopes of jump-starting a nego¬ 
tiated end to what is now the lon¬ 


gest military engagement by U.S. 
forces. 

A Taliban official in Qatar, 
where the Taliban maintain an 
unofficial office, said the insur¬ 
gents want direct talks and are 
ready to put troop withdrawal as 
well as any outstanding concerns 
the United States might have on 
the table but that so far, no offi¬ 
cial request to open negotiations 
has come from Washington. 

Speaking on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he is not autho¬ 
rized to speak to the media, the 
Taliban official said de-listing 
Taliban leaders from U.S and 
UN. watch lists and recognizing 
their office in Doha, Qatar’s capi¬ 
tal, would aid progress in talks, 
should they begin. 

Meanwhile, in northern Af¬ 
ghanistan’s Sar-i-Pul province, 
provincial police Chief Abdul Qa- 
yuom Baqizoi said Tuesday’s at¬ 
tack by ISIS took place as village 
elders met with Taliban officials. 


He said 15 of the 20 killed were 
local elders and five were Taliban 
members, including a Taliban 
commander. 

The Taliban and ISIS have been 
waging bitter battles in recent 
days in northern Afghanistan. As 
many as 100 insurgents from both 
the Taliban and ISIS have died in 
the fighting, Baqizoi said. 

However, provincial council 
Chief Mohammed Noor Rahman 
gave a different account of the 
explosion, saying it occurred in 
a mosque as a funeral was taking 
place. The area is remote and it 
was impossible to reconcile the 
differing accounts. 

Also Tuesday, in southern 
Helmand’s Musa Qala district, 
a commando unit stormed a jail 
late Monday that Taliban insur¬ 
gents had been operating. 

They found and freed 32 civil¬ 
ians, 16 policemen, four soldiers 
and two military doctors, said 
Omar Zwak, spokesman for the 


provincial governor. The Taliban 
did not immediately comment 
on the raid, but the insurgents 
are in control of the majority of 
the districts in Helmand, where 
they have increased their attacks 
against provincial officials and 
security forces. 

The Taliban have long refused 
direct talks with the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment, demanding instead to 
negotiate with the U.S. They have 
maintained that position despite 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani’s 
unilateral extension of a holiday 
cease-fire last month in hopes of 
encouraging the Taliban to come 
to the negotiating table. 

When the Taliban continued 
to mount deadly attacks, Ghani 
ordered government forces to 
resume military operations this 
month. The unprecedented cease¬ 
fire had offered a rare glimpse of 
peace for Afghans during which 
militants fraternized with mem¬ 
bers of the security forces. 


Syrians flee toward 
Israel, wave white flags 

BEIRUT — Dozens of Syr¬ 
ians marched toward the frontier 
with the Israel-occupied Golan 
Heights on Tuesday, fleeing the 
Syrian government offensive 
in southwestern Syria. The dis¬ 
placed waved white flags at the 
Israeli soldiers before they turned 
back, according to activists. 

The brief protest on the fron¬ 
tier comes as Syrian and Russian 
airstrikes intensified in the Qu- 
neitra countryside and in western 
Daraa province. 

Earlier Tuesday, at least 10 
civilians were killed when a sus¬ 
pected Russian airstrike hit a 
school that serves as a shelter 
in the village of Ain el-Tineh, in 
Quneitra, about 4 miles from the 
Israeli frontier, according to a 
Syrian search and rescue team. 

Moaz al-Assaad, a photogra¬ 
pher in Quneitra, said by the time 
he made it to the frontier the pro¬ 
testers had dispersed. 

From The Associated Press 
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Army abandons effort to expel immigrant soldier 


By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

The Army has reversed its wide¬ 
ly covered decision to discharge a 
citizenship-seeking immigrant 
soldier, in what his lawyer called 
an acknowledgment that the move 
was “improper.” 

Lucas Calixto, 28, a reservist 
from Brazil, had faced an uncer¬ 
tain future in the United States 
before the reversal, which was re¬ 
ported by The Associated Press. 
An abrupt discharge was likely to 
knock him off his path to citizen¬ 
ship, which the military promises 
in exchange for the skills of immi¬ 
grants who enlist. 


The reversal, revealed in a fed¬ 
eral court filing Monday, comes as 
the Army and the Pentagon have 
defended tightening regulations 
for a program that has historically 
traded expedited citizenship for 
badly needed language and medi¬ 
cal skills from foreign recruits. 

“We are pleased that the Army 
recognized that Mr. Calixto’s dis¬ 
charge was improper and will be 
revoked within two days,” an at¬ 
torney for Calixto, Douglas Ba¬ 
ruch, told The Washington Post 
on Monday. “He and we know of 
no reason why the Army wouldn’t 
want him to complete his eight- 
year service commitment.” 

A Pentagon spokeswoman de¬ 


clined to comment on the Calixto 
decision. 

Since 2009, more than 10,000 
immigrants have enlisted in the 
Mihtary Accessions Vital to the 
National Interest program, or 
MAVNI. But discharges such as 
Calixto’s have been on the rise, ac¬ 
cording to legal experts. At least 
40 additional recruits and soldiers 
have been expelled, the AP re¬ 
ported this month, though experts 
say the number is hkely higher. 

It is unclear whether any of 
them were expelled in the same 
manner as Calixto. It is also un¬ 
clear whether any of those deci¬ 
sions may be reversed. 

A native of Brazil who was re¬ 


cruited for his fluency in Portu¬ 
guese, Calixto enlisted in 2016 and 
served in an Army Reserve unit in 
Massachusetts. He sued the Army 
in June after it moved to expel him 
for unspecified “personnel secu¬ 
rity” reasons. He was deemed to 
exhibit honorable service as re¬ 
cently as May and earned a recent 
promotion, says his lawsuit, filed 
in US. District Court in the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 

The suit claimed the Army 
violated its own policies by not 
explaining why he was separated 
or giving him a chance to re¬ 
spond. The Army’s discharge also 
violated constitutional protections 
of due process under the Fifth 
Amendment, the lawsuit claimed. 


The Army said in the Monday 
filing that it would “comply with 
the apphcable law and regulations 
governing administrative separa¬ 
tion of soldiers.” 

Margaret Stock, a retired Army 
officer who designed the MAVNI 
program and is now a practicing 
immigration lawyer, said she es¬ 
timates that “dozens” are in the 
same position as Calixto — dis¬ 
charged with no explanation or 
recourse. 

It was telling that the Army 
reversed its decision instead of 
opposing the injunction, she told 
the Post. 

“It’s disturbing you have to file 
a lawsuit to get the Army to follow 
its own regulations,” Stock said. 



Teach: Marines often work with partner forces trying to break free of top-down culture 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

“By seeing what we do, they might aspire 
to do some of the things we do (and) adopt 
certain things that work for their culture, 
but which are more efficient than things 
they might currently be doing,” said M^. 
Travis Posey, inspector instructor for the 
Marine Reserve’s Echo Company, 2nd Bat¬ 
talion, 25th Marine Regiment. 

The Ukrainians operate with a strong 
top-down mentality, which means NCOs 
are often reluctant to deviate from a plan 
as briefed without explicit instruction. That 
leaves every new decision up to a superior. 

“Historically speaking, the Ukrainian 
marines have been very officer-driven,” 
said Chief Warrant Officer Matthew An¬ 
derson, the US. regiment’s gunner, who 
said the most helpful aspect of the two-week 
exercise may not have been hve-fire drills 
but the Ukrainian troops’ ability to observe 
US. Marine leaders at various levels work¬ 
ing together. 

The Americans operate by intent, allow¬ 
ing junior officers, NCOs and even non- 
NCOs to make decisions. 

“We rely a lot more on our NCO corps day 
to day,” said Gunnery Sgt. Francisco Na¬ 
varro, operations chief for Echo Company. 
“Their NCO corps really is not there yet.” 

Operating from intent streamlines things 
for officers, Posey said. Commanders don’t 
have to consider every eventuality or outline 
every step in a process, and that’s critical 
for a service like the naval infantry, which 
is meant to be more quickly deployable and 
maneuverable than a large Army force. 
“Semper Gumby,” or always flexible, is the 


Marine Corps’ unofficial motto. 

It also lets commanders see the big pic¬ 
ture while NCOs are “making his plans a 
reahty,” said Navarro, who also gave pro¬ 
fessional military education classes to the 
Ukrainians. 

“That’s where they want to be,” Navarro 
said of the Ukrainian marines. “They’re ac¬ 
tually pushing to be at that level.” 

The American approach appealed to 
Capt. Alexander Tonenchuk, the Ukrainian 
marine battahon’s deputy commander, who 
had attended the US. Marine Corps’ officer 
leadership training at The Basic School in 
Quantico, Va. 

“I like the disciphne and the leadership of 
your Marine Corps,” Tonenchuk said. “Not 
that we don’t have discipline, but the US. 
Marine’s discipline is different. They are 
very professional.” 

The US. troops’ bearing and profession¬ 
alism also stood out to Pvt. Kristina Niko¬ 
laeva, a Ukrainian machine-gunner who 


said she was impressed by their “cohesion 
and their battle ability.” 

It’s not uncommon for Marines to work 
with partner forces that struggle to break 
free of a culture of top-down leadership, 
Posey said. 

Militaries in West Africa faced similar 
challenges, he said. In Senegal, it took close 
to a decade of mentorship for the military 
to break such habits, which Posey said may 
have been a legacy of the country’s days as 
a French colony. 

The Ukrainian military is still a young 
post-Soviet Union force, but it has come a 
long way, said Capt. Brad Adams, Echo 
Company executive officer. 

It’s been less than three decades since 
Ukraine gained independence, and since 
then the country’s mihtary was systemati¬ 
cally ruined. Chief of the General Staff Vik¬ 
tor Muzhenko told Ukrainian media last 
year, three years after Russia’s 2014 an¬ 
nexation of the Crimean Peninsula. 


About 70 percent of the Ukrainian mili¬ 
tary in Crimea sided with Moscow, and the 
Ukrainians are still batthng Russia-backed 
separatists in the country’s east. 

During the exercise, Adams worked 
closely with Tonenchuk. A reservist, Adams 
is director of construction for a real estate 
developer in the civihan world. Both ca¬ 
reers have taught him to prioritize and al¬ 
locate resources. 

“You supervise and put yourself at the 
point of the most friction because you can 
only be in one place at a time,” he said. 

Delegating also allows subordinates to 
gain experience and build confidence so 
that they’re ready when called on to lead 
— which on a battlefield could happen at 
any moment. Not doing so risks creating a 
single point of failure in an organization. 

“They get the job done,” Adams said of 
the Ukrainians. “They’re just overtasking 
different individuals.” 

U.S. officers “give the enlisted way 
more authority,” said Sgt. Chad Sparks, a 
machine-gunner with Echo Company. The 
Ukrainians seemed surprised by that, he 
said. 

Concannon, for example, has been filling 
a staff NCO billet two ranks above his for 
two years. As a Marine section leader, he 
said, he expects his lance corporals to al¬ 
ready act like NCOs. 

That’s an important lesson for the Ukrai¬ 
nians, Posey said. “We’re showing them it 
doesn’t matter your rank, you’ll rise to the 
occasion,” he said. 

garland.chad@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @chadgarland 
egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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130K vets may be owed large tax refunds 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—The Defense 
Department has identified more 
than 130,000 veterans released 
from military service following 
injuries who may be owed more 
than $1,700 each in tax refunds 
after the Pentagon incorrectly 
withheld money from their dis¬ 
ability pay, officials said Monday. 

Letters were sent this month by 
the IRS notifying 130,062 veter¬ 
ans that the federal agency might 
have improperly collected taxes 
on their lump sum disabihty sev¬ 
erance pay issued between 1991 
and 2016, said Army Lt. Col. David 
Dulaney, the executive director of 
the Armed Forces Tax Council. 
Veterans who were sent the letter, 
which should arrive in the coming 


weeks, will have one year from the 
letter’s date to file their amended 
tax refund claim. 

The letters are being sent as the 
Pentagon’s response to the Combat 
Injured Veterans Tax Fairness Act 
of 2016, which required the De¬ 
fense Department to identify and 
notify veterans about the error. 
The problem was first discovered 
by The National Veterans Legal 
Services Program, a nonprofit 
veterans service organization. 

That organization has said a 
computer ghtch in the Pentagon’s 
accounting system is to blame 
for the error. It estimated some 
$78 million was owed to former 
servicemembers. 

Dulaney said Monday that he 
did not have an estimate of how 
much money was owed. 

Under federal law, disability sev¬ 


erance pay cannot be taxed if an 
individual’s injury or illness was 
determined to have resulted from 
armed conflict, during extra-haz¬ 
ardous service, during war simu¬ 
lations, because of a weapon or if 
the individual is receiving disabil¬ 
ity pay from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

Veterans who receive notifica¬ 
tion will have options for how to 
obtain the money that they are 
owed, Dulaney said. 

They can apply for a standard 
refund amount approved by the 
IRS or they can submit a claim to 
the IRS for the actual amount of 
money withheld, he said. 

Veterans who claim the stan¬ 
dard refund and received their 
disabihty pay between 1991 and 
2005 would receive $1,750; those 
who received the pay between 


2006 and 2010 would receive 
$2,400; and people who received 
it between 2011 and 2016 would 
receive $3,200. 

To receive the standard refund, 
veterans must mail a completed 
IRS Form 1040X, write “Veteran 
Disability Severance” or “St. Clair 
Claim” at the top of the form and 
include the letter that they re¬ 
ceived, Dulaney said. 

To receive compensation for 
the total amount of money with¬ 
held, veterans must also submit 
documentation including past 
tax refunds proving the amount 
of taxes improperly withheld, 
Dulaney said. 

It is possible the standard re¬ 
fund is either larger or smaller 
than the actual amount of money 
that the veterans overpaid, Du¬ 
laney said. He did not know how 


the IRS arrived at the standard 
refund amounts, and the IRS did 
not immediately respond Mon¬ 
day to requests for comment. The 
National Veterans Legal Services 
Program estimates some veterans 
are owed more than $10,000. 

Dulaney said it was possible 
some veterans other than those 
receiving letters are also owed 
tax refunds for money improperly 
withheld. He referred people who 
believe they are owed money to the 
Defense Finance and Accounting 
Service and the IRS by visiting 
one of these websites: https://www. 
dfas.mil/dsp_irs.html or https:// 
www.irs.gov/individuals/military/ 
combat-injured-veterans-tax-fair- 
ness-act-claim-information-avail- 
able. 


dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


US soldiers help South Korean accident 
victim during drive to Camp Humphreys 



William WicHi/Courtesy of the U.S Army 


From left, Army Spc. Won Seok Kim, command group driver; Col. 
Edith Ruiz, deputy commander for nursing; and 1st Lt. Alexander 
Seawright, a nurse, pose at the Brian Allgood Army Community 
Hospital in South Korea on Monday. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Three 
American medical soldiers were 
in the “right place at the right 
time” on Friday the 13th. 

Two Army nurses and a com¬ 
mand driver were headed from 
the main U.S. military hospital 
at Yongsan Garrison in Seoul to 
a meeting at Camp Humphreys 
when they saw a woman injured 
in an accident on the highway 
near Osan, about 30 miles south 
of Seoul. 

The trio, assigned to the Brian 
Allgood Army Community Hos¬ 
pital, stopped to help. 

Col. Edith Ruiz, deputy com¬ 
mander for nursing, and 1st Lt. 
Alexander Seawright, a nurse, 
performed first aid while Spc. 
Won Seok Kim, the command 
driver, translated and helped 
keep others on the scene calm 
until an ambulance arrived. 


“We saw a lady get out of 
her car, trip and hit an incom¬ 
ing small truck, then she kind 
of rolled 

. under- 

We saw a neath,” 

lady gat out Tuesday 

of her car, in a tele- 

trip and hit 

. . terview. 

an incoming ^^id, 
small truck, oh, my 


underneath. ^ to help 

Col. Edith Ruiz . 

deputy commander 

for nursing “ 

Waipahu, 
Hawaii, 

said they found the woman face 
down and bleeding. 

“My biggest fear was that she 
had a neck injury, so I told 1st Lt. 


Seawright to make sure her head 
was steady,” Ruiz said, adding 
her team didn’t have equipment 
with them so they mainly worked 
to stabilize the woman until the 
ambulance arrived. 

“It took about 20 minutes for the 
ambulance to get there because, 
of course, traffic was backed up,” 
she said. 

Seawright, 27, of Swansea, S.C., 
said the woman was complaining 
of pain but was alert and able to 
speak. He said somebody on the 
scene gave them a gray blanket 
that they used as a pillow and to 
help stanch the bleeding. 

The soldiers said they had 
discussed the fact that it was 
Friday the 13th beforehand and 
expressed hope that nothing 
would happen. 

“We’re glad that by the grace of 
God, we were in the right place at 
the right time,” Seawright said. 

Police said the woman was 


about 65 years old and was taken 
to the nearby Ajou University 
Hospital, which specializes in 
trauma. Details about her condi¬ 
tion were not available. 

“Her family was thankful,” said 
Kim, 27, who is originally from 
Seoul but studied in the United 


States. “I also received a text from 
the highway patrol saying thank 
you for helping with the scene.” 

Stars and Stripes correspondent 
Yoo Kyong Chang contributed to this 
report. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Marines field-test flash-bang mortar rounds during RIMPAC in Hawaii 


By Marcus Fichte 

Stars and Stripes 

POHAKULOA TRAINING 
AREA, Hawaii — The Marine 
Corps has field-tested flash-bang 
mortar rounds designed to sup¬ 
press the enemy and save civilian 
fives during the Rim of the Pa¬ 
cific exercise in Hawaii. 

Twenty-five nations, more than 
45 surface ships and submarines, 
17 national land forces, more than 
200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel 
are involved in the drills, which 
are scheduled to run through 
Aug. 2 in Hawaii and Southern 
California. 

The Marines fired 56 flash- 
bang mortar rounds at Pohakuloa 
Training Area on Hawaii’s Big 
Island during the field test Mon¬ 
day. It was the first field test for 
the 81 mm munitions, developed 
by the Joint Non-Lethal Weapons 


Program at Quantico, Va. 

A standard mortar round is 
designed to strike and destroy a 
target. The new, nonlethal round 
can be timed to airburst overhead 
and release 14 flash bangs that 
descend with the aid of a ribbon 
attached to their tail. Parachutes 
attached to the metal shell pre¬ 
vent harm when they land. 

The round, which took six years 
to develop, fills a capability gap, 
said Nathan Rush, a munitions ca¬ 
pabilities integration officer who 
was on hand for the field test. 

“The munition has reached a 
point where we felt comfortable 
integrating it into an exercise to 
get the operational feedback that 
we need from the Marines,” he 
said. 

Marines from 1st Battalion, 3rd 
Marine Regiment, who “hung” 
the first rounds at a makeshift 


shack at a range of a few thou¬ 
sand yards, were initially skepti¬ 
cal about the new munition. 

“The first thing that went 
through my head was, ‘Why?’” said 
Sgt. Joshua Jackson, 60 mm mor¬ 
tar section lead with Company A. 
“We’re in the business of killing; 
we’re here to destroy things.” 

The mortarmen quickly found 
a rhythm and launched two days’ 
worth of the flash-bang rounds in 
an hour of testing. 

“It makes the same boom,” 
Jackson, 30, of McCalla, Ala., 
said with a grin. 

Soon, he and Cpl. William Fer¬ 
ris, the unit’s fire direction center 
chief, were coming up with uses 
for the round. 

Jackson said they could dis¬ 
tract defenders of a strongpoint. 
“They’ll be disoriented ... and 
while their heads are hunkered 


down making sense of what hap¬ 
pened, we can assault,” he said. 

Enemies using human shields 
or near-sensitive items might also 
be targets, he said. 

Flash-bang rounds have po¬ 
tential for operations in the dark, 
Ferris added. “It would be much 
more effective at night ... once 
that flash goes off, you’re going to 
be night-blind,” said the Lamar, 
Colo., native. 

“We’re not reinventing the 
wheel,” said devices technical 
lead Michael Markowitch, 34, of 
Rockaway, N.J. He described the 
new munition as an illumination 
round with its guts ripped out and 
filled with flash bangs. 

The round can suppress an area 
covering 24 to 30 square yards, 
although effects can differ based 
on a shot’s trajectory, he said. 

The Marines found a few issues 
that will need to be addressed. 


About one in 10 rounds fired 
didn’t detonate properly, rounds 
wobbled on the way out of mortar 
tubes and it looked like the para¬ 
chutes could use refinement, the 
Marines said. 

However, the mortarmen were 
happy with the new munitions, 
rating them at a B average. 

Rush noted that the rounds are 
still in the development phase 
and that the testing is aimed at 
fault-finding. 

“[The round] is still in develop¬ 
ment; it’s not the final product,” 
he said 

There will be another six 
months of field testing and two 
years of qualifications before the 
rounds can be mass-produced by 
2021, Rush said. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MarcusFichtl 
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Trump's actions during 
summit draw rebukes 



By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s first summit with Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin left a wake of confu¬ 
sion and outrage in the U.S. 

After a remarkable 45-minute joint press 
conference, the White House struggled to 
explain why Trump aligned so closely with 
the Russian leader, a chief geopolitical foe. 
Several prominent Republicans expressed 
disappointment with the president’s per¬ 
formance. Intelligence officials publicly 
broke from the president’s comments about 
Russian meddling in the 2016 campaign. 

The aftermath was a reminder of Trump’s 
AM AI VC 1C singular political posi- 
AN ALT 91 d tioning. After a year and a 
half in power. Trump still 
alienates both his party 
and some in his own government. 

Here’s a look at what else we learned 
from their joint press conference: 

■ Trump still doubts U.S. intelligence. 
Since the first intelligence assessment find¬ 
ing that Russia interfered in the 2016 cam¬ 
paign, Trump has zigzagged on whether he 
actually believes it. When pressed publicly, 
he says he accepts Russia’s involvement 
but then later suggests he has doubts. 

The indictment Friday of 12 Russian 
officials on charges of hacking and other 
related crimes does not appear to have 
changed his mind. 

“I don’t see any reason” why Russia 
would interfere in the election. Trump 
added, while then claiming he maintains 
confidence in the intelligence community. 
“I have confidence in both parties,” he said 
of Putin and U.S. intelligence. 

Trump’s comments Monday offered 
insight into why he’s so reluctant to ac¬ 
knowledge Moscow’s role. Asked about 
the finding. Trump quickly slipped into a 
defense of his legitimacy, calling his bid 
“a clean campaign.” For the president, 
it seems any conversation about foreign 
meddling is an attack on his claim to the 


office. In his remarks Monday, he proved 
himself unwilling to remove the issue from 
politics or view it as a security threat or a 
challenge to U.S. democracy. 

■ Putin admits the obvious. The Rus¬ 
sian leader confirmed international sus¬ 
picions and the assessments of the U.S. 
intelligence community that he was root¬ 
ing for Trump over Hillary Clinton during 
the 2016 U.S. presidential election. 

“Yes, I did,” Putin said, when asked if he 
wanted Trump to win. “Yes, I did. Because 
he talked about bringing the U.S.-Russia 
relationship back to normal.” 

After all, there was little love lost be¬ 
tween Putin and Trump’s opponent, former 
Secretary of State Clinton, who had grown 
increasingly critical of his government’s 
actions in Ukraine and Syria. 

Russia has used election meddling be¬ 
fore to undermine public confidence in 
democratically elected governments. Even 
if Putin didn’t specifically order meddling 
to benefit Trump in 2016, U.S. officials 
say Russia tried to undermine Americans’ 
faith in their government. 

Putin appeared to poke at the sensitive 
subject Monday when he responded to a 
question about meddling by asking, “Do 
you believe United States is a democracy?” 

■ Putin played statesman; Trump 
played trusting friend. Putin was in the 
driver’s seat during the news conference 
— speaking first and easily parrying with 
reporters. Trump, whose opening remarks 
were delivered from notes, appeared un¬ 
comfortable at some points and defensive 
at others. 

The leaders’ news conference was over¬ 
shadowed by talk of 2016 and Russia inter¬ 
ference, and as Trump remained focused 
on pushing back on questions about his 
election, the rest of the bilateral relation¬ 
ship was left to Putin to explain. Trump 
did not criticize Russia’s support for Syr¬ 
ian leader Bashar Assad, whom the U.S. 
has called on to step down. Instead, Trump 
said the pair was committed to Israel’s se¬ 
curity and maintained that the U.S. and 


Russian militaries “do get along.” 

Regarding Iran, Putin chastised the U.S. 
president for weakening the Iran nuclear 
deal. 

Trump did not communicate the U.S. op¬ 
position to Russia’s annexation of Crimea, 
leaving it to Putin to note, when asked, the 
U.S. position. 

“(The) posture of President Trump 
on Crimea is well-known, and he stands 
firmly by it,” Putin said. “He continued to 
maintain that it was illegal to annex it.” 

Putin, of course, disagrees. 

■ Putin says he doesn’t have compro¬ 
mising material on Trump. Asked directly 
whether his government possesses embar¬ 
rassing or incriminating material on the 
U.S. president, Putin told reporters, “It’s 
hard to imagine greater nonsense.” He 
added, “Please get this rubbish out of your 
heads.” 

Speaking to salacious claims about 
Trump’s business trips to Russia that first 
surfaced in an election-year dossier pre¬ 
pared by an ex-British spy, Putin said, 
“I did not even know he was in Moscow.” 


Trump has long denied the allegations and 
has used the partly unsubstantiated claims 
in the document, funded in part by Demo¬ 
crats, as a cudgel against the wider investi¬ 
gation of Russian interference. 

■ The gift. Still in the afterglow of 
hosting the World Cup, Putin pulled out 
a red-and-white soccer ball and tossed it 
at Trump, whose country will co-host the 
2026 tournament. 

Praising Russia’s role as host. Trump 
said of the North American joint-host com¬ 
mittee, “We hope we do as good a job.” 

Trump said he’d give the ball to his son, 
Barron, 12, a soccer fan for whom he in¬ 
stalled a soccer net at the White House. 
Then the U.S. president tossed the ball to 
his wife, Melania, sitting in the front row. 

Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina, an outspoken Putin critic 
who has an on-again, off-again relationship 
with Trump, tweeted, “If it were me. I’d 
check the soccer ball for listening devices 
and never allow it in the White House.” 


President defies advisers in embracing Russian leader 


By Ashley Parker, 

Josh Dawsey 
AND Carol D. Leonnig 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Administra¬ 
tion officials had hoped that maybe, 
just maybe, Monday’s summit be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladmir Putin 
would end differently — without a 
freewheeling 46-minute news con¬ 
ference in which Trump attacked 
his own FBI on foreign soil and 
warmly praised archrival Russia. 

Ahead of the meeting, staffers 
provided Trump with some 100 
pages of briefing materials aimed 
at laying out a tough posture to¬ 
ward Putin, but the president ig¬ 
nored most of it, according to one 
person familiar with the discus¬ 
sions, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to disclose internal 
deliberations. Trump’s remarks 
were “very much counter to the 
plan,” the person said. 

“Everyone around Trump” was 
urging him to take a firm stance 


with Putin, according to a second 
person familiar with the prepara¬ 
tions. Before Monday’s meeting, 
the second person said, advisers 
covered matters from Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea to its inter¬ 
ference in the U.S. elections, but 
Trump “made a game-time deci¬ 
sion” to handle the summit his 
way. 

“I think that the United States 
has been foolish,” Trump said at 
one point, referring to tensions 
with Russia. “I think we’ve all 
been foolish. We should’ve had 
this dialogue a long time ago; a 
long time, frankly, before I got to 
office.” 

A senior White House official 
disputed the idea that the presi¬ 
dent acted unilaterally, and said 
he had numerous sessions with 
senior administration officials 
preparing for the summit in addi¬ 
tion to briefing materials. 

In the end, Trump’s perfor¬ 
mance alongside Putin in the 
Finnish capital seemed like a tour 
through his most controversial 


conspiracy theories, tweets and 
off-the-cuff musings on Russia — 
except he did it all while abroad, 
standing just feet from Putin, the 
leader of one of America’s great¬ 
est geopolitical foes. 

The spectacle in Helsinki also 
underscored Trump’s eagerness 
to disregard his own advisers, his 
willingness to flout the conclu¬ 
sions of his own intelligence com¬ 
munity — that Russia interfered 
in the 2016 U.S. elections — and 
his apparent fear that pressing 
Putin on the subject might cast 
doubt on his electoral victory. 

“The president has been more 
reluctant than most to weigh into 
the idea that Russia did it and 
they’re still doing it,” said Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. “He felt 
that would undermine his own 
election.” 

This account of the days leading 
up to Trump’s Helsinki summit is 
based on interviews with more 
than a half-dozen White House 
officials, advisers and diplomats, 
most of whom requested anonym¬ 


ity to reveal internal discussions. 

Signs that things might not go 
according to plan were evident 
during the two days Trump spent 
holed up at his luxury seaside golf 
resort in Turnberry, Scotland. 

The president spent much of the 
weekend “growling,” in the words 
of one White House official, over 
the Justice Department’s indict¬ 
ment Friday of 12 Russian intel¬ 
ligence officials for interfering in 
the 2016 election. He fretted that 
the timing of the indictments was 
intended to injure him politically, 
the official said. 

But a senior White House offi¬ 
cial said Trump had been in favor 
of announcing the indictments be¬ 
fore the trip so he could raise the 
issue privately with Putin. 

Trump also made it clear that he 
was more excited to sit down with 
the Russian president than he had 
been to visit with NATO allies 
earlier in the week in Brussels. 

“He loved the summit with Kim 
Jong Un,” the White House of¬ 
ficial said, referring to the North 


Korean leader with whom Trump 
met last month in Singapore. “He 
thinks he can sit down eye to eye 
with these guys, flatter them and 
make a deal.” 

In advance of the Putin meet¬ 
ing, White House officials repeat¬ 
edly told European allies “not to 
worry,” according to diplomats 
familiar with the discussions. No 
deals would be made between 
Putin and Trump, they said, and 
no secret promises would be of¬ 
fered that could threaten the bal¬ 
ance of power on the continent. 

They also said the summit 
would have a declaration text that 
was short and generic. 

But the officials could not pro¬ 
vide similar assurances about the 
summit’s live news conference, a 
setting where the president rou¬ 
tinely defies the carefully laid 
plans of his White House team. 

One European official acknowl¬ 
edged the difficulty of relying on 
the assurances of Trump’s aides, 
saying, “These people don’t con¬ 
trol the reality.” 
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Trump offers explanation for comments 



From wire reports 

WASHINGTON — Facing a storm of 
criticism over his performance in Helsin¬ 
ki, President Donald Trump said Tuesday 
he meant the opposite when he said in a 
press conference that he doesn’t see why 
Russia would have interfered in the 2016 
U.S. elections. 

Back at the White House on Tues¬ 
day, the president told report-ers that he 
said he meant he doesn’t see why Russia 
“wouldn’t” be responsible. 

The president also said he accepts 
the American intelligence community’s 
conclusion that Russia interfered in the 
election, but he denied that the Russian 
campaign influenced the out-come or that 
his campaign had colluded in the effort. 

Trump spoke a day after returning to 
the U.S. to nearly universal condemnation 
of his performance at Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s side in Helsinki. Putin 
said he wanted Trump to win the race 
against Democrat Hillary Clinton. 

Pressure built throughout Tuesday as 
traditional Trump allies joined critics in 
the assault. A growing number of Repub¬ 
licans called on Trump to take swift action 
to embrace the U.S. intelli-gence commu¬ 
nity’s findings about Russian interference 
in the 2016 election. 

“He’s got to speak out about it, and he’s 
got to reverse course immediately,” for¬ 
mer White House communications direc¬ 
tor An-thony Scaramucci said during an 
appearance on CNN. “The op-tics of this 
situation are a disaster. ... If he doesn’t 
reverse course on this, he will eventually 
lose people who want to sup-port him.” 

Scaramucci, who said he still considers 
himself loyal to Trump, rec-ommended 
that the president huddle with “his smart¬ 
est, most loyal aides” and craft a statement 
making clear he understands there was 
Russian interference in the election. 

.Trump could do that while continuing to 
insist there was no collusion between the 
Russians and his campaign, Scaramucci 
said. 

Early in the morning. Trump seemed to 
remain defiant. 

Around 9 a.m. Tuesday, Trump spoke out 
about the summit for the first time since re¬ 
turning to Washington, taking to Twitter to 
thank Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., one of the few 
prominent Republicans who have defended 
his performance at Monday’s remarkable 
46-minute joint news conference. 

Earlier in the morning, Paul defended 
Trump on CBS, saying he has been the 
focus of a “partisan investigation” over 
Russia and is “sensitive to that.” 

Later in the afternoon. Senate M^ority 
Leader Mitch McConnell took Trump to 


task, saying: “Make no mistake about it, 
I would say to our friends in Europe, we 
understand the Russian threat and I think 
that is the widespread view here in the 
United States Senate among members of 
both parties.” 

Standing next to Putin on Monday, 
Trump would not challenge the Russian 
leader’s claim that his government played 
no role in trying to sabotage the U.S. elec¬ 
tion, despite the Justice Department’s 
indictments Friday of 12 Russian intelli¬ 
gence officers. 

Trump’s performance during the news 
conference prompted a wave of condem¬ 
nation, including from many in his own 
party. 

“It was a really bad day for the presi¬ 
dent,” Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., said 
Tuesday morning on CNN. “I think Presi¬ 
dent Trump was wrong yesterday in a 
m^or way, and I think it was a very em¬ 
barrassing press conference.” 

Kinzinger said Trump needed to speak 
to the nation about what happened — in 
person and not on Twitter. 

“You need to come out today and very 
much clarify this,” he said. 

Kinzinger’s pleading echoed former 
House speaker Newt Gingrich, a Republi¬ 
can who typically defends Trump. 

“President Trump must clarify his state¬ 


ments in Helsinki on our intelligence sys¬ 
tem and Putin,” Gingrich wrote on Twitter 
Monday. “It is the most serious mistake 
of his presidency and must be corrected 

— immediately.” 

Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., who Trump re¬ 
cently endorsed for re-election, was asked 
during an appearance on Fox News’s “Fox 
& Friends” on Tuesday whether he thinks 
Trump should clarify his comments at the 
news conference. 

“I look for the president to maybe illumi¬ 
nate a little further the progress that was 
made in the closed-door session,” Gaetz 
said, referring to a two-hour meeting ear¬ 
lier Monday between Trump and Putin at 
which only their translators were present. 

Trump had no public events on his 
schedule Tuesday, but he was scheduled to 
meet behind closed doors in the afternoon 
with lawmakers from the Ways and Means 
Committee to discuss taxes. 

In a tweet later Tuesday morning. 
Trump took credit for pledges from NATO 
allies at a summit last week in Brussels to 
meet their targets for defense spending 

— a move he said was “bad for Russia.” 

Trump tweeted “I had a great meeting 

with NATO. They have paid $33 Billion 
more and will pay hundreds of Billions of 
Dollars more in the future, only because of 
me. NATO was weak, but now it is strong 


again (bad for Russia). The media only 
says I was rude to leaders, never mentions 
the money!” 

At a news conference following the 
NATO summit last week, the president 
claimed that alliance members had agreed 
to “substantially up their commitment ... 
at levels that they’ve never thought of be¬ 
fore.” Other NATO leaders have disputed 
Trump’s assertions. 

Fellow Republicans criticized Trump 
on Monday, including Rep. Peter T. King, 
R-N.Y, who said the president needs to be 
clearer about the difference between Rus¬ 
sian interference and alleged collusion 
with the Trump campaign. 

“I mean, the president never makes a 
distinction between collusion and med¬ 
dling,” King said. 

“To me, I still believe there’s no collu¬ 
sion. I’ve seen no evidence of that. What he 
said, he lumps it all together. 

“The more he says there’s no meddling, 
the more some people are going to think 
there’s collusion,” King added. “Just as 
he’s making the mistake of mixing the two 
together, so the public says, ‘Well, if he’s 
denying this, he’s denying everything.’” 

The Associated Press and Washington Post con¬ 
tributed to this report. 


Obama gives Trump sharp rebuke in Mandela address 


By Andrew Meldrum 

Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — Without 
ever mentioning President Donald 
Trump by name, former President 
Barack Obama on Tuesday took 
aim at “strongman pohtics” in his 
highest-profile speech since leav¬ 
ing office, urging people around 
the world to respect human rights 
and other values now under threat 
in an impassioned address mark¬ 
ing the 100th anniversary of anti¬ 
apartheid leader Nelson Mandela’s 
birth. 

Obama’s speech to a cheering 


crowd of thousands in South Af¬ 
rica countered many of Trump’s 
pohcies, rallying people around 
the world to keep ahve the ideas 
that Mandela worked for includ¬ 
ing democracy, diversity and 
tolerance. 

Obama opened by calling 
today’s times “strange and un¬ 
certain,” adding that “each day’s 
news cycle is bringing more head¬ 
spinning and disturbing head¬ 
lines.” These days “we see much 
of the world threatening to return 
to a more dangerous, more brutal, 
way of doing business,” he said. 

He targeted politicians pushing 


“politics of fear, resentment, re¬ 
trenchment,” saying they are on 
the move “at a pace unimaginable 
just a few years ago.” 

He attacked “strongman poli¬ 
tics,” saying that “those in power 
seek to undermine every insti¬ 
tution ... that gives democracy 
meaning.” 

He spoke up for equality in all 
forms, saying that “I would have 
thought we had figured that out 
by now,” and he even invoked the 
World Cup-winning French team 
and its diversity. He warned that 
countries that engage in xenopho¬ 
bia “eventually... find themselves 


consumed by civil war.” 

And he noted the “utter loss 
of shame among political lead¬ 
ers when they’re caught in a lie 
and they just double down and 
lie some more,” warning that the 
denial of facts — such as that of 
climate change — could be the 
undoing of democracy. 

But Obama reminded the au¬ 
dience that “we’ve been through 
darker times. We’ve been through 
lower valleys,” and he closed with 
a call to action: “I say if people 
can learn to hate, they can be 
taught to love.” 



Themba Hadebe/AP 


Former President Barack Obama 
delivers a speech at the 16th 
Annual Nelson Mandela Lecture 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
on Tuesday. 













Wednesday, July 18,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 


US arrests woman accused 
of acting as Russian agent 



Jelsin Aguilar Padilla shakes hands with immigration attorney Jorge 
L. Baron after his flight from New \brk as he is reunited with his 
mother, Yolany, in Seattle on Saturday. 

Deportation of 
reunified famiiies 
temporarily halted 


By Elliot Spagat 
AND Colleen Long 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — A federal judge 
on Monday ordered a temporary 
halt to deportations of immigrant 
families reunited after being sep¬ 
arated at the border, as the Trump 
administration races to meet a 
July 26 deadline for putting more 
than 2,500 children back in their 
parents’ arms. 

U.S. District Judge Dana Sa- 
braw imposed a delay of at least 
a week after a request from the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
which cited “persistent and in¬ 
creasing rumors ... that mass 
deportations may be carried out 
imminently and immediately 
upon reunification.” 

Justice Department attorney 
Scott Stewart opposed the delay 
but did not address the rumors in 
court. 

The ACLU requested that par¬ 
ents have at least one week to de¬ 
cide whether to pursue asylum in 
the U.S. after they are reunited 
with their children. The judge held 
off on deciding that issue until the 
government outlines its objections 
in writing by next Monday. 

ACLU attorney Lee Gelernt 
told reporters that he was “ex¬ 
tremely pleased” by the halt and 
that parents need time to think 
over with their children and ad¬ 
visers whether to seek asylum. 

“It’s hard to imagine a more 
profound or momentous deci¬ 
sion,” he said. 

The hearing in San Diego oc¬ 
curred as the government ac¬ 
celerated reunifications at eight 
unidentified U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement loca¬ 
tions. The families are scattered 
around the country, the adults at 
immigration detention centers, 
the children at shelters overseen 
by the government. 

Annunciation House, a shelter in 


El Paso, said the government has 
begun transporting children in 
a “tremendous amount of airline 
flights” to El Paso and elsewhere. 
Director Ruben Garcia said he is 
preparing to take in as many as 
100 reunified famihes a day. 

Late last month, Sabraw or¬ 
dered the government to reunite 
the thousands of children and par¬ 
ents who were forcibly separated 
at the border by the Trump ad¬ 
ministration this past spring. He 
set a deadline of July 10 for chil¬ 
dren under 5 and gave the govern¬ 
ment until July 26 to reunite 2,551 
youngsters ages 5 to 17. 

On Monday, the judge com¬ 
mended the government for a 
revised plan submitted over the 
weekend to reunify the older 
children. The plan calls for DNA 
testing and other screening mea¬ 
sures if red flags are raised dur¬ 
ing background checks. 

Jonathan White, of the Office 
of Refugee Resettlement, who is 
overseeing the government’s ef¬ 
fort, assured the judge that some 
reunifications of older children 
already occurred, and “it is our 
intent to reunify children prompt¬ 
ly.” He went into detail on how the 
process was working. 

The judge praised White’s tes¬ 
timony, saying, “What is in place 
is a great start to making a large 
number of reunifications happen 
very, very quickly.” 

Also Monday, advocates said in 
federal court in Los Angeles that 
immigrant children in govern¬ 
ment custody are being given poor 
food, kept in unsanitary conditions 
and face insults and threats. 

The allegations came amid a 
long-running effort by attorneys 
to have a court-appointed moni¬ 
tor oversee the U.S. government’s 
compliance with a decades-old 
settlement governing the treat¬ 
ment of immigrant children 
caught on the border. 


By Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A 29-year- 
old gun rights activist served as 
a covert Russian agent while liv¬ 
ing in Washington, gathering in¬ 
telligence on American officials 
and political organizations and 
working to establish back-chan¬ 
nel lines of communications for 
the Kremlin, federal prosecutors 
charged Monday. 

The announcement of the ar¬ 
rest of Maria Butina came just 
hours after President Donald 
Trump met with Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin and just 
days after special counsel Robert 
Mueller charged 12 Russian in¬ 
telligence officials with directing 
a sprawling hacking effort aimed 
at swaying the 2016 election. 

Mueller didn’t file the charge 
against Butina, but court pa¬ 
pers show her activities revolved 
around American politics during 
the 2016 campaign and included 
efforts to use contacts with the 
National Rifle Association to de¬ 
velop relationships with U.S. poli¬ 
ticians and gather intelligence for 
Russia. 

Court papers also reveal that an 
unnamed American who worked 
with Butina claimed to have been 
involved in setting up a “private 
line of communication” ahead 
of the 2016 election between the 
Kremlin and “key” officials in an 
American political party through 
the NRA. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Exactly 
seven months before the 2016 
presidential election, Russian gov¬ 
ernment hackers made it onto a 
Democratic committee’s network. 

One of their carefully crafted 
fraudulent emails had hit pay 
dirt, enticing an employee to click 
a link and enter her password. 

That breach of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Commit¬ 
tee was the first significant step in 
gaining access to the Democratic 
National Committee network. 

To steal politically sensitive in¬ 
formation, prosecutors say, the 
hackers exploited some of the 
United States’ own computer in¬ 
frastructure against it, using serv¬ 
ers they leased in Arizona and 
Ilhnois. 

The details were included in 
an indictment released Friday by 
special counsel Robert Mueller, 
who accused the GRU, Russia’s 
mihtary intelligence agency, of 
taking part in a wide-ranging con¬ 
spiracy to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election. The compa¬ 
nies operating the servers were 
not identified in the court papers. 

The Russians are accused of 
exploiting their access to inex¬ 
pensive, powerful servers world¬ 
wide — conveniently available 



AP 


Maria Butina speaks to a crowd 
during a 2013 rally in support 
of legalizing the possession of 
handguns in Moscow, Russia. 

The court papers do not name 
the political party mentioned in 
the October 2016 message, but 
they contain details that appear 
to refer to the Republican Party. 
The documents don’t say wheth¬ 
er the back channel was ever 
established. 

The NRA, which has previously 
been connected to Butina in pub¬ 
lic reporting and information re¬ 
leased by members of Congress, 
did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. 

Butina, a Russian national who 
has been living in the US., was 
charged with conspiracy to act as 
an unregistered agent of the Rus¬ 
sian government. A federal judge 
in Washington ordered her jailed 
until a hearing set for Wednesday, 
according to a statement from the 
Justice Department and Jessie 
Liu, the U.S. Attorney for the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 


for rental — that can be used to 
commit crimes with impunity. 
Reaching across oceans and into 
networks without borders can ob¬ 
fuscate their origins. 

The indictment reconstructs 
the hackers’ movements using 
web servers and a complex bit- 
coin financing operation. 

Two Russian hacking units 
were charged with tasks, includ¬ 
ing the creation and management 
of a hacking tool called “X-agent” 
that was implanted onto comput¬ 
ers. The software allowed them to 
monitor activity on computers by 
individuals, steal passwords and 
maintain access to hacked net¬ 
works. It captured each keystroke 
on infected computers and took 
screenshots of activity displayed 
on computer screens, including 
an employee viewing the DCCC’s 
online banking information. 

From April to June 2016, the 
hackers installed updated ver¬ 
sions of their software on at least 
10 Democratic computers. The 
software transmitted information 
from the infected computers to 
a GRU-leased server in Arizona, 
the indictment said. The hackers 
also created an overseas comput¬ 
er to act as a “middle server” to 
obscure the connection between 
the DCCC and the hackers’ Ari¬ 
zona-based server. 


In a statement, Butina’s at¬ 
torney, Robert Driscoll, called 
the allegations “overblown” and 
said prosecutors had criminal¬ 
ized mundane networking op¬ 
portunities. Driscoll said Butina 
was not an agent of the Russian 
Federation but was instead in the 
U.S. on a student visa, graduating 
from American University with a 
master’s degree in international 
relations. 

“There is simply no indication 
of Ms. Butina seeking to influ¬ 
ence or undermine any specific 
policy or law or the United States 
— only at most to promote a bet¬ 
ter relationship between the two 
nations,” Driscoll said in a state¬ 
ment. “The complaint is simply 
a misuse of the Foreign Agent 
statute, which is designed to pun¬ 
ish covert propaganda, not open 
and public networking by foreign 
students.” 

He said Butina’s Washington 
apartment was raided by the FBI 
in April, and said she had offered 
to answer questions from the Jus¬ 
tice Department and Mueller’s 
team but the special counsel’s of¬ 
fice “has not expressed interest.” 


Court papers filed in support 
of Butina’s arrest accuse her of 
participating in a conspiracy 
that began in 2015 in which an 
unnamed senior Russian official 
“tasked” her with working to 
infiltrate American political or¬ 
ganizations with the goal of “re¬ 
porting back to Moscow” what 
she had learned. 
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Molten 
lava hits 
boat in 
Hawaii 



Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources/AP 


An explosion sent lava from the Kilauea volcano flying off the Big Island of Hawaii on Monday, damaging 
a tour boat and injuring at least 23 people. 



John Burnett, Hawaii Tribune-Herald/AP 


A police officer secures the tour boat Hot Spot for the arrival of 
inspectors Monday in Hilo, Hawaii. The boat was struck by molten 
rock after a lava explosion. 


By Audrey McAvoy 
AND Caleb Jones 
Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Hawaii tour 
boat operators plan to continue 
taking visitors to see lava, but will 
follow the Coast Guard’s revised 
policy and stay farther away after 
an explosion caused molten rock to 
barrel through the roof of a vessel, 
injuring 23 people. 

The Coast Guard prohibits ves¬ 
sels from getting closer than 984 
feet from where Kilauea volcano’s 
lava oozes into the sea. The agency 
had been allowing experienced 
boat operators to apply for a spe¬ 
cial license to get closer up to 164 
feet but it stopped allowing those 
exceptions Monday morning. 

A woman in her 20s was taken to 
Honolulu in serious condition with 
a broken thigh bone. The other 22 
people injured were treated for 
minor burns and scrapes, includ¬ 
ing 12 who were treated at a hos¬ 
pital in Hilo. 

Moku Nui Lava Tours Captain 
Kanoa Jones, whose boat was not 
involved in Monday’s incident, 
said not running the tours would 
only withhold income from local 
restaurants and other businesses 
dependent on tourism, he said. 

“If we stop operating, it not only 
hurts us, it hurts the community,” 
Jones said. 

The Coast Guard, state and local 
officials were investigating. 

Coast Guard spokesman Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Matthew West 
said the agency can’t say whether 
it will change its safety zone rules 
until it finishes its investigation. 

The county strictly limits access 
to the lava on land for safety rea¬ 
sons, making boat and helicopter 
tours the only options people have 
to witness volcanic spectacle in 
person. The ocean and aerial tours 
each cost about $250. 

The restrictions have deterred 
many travelers from visiting the 


Big Island in general, and Puna 
near the volcano in particular. 

Shane Turpin, the owner and 
captain of the vessel that was hit, 
said he never saw the explosion. 

He and his tour group had been 
in the area for about 20 minutes 
making passes of the ocean entry 
about 500 yards — which is the 
length of five football fields — off¬ 
shore, Turpin said. 

He didn’t observe “any major 
explosions,” so he navigated his 
vessel closer, to about 250 yards 
away from the lava. 

“As we were exiting the zone, 
all of a sudden everything around 
us exploded,” he said. “It was 
everywhere.” 

The US. Geological Survey 
says explosions of varying sizes 
occur whenever hot lava, which is 
around 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit, 
enters much colder seawater. 

Monday’s large blast may have 
been amplified by the relatively 
shallow water at the point where 
the lava entered the sea. Explo¬ 
sions occur much closer to the sur¬ 
face in such spots. 

In contrast, lava that entered the 
ocean in 2016 hit a steep slope and 
quickly fell to deeper parts of the 
sea, said Janet Babb, a geologist 
with the U.S. Geological Survey. 

The volcano has also been pump¬ 
ing more lava into the water now 
compared with past years, Babb 
said. Kilauea is sending to the sea 


as much as 26 times the amount of 
lava per second as it did during the 
2016-17 eruption. 

Officials have warned of the dan¬ 
ger of getting close to lava entering 
the ocean, saying the interaction 
can create clouds of acid and fine 
glass. Despite the hazards, several 
companies operate such tours. The 
Coast Guard said tour vessels have 
operated in the area going back at 
least 20 years. 

The molten rock is coming from 


the Kilauea volcano, which has 
been erupting continuously for 
the past 35 years. In May, its erup¬ 
tion entered a new phase when it 
began spurting lava through newly 
formed fissures in a residential 
neighborhood. It has destroyed 
more than 700 homes since then. 

Jones said an evening boat tour 
left for the ocean-entry site and it 
was business as usual. 

“It is Mother Nature,” Jones 
said. “You never know.” 


Va. city renames Confederate parks second time in a year 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — Charlot¬ 
tesville’s leaders have decided their city isn’t 
ready for Emancipation and Justice. 

Still struggling over how to handle Confed¬ 
erate symbols, the Charlottesville City Council 
voted 4-1 Monday night to change the names 
of two parks yet again. The former Lee Park, 
renamed Emancipation Park, is now Market 
Street Park. The former Jackson Park, whose 
name was changed to Justice Park, is now 
Court Square Park. 

The initial name changes in June 2017 fol¬ 
lowed recommendations from a commission 


that studied the city’s Confederate imagery. 
That and plans to remove the statue of Gen. 
Robert E. Lee led to rallies featuring torch¬ 
bearing white nationahsts and deadly violence. 
The Lee statue still stands, as does that of Gen. 
Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson. 

Councilor Kathy Galvin said some commu¬ 
nity members felt the idealistic names were 
ill-fitting for parks still dominated by Confed¬ 
erate monuments. A two-month survey then 
showed overwhelming support for the latest 
names. 

Councilor Wes Bellamy, the lone dissenter, 
said the new names’ neutrality obfuscates 


deeper issues still fomenting racial strife. 

“When we choose neutral or easy names, it 
allows us to not deal with some of the issues 
we’ve had,” Bellamy said. 

“It doesn’t make us have to think critically 
about what’s going on,” he added. “But if that’s 
the will of the people, so be it.” 

Last week, Jason Kessler, who organized 
last year’s “Unite the Right” rally, became 
the final defendant to sign a consent decree 
agreeing to “actively discourage” coordinat¬ 
ed, armed activity in the city. Kessler is now 
preparing instead to hold an anniversary rally 
in front of the White House. 


Activist calls 
for all video 
in Chicago 
shooting 

By Don Babwin 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — A community 
activist who has pushed for more 
police transparency said Monday 
that he’s asked Chicago police for 
the body camera footage from all 
the officers at the scene where 
one of them fatally shot a black 
man over the weekend. 

William Calloway said a brief 
video released by police showing 
the view from one officer’s body 
camera does not answer cru¬ 
cial questions, starting with the 
reasons the officers approached 
Harith Augustus, 37, on Saturday 
afternoon just before he was shot. 
Calloway also said that a police 
spokesman’s explanation that 
Augustus was “exhibiting char¬ 
acteristics of an armed person” 
does not justify stopping someone 
in a city and state where it is legal 
to carry a concealed weapon. 

Police Superintendent Eddie 
Johnson said Sunday that de¬ 
tectives have found no docu¬ 
mentation that Augustus had a 
concealed carry permit, but Cal¬ 
loway said there is no way officers 
at the scene could have known 
that when they approached him. 

A department spokesman, Tom 
Ahern, said officers have the right 
to pat a person down on the street 
if they are concerned about their 
own safety. 

“If they feel someone is acting 
suspiciously or they see a bulge 
under their shirt, if the person 
is evasive or refuses to answer 
questions, they can do a protec¬ 
tive pat-down,” he said, adding 
that the officer must be able to 
“articulate why they have a rea¬ 
sonable suspicion” that a person 
could pose a threat. 

The video released by police 
did not include sound. It shows 
one of the officers trying to grab 
the arm of Augustus, who spins 
and runs away with a clearly vis¬ 
ible bolstered gun on his hip. 

“He was having a civil conver¬ 
sation with the black cop at first 
so we need to know what he and 
that officer were saying,” Cal¬ 
loway said. “There needs to be 
(footage) from four police officers 
with audio.” 

Ahern said the department 
would not release any more video 
and any decision to do so would 
have to be made by the agency 
that investigates such incidents, 
the Civilian Office of Police Ac¬ 
countability. In a written state¬ 
ment, COPA said that releasing 
all the video now “may jeopar¬ 
dize the integrity of our investi¬ 
gation,” but that the video would 
be released no later than 60 days 
from the date of the incident. 

At a news conference on Sun¬ 
day to announce the release of 
the 51-second video, Johnson said 
the way the technology works is 
that there is a “30-second buffer 
period” without audio before the 
sound is activated. Calloway said 
he will sue the city if it does not 
release the other videos. 
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Bobcat research 
in Conn, requires 
search for collars 


Associated Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. — In a 
couple of weeks, collars on cats 
across Connecticut will be falling 
off 

But it’s not some prank or de¬ 
vious experiment — it’s one of 
the largest studies of its kind on 
bobcats. 

The GPS collars were placed 
on 50 bobcats last fall as part of 
research by wildlife biologists at 
the state Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection to 
track the movements of one of the 
Northeast’s most ferocious preda¬ 
tors. The agency is asking for the 
public’s help in finding the collars 
on and after Aug. 1, when they are 
programmed to fall off The goal 
is to find all the collars, recharge 
their batteries and place them 
back on another 50 bobcats in the 
fall to continue the study. 

The research is important for 
conservation efforts because 
bobcats have more of an effect 
on animal species than any other 
predators in the region, consum¬ 
ing mice, chipmunks, rabbits, 
squirrels, skunks, raccoons and 
even deer, said Jason Hawley, 
a DEEP wildlife biologist. The 
bobcats also eat small livestock 
such as chickens and, sometimes, 
small pets. 

“In Connecticut, they’re prob¬ 
ably our apex predator,” Hawley 
said. “It’s pretty amazing actu¬ 


ally. They don’t get over 30 to 35 
pounds, and they can take down 
deer. The status of our bobcat 
population in the state can tell us 
a lot about other animals.” 

The study may end up showing 
a need to reduce the bobcat popu¬ 
lation to conserve other species, 
he said. 

Bobcats are found all over 
North America. In Connecticut, 
they nearly vanished because of a 
$5 bounty offered by the state for 
decades and massive deforesting 
due to farming. The population 
has rebounded after the state 
reclassified bobcats as protected 
furbearers in the early 1970s and 
eliminated hunting and trapping 
seasons and forests grew back 
to cover about 60 percent of the 
state, up from 25 percent in 1825. 

Hawley estimated there are 
about 1,000 bobcats in the state, 
give or take a few hundred. 

“As we continue to develop 
and the landscape continues to 
change all across North America, 
it’s important to understand what 
kind of resources they’re using,” 
he said. 

The data collection is expect¬ 
ed to be completed by the fall of 
2020, and the findings will be 
published in a peer-reviewed sci¬ 
entific journal about a year later. 
Researchers also plan to redeploy 
about 20 collars next year, after 
the second 50 fall off 



Photos by Paul Fusco, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection/AP 


Measurements are taken on a bobcat in North Branford, Conn., this month. The state’s environmental 
protection agency placed GPS collars on several dozen bobcats last fall to track their movements. 


The study includes examining 
the stomach contents of bobcats 
killed by cars to see what they’re 
eating. Necropsies performed 
last week on about 20 bobcats 
found their primary food sources 
appeared to be gray squirrels and 
cottontail rabbits. DEEP also is 
urging the public to report the lo¬ 
cations of road-killed bobcats. 

DEEP is working with the Uni¬ 
versity of Connecticut, which has 
set up cameras across the state in 
an effort to get video of bobcats. 

The collars have been transmit¬ 
ting data back to researchers. A 
surprising finding, Hawley said, 
is many of the bobcats are se¬ 
lecting suburban neighborhoods 
as their home, probably because 
of abundant squirrel popula¬ 
tions thriving on seed from bird 
feeders. 



Resource assistant Melissa Ruszczyk works with wildlife biologist 
Jason Hawley as he places a tracking collar on a bobcat at Sessions 
Woods Wildlife Management Area in Burlington, Conn., in October. 


Maryland libraries loan fishing gear to reel in patrons 



Jim Joyner, The Baltimore Sun/AP 


Mountain Road Library in Pasadena, Md., is one of two Anne Arundel 
County libraries that has fishing rods and gear to loan as part of a 
partnership program with the state Department of Natural Resources. 


By Christina Tkacik 
AND Jim Joyner 
The Baltimore Sun 

PASADENA, Md. — Library 
patrons might expect to see Dr. 
Seuss’ “One Fish, Two Fish, Red 
Fish, Blue Fish” at the Mountain 
Road Community Library — but 
not necessarily the instruments 
to catch them. 

Yet the Pasadena library is one 
of two in Anne Arundel County, 
Md., where people can check 
out fishing rods and gear — just 
as they would a book — through 
a partnership with the Mary¬ 
land Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Jennifer Adams, Mountain 
Road’s branch manager, said the 
library has eight fishing rods and 
reels on hand, as well as a supply 
of tackle equipment. The branch 
also stocks books on fishing 

— both nonfiction help and some 
fish-inspired fiction. While the li¬ 
brary rents out poles and tackle, 
it doesn’t offer fishing licenses 

— those are available at a fishing 
supply store across the street. 

Adams said the program has 
hooked people who wouldn’t or¬ 
dinarily try fishing to get into the 
sport and away from their televi¬ 


sion sets. 

“It’s also encouraged families 
to spend more time outdoors to¬ 
gether,” she said. 

The branch started the pilot 
program last year, and it was such 


a hit that the DNR is expanding 
it this season. The Eastport-An- 
napolis Neck Branch Library now 
has six fishing rods to lend, and 
the department is also setting up 
fishing gear loaner programs in 


select branches in Harford, Car- 
roll and Frederick counties. 

“By engaging the next genera¬ 
tion of anglers, we can foster a 
passion for outdoor recreation and 
sports, and cultivate an apprecia¬ 
tion and love of nature that will 
last a lifetime,” Mark Belton, DNR 
secretary, said in a statement. 

The department’s Aquatic Re¬ 
sources Education Program pro¬ 
vided the libraries with rods and 
reels, tackle and some fishing 
books, specifically geared toward 
children. The DNR said the US. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Sport 
Fish Restoration Program helped 
fund the program. 

Patrons can borrow a pole for 
up to two weeks. There is a $1 fee 
for every day it is late and a $15 
fee if the pole is lost. At Mountain 
Road, library associate Natalie 
Benjamin has created a display 
near the front door that details 
the program and suggests some 
fishing-related reading. 

Volunteers from the nearby 
Pasadena Sportfishing Group 
regularly service the equipment, 
should the poles need repair or 
“come back kind of icky,” Adams 
said. 

David VanMetre, a member 


of the group, praised the loaner 
program, saying it’s a convenient 
and cost-effective way to intro¬ 
duce youngsters to the pleasures 
of fishing. 

“Loaning the rods out, the kids 
are learning to fish a little without 
the parents having to spend a lot 
of money to try it out,” he said. 

VanMetre said the library ap¬ 
proached the club last year about 
helping with the program, and 
members thought it would be a 
perfect fit. Pasadena Sportfish¬ 
ing Group already hosts youth 
fishing derbies twice a year, as 
well as other outreach efforts to 
introduce people of all ages to the 
sport. 

He said Mountain Road is a 
good spot for the program be¬ 
cause it is close to the Magothy 
River and good fishing spots on 
Gibson Island. 

VanMetre, 72, should know. He 
said he’s lived on the Magothy 
his whole life, and started fish¬ 
ing at age 6. He said he hopes the 
library loaner program can hook 
others on fishing the same way it 
hooked him. 

“I’ve been very lucky to live 
near a body of water and have en¬ 
joyed fishing all my life,” he said. 
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Tom Fox/Dallas Morning News 


Jayme Magallon watches her daughter, Annalynne, 3, play among her birthday balloons as her husband, Brandon, and son, Acetyn, 4, watch television at their Burleson, Texas, 
home on Friday. 

Texas couples feel pressure to divorce to afford care for disabled, ill children 


By Sara Coello 

The Dallas Morning News 

Three-year-old Annalynne Magallon 
has cerebral palsy, but her family is ineli¬ 
gible for Medicaid to help pay for her care 
because her father earns too much at the 
Fort Worth Police Department. 

“He’s putting criminals away who are 
getting Medicaid and federal benefits that 
we can’t get,” said Brandon Magallon’s 
wife, Jayme. 

The taxes they pay are going to cover 
criminals’ benefits. 

“We’re helping people he’s now putting 
away,” she said. 

They’re among couples in North Texas 
who have been pushed to consider divorce 
as a way to provide long-term care for dis¬ 
abled and ill children. 

Jayme Magallon knows what benefits 
would be available to her if she were a 
single mother, so she and her husband dis¬ 
cussed divorcing to qualify for coverage 
that would pay for Annalynne’s medical 
equipment. 

The Burleson couple decided against 
splitting up, for religious reasons. Now 
Jayme Magallon just tries to ignore the 
bruises she gets every time she has to lift 
Annalynne’s heavy wheelchair into their 
car. 

Working families with disabled children 
can get help from the Medicaid buy-in pro¬ 
gram, but they can’t qualify for it if they 


earn more than 150 percent of the federal 
poverty level. 

Texas’ limit — $36,450 for a family of 
four in 2017 — is one of the lowest in the 
country, a Kaiser Family Foundation sur¬ 
vey found. 

“There are a lot of families who find 
themselves in situations like this where 
they either have to get rid of assets or leave 
jobs,” said Hannah Mehta, executive di¬ 
rector of Protect TX Fragile Kids. “Unless 
they’ve ever been exposed to this world, it’s 
not something most people even consider.” 

In recent years, families have been able 
to register on first-come, first-served lists 
for equipment, home care and other ser¬ 
vices. But financing has fallen short, and 
many families may wait more than 10 
years to be considered for aid. 

Because Texas has declined to expand 
Medicaid, most of the lists have stretched 
to thousands of names, with the longest at 
more than 93,000. 

“Every time we get a new governor in, 
they take another couple million out of the 
pot,” Dallas health care attorney Lee Craig 
said. 

Risk of fraud 

In Texas, couples can divorce by testify¬ 
ing their marriages are “insupportable be¬ 
cause of discord or conflict of personalities 
between the spouses that destroys the le¬ 
gitimate ends of the marriage relationship 


and prevents any reasonable expectation 
of reconciliation.” 

Filing for divorce costs about $300, 
doesn’t require a spouse to change ad¬ 
dresses and can be completed without an 
attorney’s help. 

Misrepresenting the grounds for divorce 
under oath could expose a couple to charg¬ 
es of perjury, and a lawyer who is involved 
could face trouble with the State Bar of 
Texas, Dallas family law attorney Adam 
Seidel said. 

But the Texas attorney general’s office 
has no record of prosecuting such cases. 

“As a practical matter, bringing a crimi¬ 
nal prosecution like that would be difficult 
at best,” Seidel said. “But that should put 
the lawyer in an ethical dilemma.” 

‘The point was never to cheat’ 

Jake and Maria Grey, of Sanger, pub¬ 
licly announced last week that they were 
considering divorce after nine years of 
marriage so their 6-year-old daughter can 
qualify for Medicaid. 

Brighton Grey has Wolf-Hirschhorn 
syndrome, a genetic disorder that causes 
developmental delays, seizures, low mus¬ 
cle tone and delayed growth. She requires 
24/7 care and treatments that cost the 
family $15,000 every year, even with the 
private insurance Jake Grey earned as an 
Army veteran. 

Although friends and caseworkers rec¬ 


ommend divorce, the couple haven’t filed 
for legal separation yet. 

“Everybody always says the same thing, 
that that’s the easiest solution,” she said. 
“I don’t feel it’s fraud in any way, because 
people get divorced all the time. The point 
was never to cheat or scam anybody.” 

Deployment before divorce 

Instead of leaving each other, Michelle 
Bartlett and her husband chose to leave 
Texas. 

They decided to move to Arizona, 
where they could get better access to ben¬ 
efits for her son, Jake, who also has Wolf- 
Hirschhom syndrome. 

“No one will tell you that on the record, 
but most case managers, anybody that 
works in the nonprofit sector, they’ll tell 
you ... [divorce is] the best option,” she 
said. 

Now that they’ve moved, her husband 
has returned to the military as a contrac¬ 
tor for financial reasons. 

That requires him to be deployed almost 
half of every year, but the sacrifice is worth 
it, Bartlett said. 

Arizona has provided their son with de¬ 
vices that allow him to walk and communi¬ 
cate for the first time. 

“I had to wait until he was 16 years old 
to see his personality,” she said. “It was the 
most beautiful thing to see him be snarky 
with therapists.” 
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Flooded with garbage 

A man cleans garbage washed ashore during heavy rains at a bayside viilage in Navotas, metropolitan 
Manila, Philippines, on Tuesday. Classes and work in several places have been suspended as heavy 
monsoon rains brought about by a tropicai storm continue to bring floods in parts of the country and 
metropolitan Manila. 


Israel places new limits on cargo 
crossing into Gaza amid tensions 


By Aron Heller 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israel placed new restrictions 
on its only cargo crossing with the Gaza Strip on 
Tuesday in response to continued Hamas hostilities 
even after it agreed to a cease-fire, ending 24 hours 
of intense fighting. 

Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman said Israel 
will cease transferring gas and fuel through the 
Kerem Shalom crossing until Sunday but will allow 
food and essential medication to cross. Commercial 
cargo was suspended last week. 

Lieberman also said Israel was tightening its 
naval blockade to limit Palestinians from sailing be¬ 
yond 3 nautical miles off Gaza’s coast. Israel previ¬ 
ously allowed sailing up to 6 nautical miles. 

Even after Hamas, Gaza’s militant rulers, agreed 
to a cease-fire late Saturday, incendiary kites and 
balloons have continued to float from Gaza into Is¬ 
rael setting off damaging fires to farmlands. Israel 
has stepped up its strikes since then to signal its new 
threshold for engagement after months of largely 
refraining to act. 

Israel pounded Hamas targets Saturday in its 
most massive bombardment since the 2014 war, 
while militants fired dozens of rockets toward Israel 
that halted daily life in the area. Two Palestinian 


teenagers were killed in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza 
City, while four Israelis were wounded from a rocket 
that landed on a residential home in Sderot. 

Israel says it has no interest is engaging in an¬ 
other war with Hamas, but says it will no longer 
tolerate the Gaza militant campaign of flying incen¬ 
diary kites and balloons across the border that have 
ignited fires, damaging Israeli farms and nature 
reserves. 

“The Israeli army is prepared and ready for any 
mission we give it,” Lieberman said during a visit 
to the border area Tuesday. “If we are required to 
launch a campaign we can overcome any enemy. 
The army knows what to do, how to do it and when 
to do it. We will dictate the rules of the game and no 
one else.” 

On Sunday, Israel said it discovered a falcon to 
which Gaza militants tied an incendiary device 
meant to set fires. Israel’s Nature and Parks Author¬ 
ity said it found the common kestrel hanging in a 
tree with its legs tied to a wire that had flammable 
material. 

It appeared to be the first case of Gaza militants 
using birds to attack Israel, and authorities said they 
were considering filing a complaint — under the ap¬ 
propriate international treaties — about the use of 
animals for militant activities. 


China files WTO 
complaint over US 
$200B tariff plan 


By Robyn Dixon 
Los Angeles Times 

BEIJING — China on Monday 
presented itself as a bastion of in¬ 
ternational order and global rules 
on trade while announcing its fil¬ 
ing of a World Trade Organiza¬ 
tion challenge against a threat of 
$200 billion more in tariffs by the 
United States. 

A Chinese government spokes¬ 
woman said fair trade called for 
international rules that were 
made collectively. The US., how¬ 
ever, had helped shape WTO 
rules for its own benefit, she said. 

“Who would believe that the 
rule-maker would make rules to 
serve others rather than itself?” 
the government spokeswoman, 
Hua Chunying, said at a news 
conference in Beijing. “Fairness 
is anything but one party calling 
the shots and dictating rule-mak¬ 
ing to serve and maximize its own 
interests at the cost of justice and 
equality for others.” 

The proposed import tariffs on 
the $200 billion in Chinese goods, 
identified by President Donald 
Trump last week, would not take 
effect until at least September. 

The proposal came after China 
retaliated against $34 billion in 
US. tariffs on its goods, effective 
early this month, with its own tar¬ 
iffs on American goods. 

The initial US. tariffs covered 
mostly machinery and industrial 
parts, while China’s retaliation 
meant tariffs primarily on Amer¬ 
ican farm products and other 
foods. 

Ratcheting up trade war ten¬ 
sions Monday, US. Trade Repre¬ 
sentative Robert Lighthizer said 
the Trump administration would 
make its own complaint to the 
WTO about Chinese retaliatory 
tariffs, along with similar com¬ 
plaints against Europe, Canada, 
Mexico and Turkey. 

Lighthizer said that the United 
States’ imposition of tariffs was 
justified, whereas the retaliatory 
measures by China and others 
were not. He said the retalia¬ 
tions punished U.S. farmers and 


workers. 

European leaders also criticize 
Chinese trade practices, which 
include massive state support for 
certain companies, restrictions 
on foreign companies doing busi¬ 
ness in China and a requirement 
that many high-tech firms share 
their technical innovations with 
Chinese partners in return for ac¬ 
cess to China’s vast market. 

But instead of joining with al¬ 
lies to pressure China to reform 
its approach. Trump has been di¬ 
visive and left the trans-Atlantic 
allies weaker, critics said. 

“Trump has obviously divided 
that alliance, and you have Eu¬ 
rope now having a separate kind 
of relationship with China and 
the global consensus on trade 
and rules and norms being frag¬ 
mented,” said China analyst 
Kerry Brown, director of the Lau 
China Institute at King’s College 
London. 

European Council President 
Donald Tusk on Monday called on 
leaders of Europe, the US., China 
and Russia to work together to 
avoid a trade war at the opening 
of a summit between China and 
the European Union in Beijing. 

“There is still time to avoid 
conflict and chaos,” he said. 

China has threatened to match 
U.S. tariffs with similar mea¬ 
sures, but its American imports 
amount to about $130 billion, 
whereas the United States’ im¬ 
ports from China exceed $500 
billion — making it impossible 
for China to fully match the U.S. 
tariff for tariff 

China is seeking to capitalize 
on the U.S.-European divide seen 
recently at the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization summit in 
Brussels by wooing European 
leaders, trying to persuade them 
to adopt a joint approach to maxi¬ 
mize pressure on the Trump ad¬ 
ministration to abandon a trade 
war. 

But it has had limited success, 
with European leaders also call¬ 
ing for China to adopt a more 
open, market-oriented approach. 


Japan, US renew nuclear pact amid concern over plutonium stock 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan and the U.S. 
have extended their nuclear pact 
as Tokyo pledged to work to re¬ 
duce its plutonium stockpile to ad¬ 
dress Washington’s concern. 

The 30-year pact agreed upon in 
1988 has allowed Japan to extract 
plutonium and enrich uranium 
for peaceful uses even though the 
same technology can make atomic 
bombs. 


Without either side requesting 
a review, the pact was extended 
Tuesday with an option by which 
it can be terminated by either side 
giving six months’ notice. The new 
condition, however, makes Japan’s 
nuclear program more susceptible 
to U.S. policy. 

Foreign Minister Taro Kono 
told reporters that Japan must re¬ 
duce the stockpile to keep the pact 
in place stably. 


Kono said the pact is the foun¬ 
dation of Japan’s nuclear industry 
and Japan must make concrete ef¬ 
forts to “reduce the large amount 
of plutonium” to eliminate any 
doubts and concerns about Japan’s 
plutonium program. 

The pact originally began in 
1955 when the US., under Presi¬ 
dent Dwight Eisenhower’s “atoms 
for peace” policy, provided Japan 
with 13 pounds of enriched ura¬ 


nium for research. 

The amount has gradually ex¬ 
panded as Japan’s nuclear en¬ 
ergy program developed, though 
Japan had to obtain US. permis¬ 
sion virtually on every step in the 
first 30-plus years. Japan was al¬ 
lowed more flexibility in running 
the program under the 1988 pact 
when Japan had less of a pluto¬ 
nium stockpile and plans for more 
consumption. 

Japan now has 47 tons of pluto¬ 


nium —most of it reprocessed and 
stored in France and Britain. The 
amount is enough to make 6,000 
atomic bombs, though officials at 
reprocessing facilities say tight 
safeguards and close monitoring 
ehminate any prohferation risks. 
Despite international concerns 
and Washington’s pressure, the 
amount isn’t decreasing due to slow 
restarts of reactors that can burn 
plutonium amid setbacks from the 
2011 Fukushima disaster. 
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Some boys rescued 
from Thai cave have 
no permanent home 



Some of the 12 boys rescued from the flooded Thai cave wave from 
their hospital room Friday at Chiang Rai Prachanukroh Hospital in 
northern Thailand. 


By Johnson Lai 

Associated Press 

MAE SAI, Thailand — The 12 
boys and coach of the Wild Boars 
soccer team who were rescued 
from a cave in Thailand last 
week share a characteristic with 
many of the professional Euro¬ 
pean clubs its youthful members 
idolize: They are a multiethnic, 
cross-border crew. 

But while the stars of the mgjor 
European leagues, no matter 
what their origins, can stake a 
claim to fame and fortune, some 
of the Wild Boars cannot even 
count on a permanent home. 

Three of the players — Mong- 
kol “Mark” Boonpium, 13; Adul 
Samon, 14; and Pornchai “Tee” 
Khamluang, 16 — and assistant 
coach Ekapol “Ake” Chantha- 
wong, 25, are stateless, their lack 


of citizenship not only restricting 
their upward mobility but even 
their right to travel outside of 
Chiang Rai, the northern prov¬ 
ince where they live. 

It is no anomaly that four of 
the 13 trapped in the cave are 
not Thai citizens, the Wild Boars’ 
head coach, Nopparat Kantha- 
wong, said in an interview. Of the 
70 to 80 boys in the team’s four age 
brackets, about 20 are stateless. 

The cave ordeal should help put 
a spotlight on the issue of state¬ 
lessness in Thailand. Nopparat 
hopes it will advance his players’ 
sporting ambitions. 

“I would ask media to high¬ 
light this situation they are fac¬ 
ing,” he said. “All of the kids who 
join the team, they all wish that 
they would be professional soc¬ 
cer players. But they would not 
be able to do so if they don’t have 


nationalities.” 

He explained that the most 
glaring problem is that if his 
stateless players want to travel 
outside the province, they must 
get a pass with official permis¬ 
sion, whether for personal affairs 
or a soccer competition. Getting 
a passport to take up various Eu¬ 
ropean clubs’ invitations to watch 
them play is an even bigger task. 

There are 488,105 stateless 
people registered in Thailand, 
according to government statis¬ 
tics. The actual number could be 
as high as 3.5 million, according 
to the International Observatory 
on Statelessness. The group says 


that stateless people in Thailand 
are unable to vote, buy land, seek 
legal employment, work in cer¬ 
tain occupations or travel freely. 

Northern Thailand, whose po¬ 
rous borders have long been a 
boon to migrants, refugees and 
smugglers, is a melting pot of eth¬ 
nic groups, including the Akha, 
Lahu, Lisu, Yao, Shan, Hmong 
and Karen. In neighboring 
Myanmar, the frontier regions 
are dominated by ethnic minor¬ 
ity groups, but underdevelopment 
and conflict make opportunities 
scarce. Some people flee for their 
lives to Thailand; others just seek 
a better life. 


Mexicans mob president-elect’s HQ seeking help 



Photos by Moises Castillo/AP 


Mexican President-elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador receives a note from a man as he 
leaves his headquarters in the Roma neighborhood of Mexico City on July 11. 


By Joebill Munoz 
AND Sofia Ortega 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY—Each morning, hundreds 
of Mexicans stand at the gates of 216 Chihua¬ 
hua Street in the capital, home to the white, 
two-story building that served as President¬ 
elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador’s cam¬ 
paign headquarters. 

They bear handwritten notes, medical re¬ 
cords, retirement papers and other documents 
in the hope he will hear them out on requests 
ranging from bigger pensions for the elderly 
to private concerns that normally wouldn’t 
fall to a head of state: getting a loved one out 
of jail, help getting into a college course or as¬ 
sistance finding a job or a place to live. 

“He has told us he is going to provide for us, 
help us and change the country,” said Jasmine 
Lopez Peralta, 45, a nurse who has been with¬ 
out stable work for two years after her hospi¬ 
tal said it could no longer pay her. “So that’s 
why we’re coming to him.” 

This personalized, almost religious faith 
in Lopez Obrador to help people is fed by his 
image as a fighter for the poor and his prom¬ 
ises to end what he calls a corrupt “mafia of 
power” that has protected its own interests at 
the expense of those on society’s lower rungs. 

The daily scene outside his offices in Mex¬ 
ico City’s Roma Norte neighborhood reflects 
not only a breakdown in the ability of govern¬ 
ment at all levels to solve people’s problems 
but also the depth of expectations that Lopez 
Obrador is the one to finally change millions 
of lives after years of disappointment. 

Jose Antonio Crespo, a political analyst at 
Mexico’s Center for Economic Research and 
Training, attributed the phenomenon in part 
to the country’s history of rule by “caudillo,” 
or strongman, and also to the populist promis¬ 
es and common-man persona projected by the 
man nicknamed “AMLO,” after his initials. 

“The expectations that Lopez Obrador has 
created in terms of truly solving the tremen¬ 
dous number of problems we face are more 
believed than” with previous leaders, Cre¬ 
spo said. “Presidents always promise to solve 


problems; they almost always offer a kind of 
utopia. With Lopez Obrador it is even beyond 
utopia... fixing corruption, fixing the violence 
that has worn us out for the last 12 years.” 

Lopez Obrador’s proposals for how he in¬ 
tends to govern were murky during the cam¬ 
paign, and few concrete details have emerged 
since the July 1 election. On Sunday, he said 
he would slash his presidential salary by more 
than half 

He has previously proposed raising pen¬ 
sions and creating a system of paid appren¬ 
ticeships for underprivileged youth. 

Another promise has been to lower rising 
homicide rates in the cartel-ridden country 
through a vague proposal to grant amnesties 
to some nonviolent criminals, especially those 
held on drug offenses. 

Even after the election, Lopez Obrador has 
maintained his trademark modest personal 
style, rolling through the city in a white sedan 
with the windows down and no bodyguards. 



Olga Hernandez, who recently lost her 
sight, stands outside the headquarters. 

She delivered a letter to the president-elect 
requesting that she again receive a pension 
for seniors. 


India’s highest 
court calls for 
law to reduce 
mob violence 

Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — India’s high¬ 
est court on Tuesday asked the 
federal government to consider 
enacting a law to deal with an in¬ 
crease in lynchings and mob vio¬ 
lence fueled mostly by rumors 
that the victims either belonged 
to members of child kidnapping 
gangs or were beef eaters and 
cow slaughterers. 

The Supreme Court said “hor¬ 
rendous acts of mobocracy” can¬ 
not be allowed to become a new 
norm, according to the Press 
Trust of India news agency. 

“Citizens cannot take law 
into their hands and cannot be¬ 
come law unto themselves,” said 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra and 
two other judges, A.M. Khan- 
wilkar and D.Y Chandrachud, 
who heard multiple petitions 
related to deadly mob violence. 
They said the menace needs to 
be “curbed with iron hands,” the 
news agency reported. 

Thejudgesaskedthelegislature 
to consider a law that specifical¬ 
ly deals with lynchings and cow 
vigilante groups and provides 
punish- 


Citizens 
cannot take 
law into 
their hands 
and cannot 
become 
law unto 
themselves. ^ 


ment 
offenders. 

India 
has seen 


Chief Justice : 
Dipak Misra 


of mob at¬ 
tacks on 
minority 
groups, 
especially 
Muslims, 
since the 
Hindu na¬ 
tionalist 
Bharatiya 

Janata Party won national elec¬ 
tions in 2014. The victims have 
been accused of either smug¬ 
gling cows for slaughter or car¬ 
rying beef Last month, two 
Muslims were lynched in east¬ 
ern Jharkhand state on charges 
of cattle theft. 

In such mob attacks, at least 20 
people have been killed by cow 
vigilante groups mostly believed 
to be tied to Prime Minister Nar- 
endra Modi’s ruling party. 

However, mob attacks this 
year have been fueled mainly 
by rumors ignited by messages 
circulated through social media 
that child-lifting gangs were ac¬ 
tive in villages and towns. 

At least 25 people have been 
lynched and dozens wounded in 
the attacks. The victims, who 
were not locals, were mostly tar¬ 
geted because they looked dif¬ 
ferent or didn’t speak the local 
language. 

Although Indian authorities 
have clarified that there was no 
truth to the kidnapping rumors 
and that the targeted people 
were innocent, the deadly and 
brutal attacks, often captured on 
cellphones and shared on social 
media, have spread across the 
country. 
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Raccoon freed after 
head gets stuck in jar 

ly Y ITHACA — Firefight- 
1 ers in upstate New York 
helped out a presumably hungry 
raccoon that got its head stuck in¬ 
side a mayonnaise jar. 

The Ithaca Fire Depart¬ 
ment said the raccoon was spot¬ 
ted in a tree during its recent 
predicament. 

The Ithaca Journal reported 
city firefighters and a state De¬ 
partment of Environmental Con¬ 
servation officer got the animal 
down. They placed the raccoon 
into a large, plastic tub and freed 
its head. 

Once the DEC officer deter¬ 
mined the raccoon was not in¬ 
jured, it was let go. 

Deputy urges ‘grandpa’ 
tortoise along road 

PI DUNNELLON — The 
r L tortoise walking down 
the middle of a Florida road was 
racking up numerous traffic 
infractions. 

“Come on, grandpa” Marion 
County Sheriffs Deputy Bryan 
Bowman says on his video of the 
tortoise takedown Sunday. He 
explains that the tortoise is “liter¬ 
ally going 1 mile per hour” in a 30 
mph zone. 

The list of infractions contin¬ 
ues. The tortoise is “easily a hun¬ 
dred,” Bowman says, adding that 
he shouldn’t even “be out there on 
the roadways.” 

Bowman followed for 20 min¬ 
utes until the tortoise went into 
the woods. 

“Everyone wants to drive slow 
with a cop car behind them,” he 
says. “You can’t get nowhere on 
time.” 

Couple accused of sex 
in courthouse stairwell 


THE CENSUS 

$2.64M 


The amount a Virginia Beach coin deaier and his business partner paid for a rare U.S. silver dollar 
from the 19th century. John Brush and business partner Dell Loy Hansen of Logan, Utah, bought an 
1804 Draped Bust Dollar at auction last month. The coin features, as its name suggests, a woman in 
profile with her bust loosely draped over. Only eight such coins are known to exist. 




Ted S. Warren/AP 


Sticky situation 

Visitors add to Seattle’s famous Gum Wall on Friday at Pike Place Market. 


I ^ ALEXANDRIA — A 
couple caught having 
sex in the stairwell of a Louisiana 
courthouse are facing obscenity 
charges. 

The Rapides Parish Sheriff’s 
Office said Miguel Glorioso, 20, 
of Alexandria, and Jamie Lee 
Coutee, 19, of Pineville, were 
arrested after a courthouse em¬ 
ployee investigating a report of a 
commotion in the stairwell found 
the couple having sex. 

The couple fled but an employee 
identified the man as an inmate 
trusty assigned to a cleaning de¬ 
tail at the courthouse. Glorioso’s 
trusty status was stripped and 
he’s been removed from the de¬ 
tail. He’s serving time for drug 
charges. 

The woman was found in Al¬ 
exandria and was arrested. She’s 
free on $1,500 bond. She also 
faces a misdemeanor marijuana 
possession charge. 

Pranksters plant pot 
in city’s flower pots 

lAfY POWELL — Offi- 
WW 1 cials in Powell believe 
pranksters planted marijuana 
seeds in city-owned flower pots 
this past spring, leading unsus¬ 
pecting city workers to water and 
care for them. 

The Powell Tribune reported 


city Parks and Recreation staff 
noticed the unauthorized green¬ 
ery late last month while water¬ 
ing the pots, including one not far 
from the police station. 

Parks Superintendent Del Bar¬ 
ton said workers pulled two plants 
June 29 and took them to police. 
Another was found a couple of 
days later. Barton said workers 
suspect there may be others. 

Police: Teens harmed 
kitten in online video 

BRISTOL — A teenage 
girl in Virginia is ac¬ 
cused of pepper-spraying a kitten 
while a teenage boy filmed it and 
shared the video online. 

The Bristol Herald Courier re¬ 
ported Friday that the video was 
shared on Snapchat and other 
social media platforms, drawing 
ire from across the region. Bristol 
Virginia Police Department Sgt. 
Steve Crawford said authorities 
originally sought to charge the 
girl, 17, with animal cruelty. 

Crawford said a juvenile intake 
worker declined to charge her and 
instead placed the girl on proba¬ 
tion. He said charges are pending 
against the boy, also 17. 

The kitten, named Peppy, has 
since been adopted and doesn’t 
appear to have suffered any eye 
damage. 


Caregiver charged after 
disabled man dies 

||i||y HASTINGS — The 
I w 1 caregiver of a 19- 
year-old man with muscular 
dystrophy has been charged in 
Dakota County with neglect after 
taking him to a party where he 
consumed alcohol and died. 

Taylor Wellman, 24, of Inver 
Grove Heights, is charged with ne¬ 
glect of a vulnerable adult. Inves¬ 
tigators said others at the party in 
Vermillion Township last August 
told police Wellman was drunk 
when she arrived with the man, 
who was confined to a wheelchair. 
Witnesses told police she ignored 
the man except to bring him beer 
and shots of alcohol. 

The St. Paul Pioneer Press 
reported the complaint says the 
disabled man could not consume 
beverages by himself, had dif¬ 
ficulty swallowing and wasn’t 
physically able to vomit. He even¬ 
tually lost consciousness and 
could not be revived. 

Man Jailed for not 
unlocking cellphones 

PI TAMPA — A Florida 
r L man is behind bars for 
failing to unlock his phones fol¬ 


lowing a traffic stop. 

Fox 13 News reported that 
William Montanez was pulled 
over in June for improper yield¬ 
ing in Tampa. He wouldn’t allow 
police to search his car, so a 
drug-sniffing dog was brought 
in. Police said a small amount of 
marijuana was found, and they 
asked to search his cellphones. 

Again, Montanez said no, so de¬ 
tectives got a warrant. 

Judge Gregory Holder ruled 
Thursday that police could go 
through the cellphones, but Mon¬ 
tanez said the phones are new 
and he couldn’t remember the 
passwords. The judge found him 
in civil contempt and sent him to 
jail. 

Ex-deputy indicted 
over assault in Jail 

STANTON — A former 
■ V 1 deputy in eastern Ken¬ 
tucky has been indicted for con¬ 
spiring with inmates at the jail to 
assault another inmate and lying 
to the FBI. 

A federal grand jury in Lex¬ 
ington indicted Jamie Derickson 
on four counts, alleging he con¬ 
spired with inmates at the Powell 
County Detention Center in 2016. 
He struck an agreement with 
inmates that they would assault 


another inmate after Derickson 
placed him in a jail cell, the in¬ 
dictment alleges. 

The Lexington Herald-Leader 
reported the indictment also al¬ 
leges that Derickson later lied to 
FBI agents when he claimed that 
he did not know the inmates were 
going to assault another inmate. 

If convicted, Derickson faces 
up to 10 years for each civil rights 
offense and five years for lying to 
investigators. 

Dumping of dead dog 
brings littering charge 

A I CARBON HILL — An 
Alabama woman who 
police say illegally dumped a dead 
dog was charged with littering. 

Citing a Walker County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office news release, news 
outlets reported an investigator 
followed up on a photo posted to 
Facebook that showed Addie Ann 
Brooks, 33, conducting the illegal 
dump, resulting in her arrest. 

The investigator learned 
Brooks had kept a dog who had 
been run over in her truck for two 
days. When she saw a buzzard in 
her truck with the animal, she 
went to a bridge and used a piece 
of lumber to push the carcass out 
of the truck and onto the ground. 
From wire reports 










Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, July 18,2018 



Card! B 


FACES 


Card! B up for 10 MTV VMAs 


Carters, Childish Gambino, Drake add to rap-heavy nominations 


By Mesfin Fekadu 
Associated Press 

The year of Cardi B continues — this time with 10 MTV 
Video Music Award nominations. 

MTV announced Monday that the white-hot rapper is the 
most nominated act at this year’s show, which returns to 
New York City’s Radio City Music Hall on Aug. 20. 

Five of Cardi B’s nominations are thanks to her collab¬ 
oration with Bruno Mars on the upbeat anthem, “Finesse 
(Remix).” The song’s video, inspired by ’90s sketch comedy 
series “In Living Color,” will compete for video of the year 
along with Childish Gambino’s “This Is America,” Drake’s 
“God’s Plan,” Beyonce and Jay-Z’s “Apes**t,” Camila Cabel- 
lo’s “Havana” and Ariana Grande’s “No Tears Left to Cry.” 

Beyonce and Jay-Z — who recently released a collab¬ 
orative album as The Carters — are nominated for eight 
awards. 

Gambino’s “This Is America,” which tackles racism and 
gun violence, earned him seven nominations. Drake, who 
gave away $1 million to Miami residents in his “God’s Plan” 
clip, also scored seven nods. 

Mars, with six nominations, is up for artist of the year as 
well as Cardi B, Drake, Post Malone, Cabello and Grande. 


Taylor Swift was shut out of the m^jor categories, but 
did nab three nominations for technical awards: Her 
No. 1 hit “Look What You Made Me Do” is up for 
best art direction, best visual effects and best 
editing. 

Justin Timberlake, whose “Man of 
Woods” album has underperform ' 
nominations for best direction 
Something” with Chris Stapleton 
best choreography (“Filthy”). 

Cardi B gave birth to her fi 
child last week and recently becai 
the first female rapper to have tv 
No. 1 hits on Billboard’s Hot 100 
chart. Her other nominations in¬ 
clude best new artist, best hip- 
hop video for “Bartier Cardi” 
and best Latin video for “Dine- 
ro” with Jennifer Lopez and DJ 
Khaled. 

Others nominated for multi 
VMAs include Ed Sheeran, K 
SZA, Shawn Mendes, Janelle Mon 
sia Cara and Dua Lipa. 



Paralympian actress blasts Johnson 
for playing amputee in ‘Skyscraper’ 


An actress who had her legs 
amputated above the knee called 
out Dwayne Johnson for taking a 
role away from an amputee in his 
newest movie. 

In “Skyscraper,” The Rock 
plays Will Sawyer, a former FBI 
hostage rescue team leader who 
now does security for skyscrap¬ 
ers. After losing a leg in a mis¬ 
sion, Sawyer uses a prosthetic. 

But Katy Sullivan, who has ap¬ 
peared in shows including “My 
Name Is Earl,” “Last Man Stand¬ 
ing” and “NCIS: New Orleans” 
and has also competed and won 
at the Paralympic Games, said 
that role should have gone to an 
amputee, not just someone play¬ 
ing one. 

“Individuals with disabilities 
make up almost 20 percent of the 
world’s population. We are the 
largest minority and the most 
marginalized group in Holly¬ 
wood, according to a 2017 study 
conducted by Fox, CBS and the 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
(an organization I know you are 
aware of and engaging with now). 
The study found that in last year’s 
TV season, less than 2 percent of 
characters were written to have a 
disability and of THOSE charac¬ 
ters, 95 percent of the roles were 
filled with able-bodied actors,” 
she wrote in an open letter. 


“While I am thrilled that a film 
about a kick-ass veteran and fa¬ 
ther (who is a unilateral below- 
the-knee amputee) got green-lit 
in the first place, the problem 
is this perpetuates the fact that 
we’re not given the agency to tell 
our own stories.” 

Sullivan cited the recent out¬ 
rage over “Rub and Tug,” the 
movie about a transgender char¬ 
acter that Scarlett Johansson 
dropped out of amid complaints 
that she, similarly, was taking a 
role away from a trans actor. 

“This is also the truth for per¬ 
formers with disabilities being 
sidelined so that able-bodied ac¬ 
tors can “play at” what it’s like to 
live life with a disability. What we 
lose in that is the genuine, authen¬ 
tic perspective. There is a bit of a 
misconception that a performer 
with a disability wouldn’t be able 
to handle the grueling schedule 
of a feature film,” she wrote. 

“This community of ours con¬ 
tains some of the strongest, most 
capable and tough individuals 
imaginable. And the amount of 
determination they need to just 
deal with a world that wasn’t 
made with them in mind is stag¬ 
gering. Try navigating New York 
City in a wheelchair. Believe me, 
a movie set is a dream.” 

— New York Daily News 


Showtime says Cohen never presented 
himself as disabled vet for TV series 


From wire services 

Sacha Baron Cohen lied about his identity, but 
he never pretended to be a veteran. Showtime in¬ 
sisted Monday amid controversy. 

The “Borat” funnyman debuted his new show, 
“Who Is America?,” Sunday night on Showtime, 
but much of the mockumentary’s advertising 
was done the week prior by a string of right-wing 
politicians and celebrities who had been duped by 
Cohen. 

Former vice presidential candidate Sarah Pal¬ 
in’s allegations that Cohen had disguised himself 
as “a disabled US Veteran, fake wheelchair and 
all” to trick her into an interview led to a Los Ange¬ 
les billboard Monday morning that accused Cohen 
of “stolen valor.” The billboard, across the street 
from CBS studios, was altered by a street artist. 

“I sat through a long ‘interview’ full of Holly- 
woodism’s disrespect and sarcasm — but finally 
had enough and literally, physically removed my 
mic and walked out, much to Cohen’s chagrin,” 
Palin wrote on Facebook last week. 

“The disrespect of our US military and middle- 
class Americans via Cohen’s foreign commentar¬ 
ies under the guise of interview questions was 
perverse.” 

Showtime released a statement Monday after 
the pilot episode. 

“There has been widespread misinformation 
over the past week about the character of Billy 
Wayne Ruddick Jr., Ph.D., performed by Sacha 
Baron Cohen ... He did not present himself as a 
disabled veteran, and viewers nationwide who 
watched the premiere on Sunday can now attest to 
that. In Sunday’s episode, during an interview with 
Senator Bernie Sanders, Baron Cohen in character 
as Dr. Ruddick was asked by the Senator if he is 
disabled, and he stated that he is not and uses a 
mobility scooter to conserve his energy. 

“In addition, Baron Cohen never presented 
himself as a veteran of the US. military to former 
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin during the booking 
process or during the filming of her interview, 
and contrary to her claims he did not appear in a 
wheelchair. In both the interview with Governor 
Palin and the interview with Senator Sanders, he 
did not wear military apparel of any kind.” 

Hogan reinstated into wrestling Hall 

World Wrestling Entertainment Inc. has rein¬ 
stated Hulk Hogan to its Hall of Fame, three years 
after he was found to have used racial slurs in a 


conversation caught on a sex tape. 

“This second chance follows Hogan’s numer¬ 
ous public apologies and volunteering to work with 
young people, where he is helping them learn from 
his mistake,” the organization wrote in a statement 
on Sunday. 

Hogan, whose real name is Terry Bollea, tweet¬ 
ed: “I’ve been praying for this day and I finally 
feel like I made it back home. Only Love 4 the 
#WWEUNIVERSE brother,” he wrote. 

Other news 

■ The 61st annual Grammy Awards will return 
to Los Angeles and air on CBS on Feb. 10, 2019. 
The Recording Academy announced Tuesday 
that the show will take place at the Staples Cen¬ 
ter. Nominations for the 84 categories will be an¬ 
nounced Dec. 5. 

■ Michael Lewis’ next work of reporting focus¬ 
es on one of the lesser known parts of the federal 
government: the Department of Commerce. Lewis’ 
“The Coming Storm” is being released through 
Audible, a producer and distributor owned by 
Amazon.com. The book comes out July 31. Lewis 
is known for such best-sellers as “The Big Short” 
and “Moneyball.” 

■ The animated children’s series “Rugrats” is 
returning to Nickelodeon with 26 episodes. The 
creators of the series will be executive produc¬ 
ers. “Rugrats” ran on Nickelodeon from 1991 to 
2004, focusing on the imaginative lives of toddlers 
Tommy, Chuckle, Angelica, Phil and Lil. 

■ Lin-Manuel Miranda is working on a pic¬ 
ture book that he hopes will inspire young people. 
“Gmorning, Gnight!: Little Pep Talks for Me & 
You” will be published October 23, Random House 
announced Tuesday. It will feature “affirmations” 
that the “Hamilton” playwright has posted on 
Twitter over the years. 

■ Los Angeles prosecutors have charged reality 
TV star Farrah Abraham with two misdemeanor 
charges over a June 13 scuffle with a Beverly Hills 
hotel security guard. Abraham is known for roles 
on MTV’s “16 & Pregnant” and “Teen Mom.” 

■ Johnny Depp has settled lawsuits with his 
former business managers that put a spotlight 
on the actor’s lavish lifestyle. Depp’s representa¬ 
tives said on Monday that Depp had settled litiga¬ 
tion filed against The Management Group, which 
he accused in January 2017 of seeking more than 
$25 million over alleged financial abuse and negli¬ 
gence. No details of the settlement were released. 
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Amazon's Prime Day kicks off with giitches 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Amazon is hop¬ 
ing customers don’t see any more 
dogs after early problems on 
Prime Day meant people trying 
to shop got only images of the cute 
canines delivering an apologetic 
message. 

The snags Monday on its much- 
hyped Prime Day were an embar¬ 
rassment for the tech company on 
the shopping holiday it created, 
and people took to social media to 
complain that they couldn’t order 
items. 

Amazon said it was resolving 
the glitches and in a tweet Tues¬ 
day lauded Prime Day growth 
in the first 10 hours compared to 
last year. The event is in four new 
countries this year and was six 
hours longer. 


The hiccups, though, could have 
sent shoppers elsewhere during a 
key period when Amazon signs up 
new Prime members. Many other 
chains offered sales and promo¬ 
tions to try to capitalize on the 
Prime Day spending. 

“I am shocked this caught them 
off guard,” analyst Sucharita 
Mulpuru-Kodali at Forrester Re¬ 
search wrote in an email. “But I 
guess the lesson is to not have a 
big unveil during the middle of the 
day when everyone comes to your 
site all at once.” 

Amazon, which recently an¬ 
nounced that Prime membership 
would be getting more expensive, 
was hoping to lure in shoppers 
by focusing on new products and 
having Whole Foods be part of the 
process. It was also hoping parents 
would use the deals event to jump- 


start back-to-school shopping. 

Jason Goldberg, senior vice 
president of commerce at Publi- 
cis.Sapient, noted that it’s easy for 
Amazon to extend deals on its own 
devices and brands, but trickier 
for it to extend deals for its third- 
party sellers because they signed 
up for different promotional slots. 

While Amazon doesn’t disclose 
sales figures for Prime Day, Deb¬ 
orah Weinswig, CEO of Coresight 
Research, had estimated before 
it began that it will generate $3.4 
billion in sales worldwide, up from 
an estimated $2.4 billion last year. 

In Europe, Amazon employees 
were using Prime Day to draw at¬ 
tention to their complaints against 
the company. Unions in Spain 
said most of the company’s 2,000 
permanent staff there were on a 
three-day strike on Tuesday. 


Amazon created Prime Day in 
2015 to mark its 20th anniversary, 
and its success has inspired other 
e-commerce companies to invent 
shopping holidays. Online furni¬ 
ture seller Wayfair introduced 
Way Day in April, becoming its 
biggest revenue day ever. 

Prime Day also usually helps 
boost the number of Prime mem¬ 
berships. Amazon disclosed for 
the first time this year that it had 
more than 100 million paid Prime 
members worldwide. It’s hoping to 
keep Prime attractive for current 
and would-be subscribers after 
raising the US. annual member¬ 
ship fee by 20 percent to $119 and 
to $12.99 for the month-to-month 
option. 

“It has been one of the best ve¬ 
hicles” for signing up members, 
said Goldberg. 


Netflix misses target as subscriber growth slows 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Netflix is 
adding subscribers at a slower pace 
than envisioned, renewing fears 
that its growth may sputter as the 
video streaming service tries to 
fend off fiercer competition. 

The numbers released Monday 
mark a rare letdown for a com¬ 
pany that has enthralled investors 
with its ability to consistently top 
expectations. 

But Netflix missed its target 
badly in the April-June period, 
causing its high-flying stock to 
plummet by about 14 percent to 
$345.63 in extended trading. The 
shares had more than doubled be¬ 
fore the sell-off. 

In a research note, GBH In¬ 
sights analyst Daniel Ives called 


the second-quarter showing “a 
near-term gut punch” to Netflix. 

The company gained 5.1 million 
subscribers worldwide during the 
quarter, more than 1 million below 
the number that management had 
believed it could. It marked the 
first time in more than a year that 
Netflix hadn’t exceeded its sub¬ 
scriber growth projections. As of 
June 30, Netflix had 130 million 
subscribers, including 57.4 mil¬ 
lion in the U.S. 

Despite its second-quarter mis¬ 
fire on subscriber growth, the Los 
Gatos, Calif., company reported 
earnings that beat analyst esti¬ 
mates. Earnings grew 32 percent 
from last year to $384 million, 
or 85 cents per share. Revenue 
climbed 6 percent to $3.9 billion. 

Bringing in more subscribers 


and money is vital for Netflix be¬ 
cause it expects to keep spending 
more on exclusive TV shows and 
movies to try to stand out from 
rivals. 

Netflix already has been bat¬ 
tling challenges from Amazon, 
Google’s YouTube and Hulu in the 
video streaming market, and it is 
likely to face even stiffen competi¬ 
tion as other formidable rivals try 
to muscle into the market. 

AT&T just bought Time Warner 
for $81 billion in a deal that in¬ 
cludes HBO — a pay TV and video 
streaming service that AT&T 
plans to expand in an attempt to 
lure more viewers away from Net¬ 
flix. And Walt Disney is hoping to 
close on a $71 billion deal to buy 
prized entertainment franchises 
from 21st Century Fox to feed into 


a video streaming service Disney 
will debut next year. 

Meanwhile, Apple — the 
world’s most valuable company 
— is spending about $1 billion on 
original programming for a video 
service of its own. 


MARKET WATCH 


July 16, 2018 


Dow Jones 44.95 
industrials 25,064.36 


Nasdaq 

composite 



7,805.72 


Standard & -2.88 

Poor’s 500 2,798.43 


Russell 

2000 



1,678.54 


Meanwhile, other retailers such 
as Macy’s, Nordstrom, Best Buy, 
Walmart and Target have rolled 
out their own promotions, said 
Charlie O’Shea, lead retail analyst 
at Moody’s. 

“Brick-and-mortar retailers 
know that they have little choice 
but to continue offering their own 
deep discounts, which is evident 
in the proliferation of ‘Black Fri¬ 
day in July’ deals that are being 
launched earlier each year, as well 
as various ‘price match’ offers,” he 
said in a note earlier Monday. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 18).$1.2006 

Dollar buys (July 18).€0.8329 

British pound (July 18).$1.35 

Japanese yen (July 18).110.00 

$outh Korean won (July 18).1,098.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 0.3787 

British pound.$1.3158 

Canada (Dollar).1.3187 

China (Yuan) 6 7004 

Denmark (Krone). 6.3788 

Egypt (Pound).17.8900 

Euro.$1.1686/0.8558 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8490 

Hungary (Forint).276.43 

Israel (Shekel).3.6310 

Japan (Yen).112.76 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3027 

Norway (Krone) 8 1255 

Philippines (Peso).53.43 

Poland (Zloty).3.68 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7511 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3628 

South Korea (Won). 1,127.83 

Switzerland (Franc). 0.9966 

Thailand (Baht).33.31 

Turkey (New Lira).4.8188 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.91 

3-month bill.1.98 

30-year bond.2.96 
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By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
resident Donald Trump was doing 
pretty well in Helsinki, really, lay¬ 
ing out a modest but achievable 
agenda for improving U.S.-Russia 
relations. And then came the final question 
about whether Trump believed his own 
intelligence chiefs or Russian President 
Vladimir Putin — and in his weird, waf¬ 
fling answer, you could almost hear the 
fabric of his presidency rip at the seam. 

Jonathan Lemire, of The Associated 
Press, was the reporter who asked Trump 
bluntly: “who do you believe” about Rus¬ 
sian election interference, Putin or U.S. 
intelligence? Trump initially spun some 
conspiratorial nonsense about missing 
Democratic computer servers and Hillary 
Clinton emails. And then this unforget¬ 
table statement: 

“My people came to me, (Director of Na¬ 
tional Intelligence) Dan Coats came to me 
and some others, they said they think it’s 
Russia. I have President Putin; he just said 
it’s not Russia. I will say this: I don’t see 
any reason why it would be.... I have confi¬ 
dence in both parties.” 

“It was unbelievable,” said a stunned 
Will Hurd, a Republican congressman 
from Texas and former CIA officer. “I 
would never have thought I’d see an Amer¬ 
ican president being played by a foreign 
adversary in that way.” 

You could argue charitably that Trump 
was just being polite and didn’t want to of¬ 
fend the Russian leader standing next to 
him. But that doesn’t excuse how Trump 
chose to end the press conference, by at¬ 
tacking former FBI special agent Peter 


BERLIN 

o President Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
what unfolded in Helsinki on 
Monday was apparently a success 
—or even “better than super,” according to 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. 

To many observers in the United States 
— Democrats and Republicans alike — the 
verdict about Trump’s meeting with Putin 
was much less enthusiastic. Some described 
it “embarrassing,” or even as “treasonous.” 
The president largely avoided criticism of 
Putin during a news conference follow¬ 
ing their meeting and, according to my 
colleagues, also refrained from bringing 
up uncomfortable details and accusations 
during their talks. 

Can it really be that hard to confront the 
Russian president? It shouldn’t be, judging 
from how other world leaders have stood 
up to their Russian counterpart. 

Take French President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron, whose campaign emails were hacked 
prior to his victory last year. 

When Macron met Putin for the first 
time shortly after the election last May, he 
didn’t hold back. 

“Russia Today (RT) and Sputnik were 
organs of influence during this campaign 
which, on several occasions, told lies about 
myself and my campaign. ... Russia Today 
and Sputnik did not behave as media orga¬ 
nizations and journalists, but as agencies 
of influence and propaganda, lying propa¬ 
ganda — no more, no less,” Macron said, 
standing next to Putin at a news confer¬ 
ence. Both RT and Sputnik are funded by 
the Russian government and have denied 
Macron’s accusations. 

While Macron was widely praised in 
France for his tough stance on Putin, other 


Strzok as a “disgrace” and calling the 
Russia investigation a “total witch hunt” 
— while the man who our intelligence 
agencies say ordered the covert action as¬ 
sault looked on. 

Direct questions have a way of eliciting 
telling behavior, even from practiced liars. 
That’s the theme of a book called “Spy the 
Lie” by three former CIA officers. They 
argue that a practiced observer can detect 
deception without wiring the subject to a 
polygraph machine. One sign is verbal de¬ 
flection, as in Trump’s immediate, spuri¬ 
ous mention of missing servers and emails; 
another is visible stress on the subject’s 
face, as some might describe Trump’s 
smirks and grimaces. Taken together, such 
indicators can reveal deception. 

As Trump said, “this will probably go on 
for a while,” before special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller delivers conclusive evidence. 
But Mueller has already taken the Russia 
investigation to a new level with Friday’s 
indictment of 12 GRU military intelligence 
officers for seeking to manipulate the 2016 
campaign by working with co-conspirators 
“known and unknown.” 

Until Lemire’s fateful question, I thought 
Trump and his advisers were managing 
the Helsinki summit quite sensibly. The 
two leaders discussed the right agenda: 
extending the SALT treaty and beginning 
other arms control talks; cooperating on 
stability and humanitarian relief in Syria, 
including Syria-Israel peace negotiations 
to stabilize their border; sponsoring con¬ 
tacts between U.S. and Russian militaries 
to reduce dangerous confrontations. 

Trump didn’t make any egregious con¬ 
cessions on these issues, so far as I could 
tell. Before the summit, he had seemed 
ready to endorse Russia’s seizure of 


leaders have given the Russian president 
the benefit of doubt, at least in the early 
days of their tenures. 

When British Prime Minister Theresa 
May called Putin for the first time in Au¬ 
gust 2016, the official statement Downing 
Street subsequently issued avoided criti¬ 
cism and openly argued in favor of improv¬ 
ing ties. 

The statement came before the U.S. elec¬ 
tions and the poisoning of a former Russian 
spy living in Britain, and when May refers 
to Putin these days, what she has to say 
sounds very different. In November, for 
instance, she accused the Kremlin of try¬ 
ing to “undermine free societies” and “sow 
discord” in Britain and the Western world. 

“So I have a very simple message for 
Russia. We know what you are doing. And 
you will not succeed,” May said during a 
speech. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel may 
govern a country that was just branded a 
“captive of the Russians” by Trump, but 
even she had far fewer issues calling out 
the man who supposedly controls her. 

The woman who has been in charge of 
Germany for more than 12 years has had 
her fair share of opportunities to confront a 
Russian president who has turned increas¬ 
ingly against the West during her tenure. 

After raids on German nongovernmen¬ 
tal organizations operating in Russia, 
Merkel told Putin at a news conference in 
2013 that she considered the incidents to 
be “intrusion.” 

“I made it clear that a vibrant civil so¬ 
ciety can only exist when the individual 
organizations can work without fear or 
concern,” she said at the time. 

Last year, Merkel pressed Putin on 
human rights, saying that “it is important 
to have the right to demonstrate in a de¬ 
mocracy, and the role of [nongovernmental 
organizations] is very important.” 


Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. But accord¬ 
ing to Putin, “he continued to maintain 
that it was illegal to annex it.” Bravo for 
that. Trump even pushed for U.S. gas ex¬ 
ports that would challenge Russia’s energy 
dominance in Europe. 

On the larger question of Russian- 
American dialogue, the Helsinki meeting 
also seemed headed in the right direction. 
Moscow and Washington do need to im¬ 
prove relations, in a way that doesn’t ap¬ 
pease Russia or legitimize its bad behavior. 
What sensible person would disagree with 
Putin’s hope that “the Cold War is a thing 
of the past”? Or Trump’s argument that 
“we’re going to have to find ways to coop¬ 
erate in pursuit of shared interests”? 

It was the right music, until the record 
skipped when Trump was asked the “who 
do you believe” question. Then this sum¬ 
mit became crazy time, and those last few 
minutes are all that many people will re¬ 
member. As former national security ad¬ 
viser Tom Donilon put it: “The president 
of the United States was standing next to a 
foreign adversary rejecting the judgment 
of his own intelligence and law enforce¬ 
ment services. We’ve never had anything 
like this in American history.” 

What was reassuring Monday was that 
the U.S. intelligence official Trump had 
just undercut affirmed his oath of office, 
after his commander in chief equivocated. 
Coats issued a one-paragraph statement in 
mid-afternoon: “We have been clear in our 
assessments of Russian meddling in the 
2016 election and their ongoing, pervasive 
efforts to undermine our democracy, and 
we will continue to provide unvarnished 
and objective intelligence.” 

Coats’ simple, stirring words were a re¬ 
minder of how and why America endures. 


“We’ve heard some very negative re¬ 
ports about how homosexuals are treated 
in Chechnya, and I asked Mr. Putin to use 
his influence to ensure the rights of such 
minorities,” Merkel said. The chancellor 
was referring to reports that Chechen au¬ 
thorities had arrested and tortured dozens 
of gay men, and her criticism may have 
helped to improve their situation, indicat¬ 
ing how influential high-level criticism at 
a meeting of world leaders can be at times. 
And sometimes, words aren’t even neces¬ 
sary to get the point across, as Merkel’s 
eye-rolling at Putin during the Group of 20 
summit in Hamburg last year showed. 

Meanwhile, her predecessor. Social 
Democratic Chancellor Gerhard Schro- 
eder, experimented with Trump’s Russia- 
coziness early on, calling Putin a “flawless 
democrat” and a friend. 

Germans wondered what was in it for the 
German leader, and only days after Schro- 
eder was voted out of office, they learned 
the answer. After hastily signing a deal to 
construct the controversial Nord Stream 
2 gas pipeline between Russia and Ger¬ 
many during his last days as chancellor, he 
started to oversee the project implemen¬ 
tation himself, leading Nord Stream AG’s 
shareholder committee. Since then, he has 
moved up in the Russian business hierar¬ 
chy to become the chairman of Russia’s 
largest oil company, Rosneft. 

In Schroeder’s case, concerns over his 
friendly ties to Putin proved to be justi¬ 
fied and mark a strong contrast to today’s 
generation of Western leaders. And with 
Trump’s Russia stance reminding some 
here of Schroeder’s practices, Germans 
likely aren’t the only ones wondering why 
the US. president is so insistent on playing 
nice with Putin. 


Rick Noack is a foreign affairs reporter who 
covers Europe and internationai security issues 
from The Washington Post’s Beriin bureau. 



Other world leaders appear able to confront Putin 

By Rick Noack 

The Washington Post 









Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Page 22 




Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, July 18,2018 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Young lion 

4 Clean air org. 

7 Doves’ home 

8 Glorify 

10 Wall painting 

II Minimum 
13 Ingredient in 

a s’more 

16 Seminary subj. 

17 Borscht base 

18 Capote 
nickname 


DOWN 

1 Pink hue 

2 Beehive State 

3 Dwell on 

4 Apply, as 
pressure 

5 Legal aides, 
briefly 

6 Actor Baldwin 

7 Heal 

8 Host 

9 “For shame, 
for shame!” 


20 Cushion 

21 First half of an LP 

22 Coniferous 
trees 

23 Kermit, for one 

24 Visually 
recognize 
speech 

25 Com- 

26 Heart line 

28 Unspoken 
“I dunno” 

29 Opposite of most 



YOU PIPfJ'T A$K IF IV 
COUFIKM rm WF. BLACK 
OUT TUG WifJVOWA AO TUG 
WOKLP CAM'T AGG UA MIA- 
TKGATim KGFU&GGAT AMP 
YOU PIPM'T AAK IF I COULP 
COMFIKM TUAT WGVG BGGM 
AGCRGTLY WUIAKIMA TUGM 
AUAY m TUG PGAP OF 
MI&UT TO 
PARTA UM- 
KMOWM 





19 Carry 

20 “Hey!” 

21 Sportscast 
offering 

23 Bit of snow 

25 Slapstick arsenal 

26 Desertlike 

27 Do sums 

28 Sailing vessel 
30 Tax pro 

33 “The Hangover” 
actress 

36 Noah’s landfall 

37 Designer Perry 

38 “The March 
King” 

39 Like — of bricks 

40 Pvt.’s superior 

41 Fawn’s mom 


10 Store boss 
(Abbr.) 

12 Succinct 

14 Apportion 

15 Trench 

19 Lean-(sheds) 


30 Daphnis’ love 

31 Ache 

32 Early hrs. 

34 New Mexico 
resort 

35 Sax range 
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7-18 CRYPTOQUIP 


SMXQI SMNS’Y HXAADW 
VXSM NQ NVHCA AKS KH 
CQNFFDSXBXQI NQYVDUY 
XQ N lUXW: N lUKYY-VKUW 
F C B B A D . 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A SMALL CHUNK 
OF A RADIOACTIVE ELEMENT IS IN YOUR 
SKULL, YOU COULD HAVE CRANIUM URANIUM. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals Z 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

buyers with classifieds 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



■ People say 
(different t 
adoption. 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Free Europe-wide delivery 


Jobs Offered 630 


Photography 830 

in the Alps in^Garmisch! 
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-Cable car for a family of 4 
-Two wardrobe changes 
-50 Images delivered digitally 
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Ramstein Dental Care 

an opening for an experienced 
general dentist to join our 
Ramstein-Miesenbach office. 

ramsteindentalofficemanager® 


Travel_1000 


••Summer in GarmischP^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Wiesbaden Dental Care 

a busy American practice has 
an opening for an experienced 
i general dentist to join our 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tennis 

1 

Cycling 

1 

Golf 

1 

Pro basketball 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Atlanta United FC 12 

New York City FC 12 

New York 11 

Columbus 8 

New England 7 

Montreal 9 1 

Philadelphia 7 

Chicago 6 1 

Orlando City 7 1 

Toronto FC 4 1 

D.C. United 3 


5 41 43 24 

4 40 40 24 

2 35 37 19 

6 30 24 25 

7 28 32 28 

0 27 26 35 

3 24 25 30 

5 23 33 41 

1 22 27 42 

4 16 30 38 

5 14 26 30 


FC Dallas 11 3 5 38 31 22 

Los Angeles FC 10 4 5 35 41 28 

Sporting KC 9 5 6 33 37 27 

Portland 8 3 6 30 26 22 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 2 29 29 37 

LA Galaxy 8 7 4 28 34 30 

Houston 7 6 5 26 36 26 

Vancouver 7 8 5 26 30 40 

Minnesota United 7 11 1 22 26 38 

Seattle 4 9 5 17 16 23 

Colorado 4 11 4 16 22 32 

San Jose 2 11 6 12 29 39 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, July 11 
New York City FC 3, Montreal 0 
Philadelphia 4, Chicago 3 
Saturday, July 14 

New York 3, Sporting Kansas City 2 
New York City FC 2, Columbus 0 
LA Galaxy 3, New England 2 
Montreal 2, San Jose 0 
D.C. United 3, Vancouver 1 
FC Dallas 3, Chicago 1 
Minnesota United 3, Real Salt Lake 2 
Orlando City 2, Toronto FC 1 
Houston 0, Colorado 0, tie 
Sunday, July 15 

Seattle 1, Atlanta United FC 1, tie 
Portland 0, Los Angeles FC 0, tie 
Wednesday’s game 
New England at Minnesota United 
Saturday’s games 
D.C. United at Atlanta United FC 
Vancouver at Seattle 
LA Galaxy at Philadelphia 
New England at New York 
Toronto FC at Chicago 
Orlando City at Columbus 
FC Dallas at Houston 
Colorado at Real Salt Lake 
Montreal at Portland 

Sunday’s game 

Los Angeles FC at Minnesota United 


North Carolina 

Seattle 

Orlando 

Chicago 

Portland 

Utah 

Houston 

Washington 

Sky Blue FC 


T Pts GF GA 

3 45 41 14 

5 29 19 14 

28 26 25 
28 26 22 
26 27 21 


5 6 6 21 


Croatia Open 

Monday 

At ATP Stadion Goran Ivanisevic 
Umag, Croatia 
Purse: $585,700 (WT250) 

Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Guido Pella, Argentina, def. Taro Dan¬ 
iel, Japan, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Laslo Djerre, Serbia, def. Pablo Cue¬ 
vas, Uruguay, 6-4, 1-6, 6-3. 


18 


20 21 28 
10 11 24 

- 11 30 


First Round 

Irina-Camelia Begu and Andreea Mitu, 
Romania, def. Reka-Luca Jani, Hungary, 
and Chantal Skamlova, Slovakia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu and Raluca Olaru 
(1), Romania, def. Alena Fomina, Russia, 
and Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6- 
2 . 

World TeamTennis 


Note: Three points for victory, ( 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Juiy 11 
North Carolina 2, Washington 0 
Houston 3, Orlando 1 
Seattle 1, Utah 0 

Saturday, Juiy 14 
North Carolina 4, Sky Blue FC 0 
Orlando 2, Utah 1 
Chicago 1, Seattle 0 

Sunday, Juiy 15 
Portland 3, Houston 1 

Friday’s game 
North Carolina at Utah 

Saturday’s games 
Seattle at Orlando 
Houston at Washington 
Portland at Sky Blue FC 


AP sportlight 


Juiy 18 

1951 — Jersey Joe Walcott, at 37, be¬ 
comes the oldest fighter to win the world 
heavyweight title with a seventh-round 
knockout of Ezzard Charles at Forbes 
Field In Pittsburgh. 

1970 — San Francisco’s Willie Mays 
gets career hit number 3,000 off Montre¬ 
al’s Mike Wegener in the second inning. 

1975 — The trial of Dave Forbes, the 
first pro athlete to be indicted for a 
crime committed during play, ends in a 
hung jury. Forbes, of the Boston Bruins, 
was indicted for excessive force used on 
an opponent. Forbes’ victim was Henry 
Boucha in a game on Jan. 4 against the 
North Stars at Minnesota. The prosecu¬ 
tion decides not to seek a retrial. 

1987 — New York’s Don Mattingly ties 
Dale Long’s 31-year-old major league re¬ 
cord when he homers for the eighth con¬ 
secutive game in the Yankees’ 7-2 loss to 
the Texas Rangers. 

1993 — Greg Norman shoots a 64 on 


Philadelphia 
Orange County 
San Diego 
New York 


2 


.000 2 

.000 2 


Tour de France standings 

Annecy, France 
(After nine stages) 

1. Greg Van Avermaet, Belgium, BMC 
Racing, 36:07:17. 

2. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Sky, :43. 

3. Philippe Gilbert, Belgium, Quick 
Step Floors, :44. 

t. Bob Jungels, Luxembourg, Quick 


Step Floors, :50. 
5. Alejandro V 


First Round 

Maximilian Marterer, Germany, and 
Hans Podlipnik-Castillo, Chile, def. Mar¬ 
co Cecchinato, Italy, and Albert Ramos- 
Vinolas, Spain, 6-3, 6-4. 

Remain Arneodo, Monaco, and Benoit 
Paire, France, def. Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 
and Roberto Quiroz, Ecuador, 6-2, 7-6 (4). 

Roman Jebavy and Jiri Vesely, Czech 
Republic, def. Ivan and Matej Sabanov, 
Croatia, 6-4, 5-7, 10-8. 

Hall of Fame Open 


Newport, R.i. 

Purse: $557,050 (WT250) 
Surface: Grass-Outdoor 

First Round 

Denis Kudia (8), United States, def. Ru¬ 
ben Bemelmans, Belgium, 6-3, 6-4. 

Vasek Pospisil, Canada, def. Donald 
Young, United States, 7-6 (5), 6-1. 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. 
James Duckworth, Australia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Tim Smyczek, United States, def. Bjorn 
Fratangelo, United States, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4. 


First Round 

Divij Sharan, India, and Jackson 
Withrow (2), United States, def. Martin 
Redlicki and Evan Zhu, United States, 6- 
3, 6-3. 

Marcelo Arevalo, El Salvador, and 
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela (4), Mexico, 
def. Marcos Baghdatis, Cyprus, and Mis- 
cha Zverev, Germany, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Nicolas Mahut and Adrian Mannarino, 
France, def. Alex de Minaur and James 
Duckworth, Australia, 6-4, 7-5. 

Bucharest Open 

Monday 

At Areneie BNR Bucharest 
Bucharest, Romania 
Purse: $226,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 
Singies 
First Round 

Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, def. Mari¬ 
ana Duque-Marino, Colombia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Wang Yafan, China, def. Miriam Bul- 
garu, Romania, 6-1,6-3. 

Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Re¬ 
becca Peterson, Sweden, 7-5, 6-0. 

Maryna Zanevska, Belgium, def. Ysa- 
line Bonaventure, Belgium, 7-6 (5), 6-1. 

Pauline Parmentier (7), France, def. Al¬ 
exandra Dulgheru, Romania, 2-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Polona Hercog (8), Slovenia, def. Ele- 
na-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, 2-6, 6-2, 6-3. 


Monday’s matches 

Washington 21, New York 20, (7-4 STB) 
Orange County 22, Springfield 16 
Philadelphia 22, San Diego 17 
Wednesday’s matches 
Orange County at Washington 
Philadelphia at New York 
San Diego at Springfield 

Thursday’s matches 
Orange County at Philadelphia 
San Diego at Washington 
New York at Springfield 


the final day to set a record with a 13-un- 
der 267 and wins the British Open. Nor¬ 
man wins by two strokes over defending 
champion Nick Faldo. 

1995 — Britain’s Jonathan Edwards 
breaks the 10-year-old world triple jump 
record, leaping 59 feet in the Salamanca 
Provincial meet. Edwards tops the previ¬ 
ous mark of 58-11 Vi set In 1985 by Willie 
Banks of the United States. 

1999 — Jean Van de Velde’s triple bo¬ 
gey on the 72nd hole sets the stage for 
Paul Lawrieto become the first Scotsman 
to win the British Open in his native land 
since Tommy Armour in 1931. Lawrie, 
10 strokes behind when the final round 
began, wins the four-hole playoff over 
Van de Velde and Justin Leonard, making 
birdies on the last two holes to complete 
the biggest comeback in a major. 

1999 — David Cone dazzles the Mon¬ 
treal Expos, throwing the 14th perfect 
game in modern history to lead the New 
York Yankees to a 6-0 victory. 


Valverde, Spain, Movistar, 

6. Ratal Majka, Poland, Bora-Hans- 
grohe, 1:32. 

7. Jakob Fugisang, Denmark, Astana, 
1:33. 

8. Chris Froome, Britain, Sky, 1:42. 

9. Adam Yates, Britain, Mitchelton- 
Scott, same time. 

10. Mikel Landa, Spain, Movistar, same 

11. Soren Kragh Andersen, Denmark, 
Sunweb, 1:43. 

12. Vincenzo Nibali, Italy, Bahraln-Me- 
rida, 1:48. 

13. Primoz Roglic, Slovenia, LottoNL- 
Jumbo, 1:57. 

14. Bauke Mollema, Netherlands, Trek- 
Segafredo, 1:58. 

15. Tom Dumoulin, Netherlands, Sun¬ 
web, 2:03. 

16. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
LottoNL-Jumbo, 2:06. 

17. Remain Bardet, France, AG2R La 
Mondiale, 2:32. 

18. Warren Barguil, France, Fortuneo- 
Samsic, 2:37. 

19. Ilnur Zakarin, Russia, Katusha 
Alpecin, 2:42. 

20. Domenico Pozzovivo, Italy, Bah- 
rain-Merida, 2:48. 

Also 

21. Nairo Quintana, Colombia, Movi¬ 
star, 2:50. 

51. Chad Haga, United States, Sunweb, 
14:58. 

Tuesday - 10th Stage: 158.5 kilo¬ 
meters (98.5 miles) from Annecy to Le 
Grand-Bornand in the Alps, with one Hors 
categorie and three Category 1 climbs 

Tour de France stages 


Colombia; Yellow Jersey: Gaviria) 

July 8 — Stage 2: Mouilleron-Saint- 
Germain—La Roche-sur-Yon, flat (182.5- 
113.4) (Peter Sagan, Slovakia; Sagan) 
July 9 — Stage 3; Cholet—Cholet, team 
time trial (35.5-22.1) (BMC Racing; Greg 
Van Avermaet, Belgium) 

July 10 — Stage 4; La Baule—Sarzeau, 
flat (195-121.2) (Gaviria; Van Avermaet) 
July 11 — Stage 5; Lorient—Quimper, 
hilly (204.5-127.1) (Sagan; Van Avermaet) 
July 12 — Stage 6; Brest—Mur de 
Bretagne Guerledan, hilly (181-112.5) 
(Dan Martin, Ireland; Van Avermaet) 

July 13 — Stage 7; Fougeres—Char¬ 
tres, flat (231-143.5) (Dylan Groenewe- 
gen, Netherlands; Van Avermaet) 

July 14 — Stage 8; Dreux—Amiens 
Metropole, flat (181-112.5) (Groenewe- 
gen; Van Avermaet) 

July 15 — Stage 9; Arras Citadelle— 
Roubaix, hilly (156.5-97.2) (John Degen- 
kolb, Germany; Van Avermaet) 

July 16 — Rest; Annecy 
July 17 — Stage 10; Annecy—Le Grand- 
Bornand, high mountain (158.5-98.5) 

July 18 — Stage 11; Albertville—La Ro- 
siere Espace San Bernardo, high moun¬ 
tain (108.5-67.4) 

July 19 — Stage 12; Bourg-Saint-Mau- 
rice les Arcs—AIpe d’Huez, high moun¬ 
tain (175.5-109.1) 

July 20 — Stage 13; Bourg d’Oisans— 
Valence, flat (169.5-105.3) 

July 21 — Stage 14; Saint-Paul-Trois- 
Chateaux-Mende, hilly (188-116.8) 

July 22 — Stage 15; Millau—Carcas¬ 
sonne, hilly (181.5-112.8) 

July 23 — Rest; Carcassonne 
July 24 — Stage 16; Carcassonne—Ba- 
gneres-de-Luchon, mountain (218-135.5) 
July 25 — Stage 17; Bagneres-de- 
Luchon—Saint-Lary-Soulan, high moun¬ 
tain (65-40.4) 

July 26 - Stage 18; Trie-sur-Baise- 
Pau, flat (171-106.3) 

July 27 — Stage 19; Lourdes—Laruns, 
high mountain (200.5-124.6) 

July 28 — Stage 20; Saint-Pee-sur-Niv- 
elle—Espelette, individual time trial (31- 
19.3) 

July 29 — Stage 21; Houilles—Paris 
Champs-Elysees, flat (116-72.1) 


Ryder Cup points 

Le Golf National 
Guyancourt, France 
Sept. 28-30 
Through July 15 
United States 

1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Dustin Johnson 

3. Patrick Reed 

4. Justin Thomas 

5. Bubba Watson 
B. Jordan Spieth 
7. Rickie Fowler 

S. Bryson DeChambeau 
9. Webb Simpson 
0. Phil Mickelson 

1. Matt Kuchar 

2. Brian Harman 

3. Kevin Na 

4. Tony Finau 

5. Xander Schauffele 

Europe 

European Points 

1. Tyrrell Hatton 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Tommy Fleetwood 

4. Francesco Mollnari 

5. Alex Noren 
S. Jon Rahm 

7. Thorbjorn Olesen 
S. Russell Knox 
9. Rory Mcliroy 
0. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

World Points 

1. Justin Rose 

2. Jon Rahm 

3. Tommy Fleetwood 

4. Alex Noren 

5. Rory Mcliroy 
S. Tyrrell Hatton 

7. Francesco Mollnari 
S. Paul Casey 
9. Matthew Fitzpatrick 
0. Sergio Garcia 

World rankings 

Through Juiy 15 

1. Dustin Johnson L 

2. Justin Thomas L 

3. Justin Rose E 

4. Brooks Koepka L 

5. Jon Rahm E 

B. Jordan Spieth L 

7. Rickie Fowler L 

S. Rory Mcliroy t 

9. Jason Day A 

0. Tommy Fleetwood E 

1. Alex Noren S 

2. Patrick Reed L 

3. Bubba Watson L 

4. Paul Casey E 

5. Francesco Mollnari I 

6. Hideki Matsuyama J 

7. Henrik Stenson S 

8. Marc Leishman A 

9. Sergio Garcia 
0. Phif Mickelson 

1. Webb Simpson 

2. Bryson DeChambeau 

3. Tyrrell Hatton 

4. Xander Schauffele 

5. Rafael Cabrera Bello 

6. Brian Harman 

7. Matt Kuchar 

8. Patrick Cantlay 

9. Ian Poulter 
0. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

1. Tony Finau 

2. Louis Oosthuizen 

3. Kevin Kisner 

4. Charley Hoffman 

5. Branden Grace 

6. Satoshi Kodaira 

7. Pat Perez 

8. Kyle Stanley 

9. Matthew Fitzpatrick 
0. Daniel Berger 

1. Kevin Na 

2. Li Haogong 

3. Gary Woodland 

4. Cameron Smith 

5. Ross Fisher 

6. Chari Schwartzel 

7. Luke List 

8. Russell Henley 

9. Russell Knox 
0. Siwoo Kim 


USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

ESP 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

THA 

USA 


USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

CHN 

USA 

AUS 

ENG 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 

Through July 15 
Points 


1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Thomas 

3. Bubba Watson 

4. Justin Rose 

5. Jason Day 


_ Money 

2,013 $5,599,752 
1,986 $5,858,980 
1,854 $5,121,848 
'.,743 $5,007,303 
.,603 $4,347,887 


lamps-Elysees, f at (116-72.1) 6. Bryson DeChambeaul,578 $4,462,598 

Total — 3,351 kilometers, 2082 miles 7. Patrick Reed 1,491 $4,486,125 


Fight schedule 

July 28 

At Kissimmee, Fla., Christopher Diaz 
vs. Masayuki Ito, 12, for vacant WBO ju¬ 
nior lightweight title; Carlos Adames vs. 
Artemlo Reyes, 10, welterweights. 

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Mikey 
Garcia vs. Robert Easter Jr., 12, for Gar¬ 
cia’s WBC lightweight title and Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title; Luis Ortiz vs. Razvan 
Cojanu, 10, heavyweights; Mario Barrios 
vs. Jose Roman, 10, super lightweights. 

Aug. 3 

At Sydney, Australia, Billy Dib vs. Tevin 
Farmer, 12, for the vacant IBF junior light¬ 
weight title. 

At Albuquerque, N.M., Antonio Orozco 
vs. Pablo Cesar Cano, 10, junior welter¬ 
weights. 


7. Patrick Reed 

8. Phil Mickelson 

9. Patton Kizzire 

10. Tony Finau 

11. Webb Simpson 

12. Paul Casey 

13. Brooks Koepka 

14. Jon Rahm 

15. Patrick Cantlay 

16. Rickie Fowler 

17. Chesson Hadley 

18. Kevin Na 

19. Andrew Landry 

20. Marc Leishman 

21. Brian Harman 

22. Pat Perez 

23. Luke List 

24. Austin Cook 

25. Aaron Wise 

26. Brendan Steele 

27. Francesco Mollnari 

28. Chez Reavie 

29. Beau Hossler 

30. Ryan Armour 

31. Alex Noren 

32. Tommy Fleetwood 

33. Charles Howell III 

34. Ian Poulter 

35. Emiliano Grille 

36. Kyle Stanley 

37. Gary Woodland 


.,491 $4,486,125 
.,468 $3,955,082 
.,361 $3,246,531 
.,327 $3,394,142 
.,315 $3,727,442 
.,287 $3,194,620 
.,282 $4,034,417 
.,244 $3,070,168 
.,196 $2,975,539 
.,159 $3,344,197 
.,113 $2,712,658 
.,105 $2,875,480 
.,101 $2,481,525 
.,080 $3,253,721 
.,048 $2,601,490 
.,040 $2,701,828 
.,025 $2,534,209 
.,015 $2,204,059 
993 $2,563,642 
982 $2,189,548 
969 $2,359,079 
958 $2,370,611 
954 $2,313,686 
926 $2,231,789 
914 $2,411,126 
890 $2,738,680 
882 $2,065,935 
874 $2,324,927 
869 $2,077,661 
867 $2,365,361 
856 $2,081,964 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


8,919.409 

7,809.297 

7,639.916 

6,727.053 

5,509.387 

4,819.806 

4,519.527 

4,196.116 

4,046.058 

3,994.703 

3,386.946 

3,241.907 

3,010.531 

2,946.684 

2,762.328 


3,846,972.73 

3,476,517.07 

3,240,727.58 

3.225.221.47 
3,202,412.56 
2,841,751.23 
2,610,663.99 
2,510,951.44 

2.243.489.47 
2,240,702.67 

299.75 

278.63 

257.00 

237.56 

229.02 

217.17 

193.69 

153.44 

148.26 

140.90 


Washington 

Atlanta 

Connecticut 

New York 

Chicago 

Indiana 


Pet GB 

9 .591 - 

9 .571 '/2 

10 .545 1 

14 .333 5Vi 

15 .318 6 

20 .091 11 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Seattle 
Phoenix 
Los Angeles 

Minnesota 
Las Vegas 


10 


L Pet GB 

6 .727 - 

8 .652 l'/2 

9 .609 2V2 

9 .571 3'/2 

10 .545 4 
13 .435 6y2 


Atlanta 80, Washington 77 
New York 107, Chicago 84 
Phoenix 101, Indiana 82 
Los Angeles 99, Las Vegas 78 
Connecticut 83, Minnesota 64 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
New York at Dallas 
Atlanta at Connecticut 

Wednesday’s games 
Seattle at Chicago 
Indiana at Minnesota 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned IB Sam 
Travis to Pawtucket (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned C 
Francisco Mejia to Columbus (IL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Sent OF Leonys 
Martin to Toledo (IL) for a rehab assign- 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Sent C Gary 
Sanchez to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL) 
for a rehab assignment. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned RHP 
Matt Festa to Arkansas (TL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Designated RHP 
Ryan Weber for assignment. Optioned 
RHP Chih-Wei Hu to Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Optioned LHP Yo- 
hander Mendez from Down East (Caro¬ 
lina) to Frisco (TL). Announced OF Austin 
Jackson cleared release waivers and is 
a free agent. Reinstated C Carlos Perez 
from the 10-day DL and assigned him 
outright to Round Rock (PCL) and LHP 
Joe Palumbo from the 60-day and op¬ 
tioned him to Down East. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed OF Kev¬ 
in Pillar on the 10-day DL and 2B Lourdes 
Gurriel Jr. on the 7-day DL. Reinstated 
LHP Jaime Garcia and RHP Ryan Tepera 
from the 10-day DL. 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Assigned RHP 
Brooks Pounders outright to Albuquer¬ 
que (PCL). Optioned RHP Carlos Estevez 
to Albuquerque. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Traded 
LHP Hoby Milner to Tampa Bay for cash. 
Placed RHP Zach Elfin on the 10-day DL, 
retroactive to Thursday. Recalled RHP 
En^el De Los Santos from Lehigh Valley 


Austin Meadows and RHP Clay Holmes 
to Indianapolis (IL). Recalled RHP Tanner 
Anderson from Indianapolis. Sent RHP 
Nick Burdi to Bradenton (FSL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
RHP Trevor Gott to Syracuse (IL). Sent IB 
Ryan Zimmerman to Potomac (Carolina) 
for a rehab assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

DETROIT LIONS - Named Jen McCol¬ 
lum senior director of community rela¬ 
tions and Detroit Lions charities. 

NEW YORK JETS - Waived WR Devin 
Smith. Signed S Brandon Bryant. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Signed C Adam 
Henrique to a five-year contract exten¬ 
sion. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Signed F Elias 
Lindholm to a six-year contract. 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS - Re¬ 
signed F Oliver Bjorkstrand to a three- 
year contract and D Ryan Murray to a 
one-year contract. 

DALLAS STARS - Signed D Dillon 
Heatherington to a one-year, two-way 
contract. Will renew its affiliation with 
Idaho (ECHL) through the 2019-20 sea- 

^°NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Ryan Hartman to a one-year contract 
and G Juuse Saros to a three-year con¬ 
tract. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed D Mi¬ 
chael Kapla to a one-year, two-way con- 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Agreed to 
terms with D Kyle Burroughs on a two- 
year, two-way contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Agreed to 
terms with D John Gilmour on a one-year 
contract. Announced D Chris Bigras and 
Rob O’Gara and Cs Steven Fogarty and 
Boo Nieves accepted qualifying offers. 

TENNIS 

WORLD TEAMTENNIS - Named Chris 
Renner CEO. 

COLLEGE 

AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 

— Named Ryan Kelly director of football 
operations. 

MICHIGAN STATE - Named Bill Beek- 
man athletic director. 

RUTGERS - Named Rod Radcliffe 
and Brandon Duncan assistant softball 
coaches. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NFL 



Peter Dejong/AP 


Belgium's Greg van Avermaet, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, is followed 
by Spain’s Jon Izaguirre Insausti as they climb Col de la Croix Fry pass during the 10th 
stage of the Tour de France on Tuesday. 


Briefly 

Sankey: New 
gambling laws 
could lead to 
injury reports 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Southeastern Conference 
Commissioner Greg Sankey says the Su¬ 
preme Court ruling that struck down a 
federal law barring gambling on sports 
could cause the league to require schools 
to issue weekly reports that list the status 
of injured or ineligible players. 

Speaking to reporters Monday at the 
start of the league’s annual media gather¬ 
ing, Sankey stressed that gambling’s po¬ 
tential effect on games is one of the most 
important issues facing the league, but the 
SEC is unlikely to require weekly reports 
in 2018. 

Sports books often use information on 
injured or ineligible players to hedge the 
line. 

“FERPA and HIPAA requirements, ac¬ 
ademic suspensions, other team or athlet¬ 
ics department-imposed suspensions and 
NCAA eligibility issues make something 
more like an availability report relevant 
for discussion,” Sankey said Monday. “I do 
not believe this has to happen before the 
2018 season, either on the part of this con¬ 
ference or the national level. 

“I expect, however, the change in sports 
gambling could be and will be likely the 
impetus for the creation of such reports in 
our future.” 

The Supreme Court ruling in May states 
that states wanting to take advantage of the 
ruling can pass legislation to allow sports 
books to open. Mississippi is the only SEC 
state currently that will allow sports books 
to begin taking bets at its 28 licensed ca¬ 
sinos — a process that could begin this 
month. Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri and 
South Carolina have considered legalizing 
sports books. 

Sankey said the SEC has spoken since 
2011 with the NFL, NBA, Mqjor League 
Baseball and PGA offices to learn how 
other leagues are monitoring the issue. 
The SEC has prioritized its approach to le¬ 
galized gambling; it will not act hastily. 

“That will result from collaboration 
among the American Football Coach’s 
Association and its representatives, the 
conference, the NCAA national office, 
learning from the professional leagues and 
with proper guidance from legal resourc¬ 
es,” he said. “If this is to happen, we have 
one opportunity to get it right.” 

Appearing at the College Football Hall 
of Fame, just a few blocks from Mercedes- 


Benz Stadium, Sankey used the locale to 
point out some of SEC’s biggest accom¬ 
plishments over the last few years. 

After playing its championship game for 
23 straight years at the Georgia Dome, the 
league moved to Atlanta’s new marquee 
site, Mercedes-Benz Stadium, and had two 
teams there in the national title game with 
Alabama beating Georgia. 

It’s nothing new for the league to have 
one of its schools playing for the game’s 
biggest prize. 

“A team from the SEC has played in 11 of 
the last 12 national championship games,” 
Sankey said. “Five different SEC teams 
have accessed the national championship 
game. Four different SEC teams have par¬ 
ticipated in winning nine of the past 12 na¬ 
tional titles. It’s the second time, however, 
since 2011, that two SEC teams have been 
in the national championship game.” 

Fans keep filling up stadiums, too. 

“As a conference, we’ve led the nation in 
football attendance for 19 years,” he said. 
“The conference’s approach maintains 
our long-standing rivalries, both within 
divisions and across divisions where they 
exist.” 

Sankey added that SEC teams played 
in the five highest-rated college football 
games on television last year. 

Alaphilippe wins Stage 10, 

Van Avermaet keeps Tour lead 

LE GRAND-BORNAND, France — Ju¬ 
lian Alaphilippe claimed the first moun¬ 
tain leg of this Tour de France on Tuesday, 


while Greg Van Avermaet kept the overall 
lead for a seventh consecutive day. 

Alaphilippe, a French rider for Quick- 
Step, won the 158.5-kilometer (98.5-mile) 
ride from Lake Annecy that included climbs 
over four mqjor Alpine passes before a de¬ 
scent to Le Grand-Bornand in around 4y2 
hours. 

Olympic champion Van Avermaet got 
into an early breakaway and held on to in¬ 
crease his lead over Geraint Thomas, a Sky 
teammate of defending champion Chris 
Froome, to 2 minutes, 22 seconds. 

Alejandro Valverde of Movistar moved 
into third overall at 3:10 off the pace. Jakob 
Fuglsang of Astana was next at 3:12. 

Froome is 3:21 behind Van Avermaet 
after recovering from a punctured tire 
atop the second of the stage’s ascents, fin¬ 
ishing with Thomas and most of the top 
contenders. 

Alaphilippe got his first Tour win after 
he attacked on the third ascent up the cate¬ 
gory-one Col de Romme and increased his 
lead over the Col de la Colombiere before 
the final downhill finish. 

He crossed the line more than a minute 
ahead of Jon Izaguirre in second. That gave 
him extra time to soak up the applause 
from the French fans for the country’s first 
winner in this race, two days after France 
won the World Cup. 

“I have no words. To get a victory at the 
Tour de France was a dream for me,” Ala- 
phillipe said. “Everything went through 
my head, all the work, my family.” 

It was the third stage win for the Quick- 
Step team at this Tour. 


Steelers, 
Bell fail 
to reach 
new deal 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Le’Veon Bell’s next 
season with the Pittsburgh Steelers will 
almost certainly be his last. 

The Pro Bowl running back and the 
defending AFC North champions failed 
to reach an agreement on a new contract 
by Monday’s deadline, meaning he will 
play under the franchise tag for a second 
straight year and hit the open market next 
spring. 

Bell tweeted that “both sides worked 
extremely hard” to try to find common 
ground but ultimately could not. 

“The NFL is a hard business at times 
... to the fans that had hope. I’m sorry we 
let you down but trust me, 2018 will be my 
best season to date,” Bell posted. 

The 26-year-old Bell is one of the 
league’s most versatile players and he has 
long maintained he wants to be paid ac¬ 
cordingly. In addition to serving as a work¬ 
horse in the backfield — his 321 rushing 
attempts last season led the NFL — he also 
caught 85 passes, good enough for 10th in 
the league. 

Steelers general manager Kevin Colbert 
said the team will make another attempt to 
re-sign Bell in the 2019 offseason, but an¬ 
other Pro Bowl-type season by Bell would 
likely make him too expensive. 

Bell will make $14.5 million whenever 
he signs his franchise tender, which likely 
won’t be until the end of training camp. It’s 
the path Bell followed last summer after 
the Steelers placed the franchise tag on 
him for the first time. 

He arrived the weekend after the end of 
the exhibition season and got off to a bit of 
a slow start before finding his footing in 
October while helping the Steelers to a sec¬ 
ond straight division title and fourth con¬ 
secutive playoff appearance. 

The depth chart behind Bell is uneven 
at best. James Conner showed signs dur¬ 
ing his rookie season last fall before a knee 
injury. The team drafted Jaylen Samu¬ 
els — who did a little bit of everything at 
North Carolina State — in the fifth round 
this spring. 
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SOCCER/NBA _ 

FIFA forgot the next World Cup is in France 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


United States women’s coach Jill Ellis says her players have an equal 
right to have FIFA use Video Assistant Referees for their tournament 
next year in France. “I can’t see them not having it. I think it would 
be a little bit insulting if we weren’t afforded the same opportunity,” 
Ellis said last week during a discussion with U.S. reporters. 


By Anne M. Peterson 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The “next” World 
Cup got plenty of hype in Russia. 
A massive cube was alight with 
video images of “Qatar 2022” in 
Gorky Park, while the ground 
floor of the high-end shopping 
mall at Red Square was devoted 
to displays touting the event. 

But apart from a social media 
campaign, there was little atten¬ 
tion on the (actual) next senior 
World Cup: the women’s tourna¬ 
ment next year in France. 

That was surprising. 

In the past several years since 
scandal enveloped soccer’s gov¬ 
erning body, FIFA has made a 
point of proclaiming that it aims 
to raise both the role of women in 
the organization and the profile of 
the women’s game. President Gi¬ 
anni Infantine appointed Fatma 
Samoura as the first female 
secretary general of soccer’s in¬ 
ternational governing body in 
2016, while also announcing the 
creation of a women’s soccer 
division. 

The men’s World Cup in Rus¬ 
sia could have provided an op¬ 
portunity to address equity in the 
sport while also pointing to the 
women’s tournament next year. 
But France 2019 wasn’t promoted 
much at all: No signs, events or 
displays in tourist areas. 


Samoura made some appear¬ 
ances, but was not visible during 
the awards ceremony following 
France’s victory over Croatia on 
Sunday. 

Venezuelan forward Deyna 
Castellanos was deemed the 
women’s soccer ambassador in 
Russia and she starred in a social 
media campaign anchored by 
the hashtag #DareToShine. But 
while the 19-year-old is consid¬ 
ered a rising star in the women’s 


game, Venezuela failed to qual¬ 
ify for France so the selection 
seemed odd. 

Infantino acknowledged more 
could be done for the women’s 
game at his wrap-up news confer¬ 
ence in Moscow. There’s no doubt 
that the men’s World Cup every 
four years is FIFA’s financial jug¬ 
gernaut. But the women are the 
governing body’s second-biggest 
commercial asset. 

“We have to invest in women’s 


football. We are thinking of a new 
women’s world league, because 
50 percent of the world popula¬ 
tion, the ladies, need to be treated 
in the right way as well in a sport 
which is said to be macho like 
football,” Infantino said. “We 
have to invest in women’s foot¬ 
ball, we have programs and we 
have ideas.” 

The call for greater equity in 
soccer is not new. 

In the run-up to the Women’s 
World Cup in 2015, a group of 
international players, led by U.S. 
star Abby Wambach, protested 
because the tournament was to 
be played on turf, which is con¬ 
sidered by many to be inferior to 
real grass. The men’s tournament 
had always been played on grass. 

Once the point was made about 
the turf, the tournament in Can¬ 
ada turned out to be a rousing 
success, attracting the biggest 
crowds of any FIFA tournament 
outside of a men’s World Cup. It 
also broke TV rating records in 
North America, with the final 
drawing more viewers than any 
other prior men’s or women’s 
match in the United States. 

Following their victory over 
Japan for the trophy, the U.S. 
women went on to bargain for, 
and receive, a better contract with 
U.S. Soccer that brought them 
closer to the compensation level 
of their male counterparts. The 


Americans were not alone, na¬ 
tional teams from other countries 
won more equitable contracts 
with their federations, including 
Australia and Ireland. 

France could provide FIFA an 
opportunity to showcase concrete 
change at the highest level, and 
the possible messaging couldn’t 
get more perfect: France won a 
World Cup, and now will host it. 

Two issues stand out. It remains 
to be seen how much prize money 
will be increased in 2019. The 
U.S. women took home $2 mil¬ 
lion in 2015. In contrast, France’s 
men earned $38 million for their 
victory on Sunday. 

And there’s no word yet wheth¬ 
er video replay will be used just 
as it was for the men for the first 
time in Russia. 

U.S. women’s coach Jill Ellis 
was in Moscow the final week of 
the tournament for an appearance 
on FOX, which has the domestic 
TV rights for 2019 France. She’d 
like to see an increase in prize 
money and the use of replay. 

“I don’t know what the ramifi¬ 
cations were in other countries, 
but you look at our own team, in 
our own country and the viewer- 
ship and the attendance — there’s 
no difference (with the men),” 
Ellis said. “So I think that FIFA 
100 percent should look at our 
game as a game, not as a women’s 
game or a men’s game.” 


Free agency has turned into bargain hunting 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

Even after roughly $1.5 billion in new 
contracts were hammered out during the 
first two weeks of free agency, there is still 
plenty of shopping for NBA teams to do 
over the coming weeks. 

Most of it will be for bargains. 

The biggest deals of NBA summer — 
like Chris Paul, Paul George and LeBron 
James getting contracts that will pay them 
a combined $450 million over the next four 
years — are almost certainly all done. A 
blockbuster trade involving San Antonio’s 
Kawhi Leonard can obviously still happen, 
and at some point Carmelo Anthony’s exit 
from Oklahoma City to a new home, most 
likely Houston, will get finalized. 

But most teams have exhausted their 
salary cap space for next season, so the 
annual shift into fill-out-the-roster mode 
has essentially arrived for the majority of 
clubs. 

Here’s a look at some of the bargains that 
have already been found this summer, and 
a look at others who are bargains waiting 
to happen: 

Bargains found 

Isaiah Thomas — $2 million, one year, 
Denver: It seems so long ago that Thomas 
was averaging 30 points and answering 
questions about the max contract he would 
be signing. Except it wasn’t a long time 
ago — it was at the 2017 All-Star Game. So 
much has happened in the last 17 months, 
and Thomas playing through a hip injury 
has clearly cost him tens of millions, at 
least temporarily. Now he’s starting anew 
in Denver, with a coach in Michael Malone 
who believes fully in him, and that chip 



Darron Cummings/AP 


Isaiah Thomas was on the verge of a max 
contract not even two years ago. This 
summer, though, he signed a one-year 
deal for $2 million with Denver. 

Thomas had as a No. 60 overall draft pick 
is squarely back on his diminutive shoul¬ 
der. His massive deal may be waiting, but 
consider this: No fewer than 33 players 
will make more this coming season than 
Thomas has made in his entire career. “It’s 
all good, though.... I’ll just stay on that slow 
grind,” Thomas said on social media after 
agreeing with the Nuggets. 

DeMarcus Cousins — $5.3 million, one 
year. Golden State: This could go down 
as the bargain of the summer, if Cousins 
returns to previous form and fits his enor¬ 
mous game — and enormous personality 
— into the Golden State system. When he 
comes back from his Achilles tendon in¬ 


jury, the Warriors could have five players 
from the 2018 All-Star Game in their start¬ 
ing lineup. Had he not gotten hurt in Janu¬ 
ary, somebody would be paying at least $20 
million and probably a lot more to Cousins 
this season. If this experiment works, and 
if the Warriors are healthy at playoff time, 
a fourth championship in five seasons will 
be the way Golden State closes out its time 
at Oracle Arena. 

Jusuf Nurkic — $48 million, four years, 
Portland: Not all bargains are for small 
dollars. Nurkic is durable, and he’s one of 
13 players who averaged 14.3 points and 9 
rebounds last season. But there’s at least 24 
centers alone who will be paid more next 
season than Nurkic. 

Wayne Ellington — $6.3 million, one 
year, Miami: All Ellington did last season 
was make more three-pointers than any 
Heat player had in any season, ever. And he 
didn’t even get a raise. It’s not that Miami 
doesn’t value Ellington but he appeared to 
get caught in a numbers crunch. The Heat 
have tax concerns that kept them from 
being able to offer him more, and other 
teams probably knew that they would have 
to offer significantly more to get Ellington 
out of Miami. He’s also a key voice in the 
Heat locker room, and if Miami is going 
to get out of the first round Ellington will 
likely have to play a key role. 

Rajon Rondo — $9 million, one year, 
Los Angeles Lakers: Rondo and LeBron 
James have had battles aplenty over the 
years. Don’t think for one second that 
James wasn’t down with the Lakers mak¬ 
ing this move. On the day before Game 4 of 
the NBA Finals, the day before James’ last 
game as a member of the Cleveland Cava¬ 
liers, he told a story about facing Boston 
many years earlier and being impressed 


with the way “Rondo was calling out sets 
every time” down the floor. James values 
smarts in teammates and Rondo has plenty 
of smarts, so if this works the $9 million 
will be a pittance to the Lakers. 

Bargains out there 

Dwyane Wade: If he returns to Miami 
— and that’s no lock — the sense is that it’ll 
be for $5 million. A Hall of Famer who can 
still play and willingly accepts a bench role 
for small money is a steal, especially when 
considering how much he means to Heat 
fans. 

Vince Carter: He’ll almost certainly get 
the veteran’s minimum from a good team, 
give it good minutes off the bench and use 
his experience — the 41-year-old has basi¬ 
cally spent half his life in the NBA — to be¬ 
come the sage of whatever locker room he 
calls home next season. If he doesn’t score 
a point, he’ll still be worth the $2.4 million. 

Michael Beasley: He was really good at 
times for a really bad Knicks team last sea¬ 
son. And he’s still a gifted scorer. Put him 
on a good team, and the second unit will 
immediately get better. 

Marcus Smart: Many would be surprised 
if Boston lets the restricted free agent go 
elsewhere, and Smart’s value to the Celtics 
is clear. But it’s been one of the soap operas 
of this summer: What is taking so long? 

Dirk Nowitzki: He’s “out there” on paper 
only. Nowitzki is eventually going back to 
Dallas, probably for about $5 million once 
again, but it’s impossible to list NBA bar¬ 
gains and not include him. He’ll spend what 
may be his final NBA season grooming 
Luka Doncic. The best player in Mavs his¬ 
tory is about to become the best mentor in 
Mavs history. 
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BRITISH OPEN 



Tommy Fleetwood hits out of a bunker at Carnoustie Golf Links in 
preparation for this week’s British Open. Fleetwood is considered 
one of the favorites after his 63 in the final round of the U.S. Open. 

Fleetwood: It will 
be nice to break 
Americans’ run 


By Steve Douglas 
Associated Press 

CARNOUSTIE, Scotland—Two 
rounds of 63, made eight months 
apart and on different sides of the 
Atlantic, are fuelling the belief 
that Tommy Fleetwood can end 
the American dominance of the 
majors at the British Open. 

The first came at the Dunhill 
Links Championship in October 
when he broke the course record 
at Carnoustie, where the world’s 
oldest m^or will be staged this 
week. 

Then came another in the final 
round of the U.S. Open at Shin- 
necock Hills last month, which 
propelled him to within a stroke of 
eventual winner Brooks Koepka. 

Fleetwood, with his long, flow¬ 
ing hair and cherubic smile, was 
the face of last year’s British 
Open played at his home course 
of Royal Birkdale. 

With those recent 63s on his re¬ 
sume, it’s no surprise he’s among 
the favorites 12 months on. 

“The only thing they do is build 
your confidence and give you ex¬ 
amples of what you can do,” Fleet- 
wood said on Monday, “but at the 
end of the day, come Thursday, 
it’s the Open Championship, and 
I’ve got to go out there and hit the 
golf shots and hole the putts.” 

This is a very different Car¬ 
noustie to the one Fleetwood 
faced last year, in a regular Eu¬ 
ropean Tour event that took place 
weeks after he became a father 
for the first time. 

Then, the fairways were green 
and lush, he wore a beanie to pro¬ 
tect his head from the cold, and 
there were no imposing grand¬ 
stands surrounding the greens. 

Eight months on, the ground is 
brown and baked after a hot Brit¬ 


ish summer that is showing no 
sign of abating. Simply keeping 
the ball in play on the firm and 
fast fairways is priority No. 1. 

“Shots that you’ve hit have lit¬ 
erally no relevance for a lot of it,” 
Fleetwood said by way of a com¬ 
parison. “It doesn’t do any harm 
to have a course record, but it’s a 
completely different challenge to 
what we normally face.” 

More significant to Fleetwood, 
the European No. 1 and the world 
No. 10, was the 63 at Shinnecock 
that nearly brought him his first 
mgjor title. The pin positions 
were more accessible and the 
greens were softer that Sunday 
compared to the brutal previous 
day, but he still had an 8-foot putt 
at No. 18 for a first 62 at the U.S. 
Open. 

“It is proof to yourself,” Fleet- 
wood said, “... that you can end up 
there and you have the game to 
eventually compete.” 

Americans have won the last 
five majors stretching back to 
the 2017 U.S. Open, an alarming 
streak from a European point of 
view ahead of the Ryder Cup in 
Paris in September. 

As one of four Europeans in 
the world’s top 10, Fleetwood is 
among those best placed to end 
that run this week. 

“America, there’s no doubt 
about it and there’s no other way 
to put it, they have an exceptional 
bunch of players at the moment,” 
Fleetwood said. “It just so hap¬ 
pens that it has been a run of 
American golfers that have won 
m^ors, but at the same time, 
they’ve generally been the best 
players in the world at the time 
that they’ve won them. 

“It will be nice to break that 
run.” 


Rough road to a repeat 


Spieth returns claret jug, faces tough task getting it back 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

CARNOUSTIE, Scotland—Jor¬ 
dan Spieth figured someone from 
the R&A would be waiting for him 
when he pulled into the parking 
lot at Carnoustie to take back the 
silver claret jug. Instead, he was 
part of a ceremony with enough 
pomp to drive home the point. 

His reign as British Open cham¬ 
pion was over. 

“The traditions of the Open are 
very special,” Spieth said, “even 
if you’re on the wrong end of that 
one.” 

This “tradition” is only a few 
years old, though typical of the 
august manner of this m^jor, noth¬ 
ing was left to chance. Spieth was 
to arrive in a car provided by one 
of the R&A’s sponsors, and as it 
drove slowly down a dirt path be¬ 
hind the grandstands on the first 
hole, cameras moved into position. 
The door opened and a woman 
slowly emerged from the back 
seat. That’s where Spieth would be 
sitting. This was just a rehearsal 
to make sure the cameras had the 
right angle. 

Moments later, an R&A em¬ 
ployee asked people sitting in the 
right portion of the grandstands to 
move to the other side so it would 
appear fuller. 

“It’s the coolest trophy that our 
sport has to offer,” Spieth said. “So 
having to return that was certain¬ 
ly difficult. Kind of hit me a little 
bit there on the tee box.” 

It’s far more enjoyable to pose 
with golf’s oldest trophy — it first 
was awarded in 1873 — at the 18th 
hole on Sunday, not the first hole 
on Monday. That’s the task that 
awaits Spieth, and it figures to be 
a monumental one. 

Only four players in the last 50 
years have repeated as British 
Open champions, the most re¬ 
cent being Padraig Harrington in 
2008. 

More than history, it’s the nature 
of Carnoustie that figures to be 
the stiffest challenge — or at least 
on Monday, the most mysterious 
one. A dry summer has turned the 
links into a combination of brown 
(fairways), yellow (wispy rough) 
and green on the tee boxes and 
putting surfaces. 

That translates into the fastest 
conditions at an Open since Tiger 
Woods won at Hoylake in 2006. 
That was the year Woods hit only 
one driver — yes, he missed the 
fairway — and relied mainly on 
long irons off the tee because the 
golf ball was running forever. 

Early samples indicate this 
might be just the opposite. 

Because the rough isn’t up, and 
because it’s difficult to judge how 
far shots will roll out on the fair¬ 
ways, the answer might be to just 
smash driver over the trouble. 
Jon Rahm said he planned to hit 
driver every day on the 396-yard 
opening hole. 

Tommy Fleetwood, who shot 
63 at a much different Carnoustie 
last year during the Dunhill 
Links Championship, was most 



Dave Thompson/AP 


Jordan Spieth kisses the claret jug after winning the British Open 
last July at Royal Birkdale in Southport, England. Spieth returned the 
trophy and will compete in the 147th British Open this week. 


perplexed when he reached the 
350-yard third hole. It usually is a 
mid-iron off the tee and a wedge to 
the green. Now it’s more like a 6- 
iron off the tee. Or maybe a 7-iron. 
And even that’s not safe, because 
the undulations in the fairway 
could send the ball rolling until a 
pot bunker gets in the way. 

“You feel like on such a short 
hole, you should have a chance at 
birdie,” he said. “When actually, 
you can hit a 6-iron or 7-iron and it 
ends up in a fairway bunker.” 

Spieth couldn’t speak to that be¬ 
cause he had yet to see Carnoustie 
except on television in 2007, and 
he doesn’t remember much of that, 
anyway. He 


was in France 
over the 
weekend to 
see the Ryder 
Cup courses, 
and he went to 
St. Andrews 
on Sunday as 
part of the Ju¬ 
nior Open. 

He recalls 
Muirfield 
being fast on 
Sunday in 
2013, his first 
Open, though 

Jordan Spieth *at wasn’t 

Defending champ nearly as fiery 
^ as this course. 

And even a 
light rain overnight didn’t change 
that. 

“It doesn’t matter what club you 
hit. There’s so many holes where 
you’re going to be taking fairway 


It’S the 
coolest 
trophy 
that our 
sport has 
to offer. 
So having 
to return 
that was 
certainly 
difficult.^ 


bunkers on,” Fleetwood said. “You 
can’t just ... 260 [yards] is just a 
completely irrelevant number 
because any amount of clubs can 
go that far just with it playing that 
firm.” 

The other challenge facing Spi¬ 
eth is this mini-slump he’s in. 

He would not have imagined 
when he left Royal Birkdale last 
year with that wild finish and his 
name on the jug that he wouldn’t 
hoist another trophy. His only 
close call this year came in the 
Masters, where he started the 
final round nine shots behind Pat¬ 
rick Reed and nearly caught him 
until a bogey on the last hole for a 
64. He finished third. 

Since then, Spieth has not been 
closer than 12 shots off the lead in 
four of the seven tournaments in 
which he made it to the weekend. 

He missed the cut at Shinnecock 
Hills in the U.S. Open, opened 
with a 63 at the Travelers Champi¬ 
onship and still tied only for 42nd, 
and then took a break. He went to 
Seattle to watch his little sister be 
a cheerleader at the U.S. Special 
Olympics, and then headed to the 
Mexico beaches for relaxation and 
fun golf. 

“I needed a break,” he said. “I 
was kind of dragging along, out¬ 
line golf for a whole, and playing 
a pretty heavy schedule. ... And 
coming to an Open Championship 
requires a lot of feel and imagi¬ 
nation, and I think that’s what I 
needed a bit of in my game.” 

And that’s what he most likely 
needs this week to figure out Car¬ 
noustie, along with everyone else. 
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HOME RUN DERBY 


Hero: Harper has father pitch to him during contest 


FROM BACK PAGE 

NL starter on Tuesday night, also appreci¬ 
ated the moment. 

“It’s awesome. Hometown,” Scherzer 
said. “The crowd is behind him. He found 
some rhythm, kept it simple and just con¬ 
tinued to hit home run after home run.” 

Wearing a headband that resembled the 
District of Columbia flag and displaying a 
right sleeve with stars and stripes. Harper 
trailed 18-9 with 1:20 left before rallying. 
He homered on nine of his last 10 swings 
before entering extra time. 

The six-time All-Star arranged to have 
his dad, Ron, pitch to him in the annual 
contest on the eve of the All-Star Game. 
That made the victory even sweeter. 

“I’m only as good as my BP guy,” Harper 
said with a grin. 

It’s been a tough year for Harper, who’s 
hitting only .214 for the disappointing Na¬ 
tionals. He won a contest that many slug¬ 
gers avoid, fearful it might wear them out 
and throw them off 

He can only hope this helps him get back 
into the swing. 

The 2015 NL MVP beat Freddie Free¬ 
man of the Atlanta Braves and Max Muncy 
of the Dodgers before trumping the fifth- 
seeded Schwarber, who put the pressure on 
with a solid outing before Harper stepped 
to the plate. 

“As soon as I got done with that round 
I told myself that (Harper) had it,” 
Schwarber said. “I knew that he had the 
home crowd behind him.” 

Harper, who has 23 home runs this sea¬ 
son, advanced to the final with an aston¬ 
ishing spree of longball hitting. He trailed 
Max Muncy of the Dodgers 12-4 with 2:20 
left, then peeled off six homers in 47 sec¬ 
onds before calling a timeout. 

Harper returned to hit three more home 
runs in 22 seconds, the last of them inside 
the right-field foul pole. 

The semifinal matchup between 
Schwarber and Philadelphia’s Rhys 
Hoskins went down to the final swing. 
After stunning top-seed Jesus Aguilar 
of Milwaukee in the opening round, the 
eighth-seeded Hoskins ripped 20 long balls 
to put the pressure on Schwarber. 

Using a late surge, Schwarber pulled one 
ball after another over the right-field wall 
to squeeze out a 21-20 victory — by far the 
highest-scoring matchup of the night. 

The fans dutifully cheered most home 
runs during the first round, but they saved 
their loudest cheers for Harper, the last 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Houston’s Alex Bregman was the 
American League’s lone representative. 



Alex Brandon/AP 


The Chicago Cubs’ Kyle Schwarber reacts Monday after his turn at bat during the finals of the Home Run Derby in Washington. 


Home Run Derby 

At Nationals Park, Washington, D.C. 
Monday 

First Round Tot Long ET 

Rhys Hoskins (8), Philadelphia.17 463 :00 

def. 

Jesus Aguilar (1), Milwaukee.12 428 :00 

Kyle Schwarber (5), Chicago Cubs.16 450 :30 

def. 

Alex Bregman (4), Houston.15 422 :00 

Max Muncy (3), L.A. Dodgers.17 435 :00 

def. 

Javier Baez (6), Chicago Cubs.16 479 :30 

Bryce Harper (2), Washington.13 467 :30 

def. 

Freddie Freeman (7), Atlanta.12 437 :00 


Tot Long ET 


Championship Tot Long ET 

Harper.... ..19 478 :30 

def. 

Schwarber ..18 453 :30 

x-earned ET, but did not need it. 

Seeding in parentheses based on 2018 home run 
totals through July 11th. 

If the second batter hits more home runs than 
the first batter in any matchup, he will be declared 
the winner and not attempt to hit additional home 



Susan Walsh/AP 

Fans reach for a home run ball during the three-round competition. 


Four minutes per batter, per round. 

Thirty seconds of bonus time awarded for two 
home runs that each equal or exceed 440 feet. 

Ties in any round will be broken by a 60-second 
swing-off with no stoppage of time or additional 
time added; if a tie remains after the swing-off, bat¬ 
ters will engage in successive three-swing, swing- 
offs until there is a winner. 

In the first round and semifinals, each batter 
is entitled to one 45-second timeout. In the finals, 
each batter is entitled to two 45-second timeouts. 


player to step to the plate. 

After Freeman hit 12 home runs over the 
4-minute span. Harper unleashed six shots 
of at least 440 feet and secured the victory 
with a drive to center long before the clock 
expired. As the ball cleared the wall, the 
left-handed hitting Harper walked out of 
the batter’s box and thrust both arms in 
the air. 

Milwaukee’s Aguilar, the NL home run 
leader at the break, was eliminated in the 


opening round by Hoskins 17-12. 

Aguilar hit too many balls to straight¬ 
away center, where the wall stands over 
400 feet from the plate. Hoskins pumped 
most of his drives into the left-field seats, 
where it’s 336 feet down the line. 

The most thrilling first-round match fea¬ 
tured a near buzzer-beater by Houston’s 
Alex Bregman, who fell to Schwarber 16- 
15. The difference was the pair of homers 
that Schwarber hit during 30 seconds of 
extra time. 

Bregman — the lone AL representative 
— appeared defeated with a minute left, 
but he mounted a late surge and lost when 
his final swing produced a drive that land¬ 
ed at the base of the center-field wall. 

Muncy advanced by defeating No. 6 seed 
Javier Baez of the Cubs, 16-15. Baez hit the 
longest shot of the Derby, a 479-footer. 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Ron Harper prepares to pitch to his son, 
Nationals slugger Bryce Harper. 
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MLB 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 
W 


Boston 68 30 

New York 62 33 

Tampa Bay 49 47 

Toronto 43 52 

Baltimore 28 69 

Central Division 
Cleveland 52 43 

Minnesota 44 50 

Detroit 41 57 

Chicago 33 62 

Kansas City 27 68 

West Division 
Houston 64 35 

Seattie 58 39 

Oakland 55 42 

Los Angeles 49 48 

Texas 41 56 

National League 

East Division 


653 4'/2 

510 18 
453 23'/2 
289 39'/2 


418 12'/2 
347 19 
284 25 


W 


Pet GB 

.558 - 
.553 

.500 5'/2 

.418 13'/2 
.415 13'/2 


.561 2'/2 


.448 13'/2 

.552 - 
.546 '/2 

.531 2 

.510 4 

.404 14'/2 


Philadelphia 

Atlanta 52 42 

Washington 48 48 

Miami 41 57 

New York 39 55 

Central Division 
Chicago 55 38 

Milwaukee 55 43 

St. Louis 48 46 

Pittsburgh 48 49 

Cincinnati 43 53 

West Division 
Los Angeles 53 43 

Arizona 53 44 

Colorado 51 45 

San Francisco 50 48 

San Diego 40 59 

Sunday’s games 
Baltimore 6, Texas 5 
Boston 5, Toronto 2 
Cleveland 5, N.Y. Yankees 2 
Chicago White Sox 10, Kansas City 1 
Detroit 6, Houston 3 
Minnesota 11, Tampa Bay 7,10 innings 
Miami 10, Philadelphia 5 
Washington 6, N.Y. Mets 1 
Atlanta 5, Arizona 1 
Pittsburgh 7, Milwaukee 6,10 innings 
St. Louis 6, Cincinnati 4 
Colorado 4, Seattle 3 
Oakland 6, San Francisco 2 
Chicago Cubs 7, San Diego 4 
L.A. Dodgers 5, L.A. Angels 3 
Tuesday’s game 

NL (Scherzer 0-0) vs. AL (Sale 0-0) at 
Washington, D.C. 

Thursday’s game 

St. Louis (Martinez 6-5) at Chicago 
Cubs (Hendricks 6-8) 

Friday’s games 

Baltimore (Gausman 4-7) at Toronto 
(Gaviglio 2-3) 

Boston (Price 10-6) at Detroit (Boyd 
4-8) 

Cleveland (Carrasco 11-5) at Texas 
(Perez 2-4) 

Minnesota (Gibson 4-6) at Kansas City 
(Junis 5-10) 

Houston (Keuchel 7-8) at L.A. Angels 
(Skaggs 7-5) 

Chicago White Sox (Rodon 2-3) at Se¬ 
attle (LeBlanc 5-1) 

St. Louis (Flaherty 3-4) at Chicago 
Cubs (Lester 12-2) 

Atlanta (Newcomb 8-5) at Washington 
(Strasburg 6-6) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 5-1) at N.Y. 
Yankees (Sabathia 6-4) 

San Diego (Richard 7-8) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Arrieta 7-6) 

Miami (Straily 3-4) at Tampa Bay (Ar¬ 
cher 3-4) 

Pittsburgh (Taillon 6-7) at Cincinnati 
(Mahle7-7) 

L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 3-4) at Milwau¬ 
kee (Guerra 6-6) 

San Francisco (Bumgarner 3-3) at 
Oakland (Manaea 9-6) 

Colorado (Marquez 8-8) at Arizona 
(Greinke 10-5) 


Machado focused on All-Star fun 



Nick Wass/AP 


Baltimore Orioles shortstop Manny Machado walks on the field after batting practice ahead of Monday’s 
Home Run Derby at Nationals Park, in Washington. Machado is considered the top trade prospect as the 
July 31 deadline approaches, but he insists the trade talk won’t ruin his All-Star Game experience. 


Trade talk won’t 
distract Orioles' 
star shortstop 

By David Ginsburg 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—On the night 
of the All-Star Game, Manny 
Machado proudly represented the 
Baltimore Orioles, the only team 
he’s played for in the big leagues. 

It just might have been his final 
appearance in an Orioles uniform. 
With the July 31 non-waiver trade 
deadline looming, it won’t be long 
before the four-time AL All-Star 
is dealt from last-place Baltimore 
to a contender. 

Machado was drafted by the 
Orioles with the third overall pick 
in 2010 and has been a starter in 
Baltimore since 2012. His con¬ 
tract expires after this season, 
and the Orioles don’t have enough 
money to keep the 26-year-old 
shortstop and build a decent team 
around him. 

If there was ever any doubt 
about their intention, the point 
was hammered home when man¬ 
ager Buck Showalter removed 
Machado in the fifth inning of 
Sunday’s game against Texas be¬ 
cause the field was messy follow¬ 
ing a rain delay. 

“A month ago he wouldn’t have 
come out of the game,” Showalter 
said. “We know that. You know 
it.” 

Machado does, too. What he 
doesn’t know, however, is how 
it might feel to play for another 
team. 

“The only thing I’ve ever 
known has been the Orioles orga¬ 
nization,” he said Monday. “They 
drafted me, I came up with them, 
played with them. So I don’t know 
anything different.” 

Machado wasn’t the only All- 
Star facing the prospect of switch¬ 
ing teams in the next two weeks. 
Rangers outfielder Shin-Soo 
Choo and pitchers Jacob deGrom 


(Mets), J.A. Happ (Blue Jays), 
Blake Snell (Rays) and Brad 
Hand (Padres) could be headed 
to contenders. 

“Starting pitching is always big 
during the trade deadline, wheth¬ 
er it’s me or somebody else who’s 
having a good year,” said deGrom, 
30, a member of the Mets for his 
entire career. 

The Blue Jays are going no¬ 
where this season in the AL East, 
but Happ knows he might be 
going somewhere else. 

“I know it’s certainly a possibil¬ 
ity,” Happ said. “But I was talk¬ 
ing to one of the guys earlier, he 
was in a position last year where 
everybody was telling him he was 
going to be traded, and it never 


happened. I can’t imagine going 
through a month of that kind of 
anxiety and then have nothing 
happen.” 

With Machado, there seems to 
be little doubt that he’s headed 
elsewhere. The only questions 
now are where, and when. 

The rumors, the massive media 
crowd around him Monday and 
the prospect of his imminent de¬ 
parture from Baltimore did noth¬ 
ing to diminish Machado’s joy at 
being an All-Star again. 

“To see the guys around the 
clubhouse, it’s pretty awesome,” 
Machado said. “It’s always a 
blessing to be here. No one will 
ever take away how much fun I’m 
going to have these two days.” 


He insists he’s not thinking 
about whether Tuesday night was 
his last in Orioles attire. 

“No, no. I’m putting it on and 
I’m going to represent the organi¬ 
zation in the right way,” Machado 
said. “If it is, it is. If not. I’ll be 
there on Friday (in Toronto), back 
with my teammates.” 

Machado would be a solid addi¬ 
tion to any contender. He convert¬ 
ed from third base to shortstop 
this season, and has played the 
position well enough to easily win 
the fan vote at the position. 

“People didn’t think I should 
have made the move in my walk 
year, but I did. I’m going to the 
All-Star Game as an Oriole and 
as a shortstop,” Machado said. 


Martinez revered for his 



Winslow Townson/AP 


Boston Red Sox’s J.D. Martinez leads the 
majors with 29 homers and 80 RBIs in 
his first year with Boston. 


By Ken Powtak 
Associated Press 

BOSTON — Teammates have long 
stopped laughing at J.D. Martinez and his 
iPad. 

Boston’s All-Star slugger is serious about 
every swing he takes, even in batting prac¬ 
tice, and he has the tape to prove it. Get to 
the park early enough for Red Sox BP, and 
you’ll see a pair of iPads attached to tripods, 
one on each side of the batting cage. When 
the 30-year-old Martinez steps up, video 
coordinator Billy Broadbent will point a 
third iPad at the batter’s box — Martinez’s 
personal device, which he’s used to record 
his practice cuts since 2015. 

After batting practice, Martinez retreats 
to the clubhouse to review the footage, 
making sure every piece of his carefully 
crafted swing is in the right place. 

“It makes me who I am,” Martinez told 
The Associated Press. “I always tell ev¬ 


erybody that I’m not a natural hitter. I’m a 
trained hitter.” 

His meticulous preparation amazes 
even the hardest-working mqjor leaguers, 
and it’s paid off He signed a $110 million, 
five-year deal with the Red Sox in the off¬ 
season, a long way from his early career 
struggles with Houston, and he was named 
an All-Star for the third time this season 
while leading the m^ors with 29 homers 
and 80 RBIs. 

After posting a meager .650 OPS in 86 
games in 2013, Martinez went to the draw¬ 
ing board on his swing. He jokes that he 
took roughly 10 million flawed swings be¬ 
fore overhauling his approach prior to a 
breakout 2014, and he’s nervous those old 
habits might creep back in. 

“I had to teach myself the proper swing 
and the mechanics that I have to do,” he 
said. “I have to stay on top of it because 
my body will find a way to let 10 million 
swings I’ve taken when I was a kid slowly 


preparation 

come back in. So, I have to grind away to 
get out of the bad habits.” 

So what does Martinez look for day after 
day when he’s going over BP footage? 

“Similarities,” he said. “It’s like the 
game; ever play the game matchup and 
what’s different in this picture? You have 
two pictures side by side. That’s pretty 
much what I do. 

“Usually when I’m swinging well, feeling 
well and know that I’m in a good place, I 
just save them,” he added. “Ones that when 
I’m feeling crappy, I just delete them. Then 
I have a reference point for the future.” 

Fellow Boston All-Star Mookie Betts has 
also taken a keen interest in Martinez’s 
habits. The pair regularly talk hitting 
around the batting cage, with Betts eager 
to figure out how Martinez generates so 
much opposite-field power. 

“That’s why he’s one of a kind,” Betts 
said. “But he can hit it out of any part of 
the park, too.” 
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No deal 

Bell, Steelers fail to agree 
on new contract» nfl, Page 27 


HOME RUN DERBY 


Nationals fans see 
Harper take trophy 


By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 


Alex Brandon/AP 


The Nationals’ Bryce Harper, top, celebrates his winning hit Monday during the Home Run Derby in Washington. 


Inside: As trade talk continues to swirl around him, Machado focusing on having fun at All-Star Game, Page 31 
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